CROSSROADS

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

Study to show thyself approved unto God,
a workman that need not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of truth.

-2 Timothy 2:15



Starts with the Heart:

“The heart of man is the worst part of his being before his conversion, and the best afterwards. It
is the fountain of all his actions. The eye of God is always fixed on the heart. And believers should
be carefully watchful of their hearts. Christianity is a religion of the heart. It is not a system of
moral conduct. It is the life of Christ in a man's soul. Salvation is the work of God in a man's heart.
The conviction of sin, repentance, faith, and, worship are all works of the heart. The kingdom of
God is not in meat and drink, things of the body; but in righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy
Spirit. These are things of the heart. There is no responsibility placed upon the shoulders of a
believer of greater importance than the keeping and proper government of his heart in all
conditions, by faith in Christ the Lord. If we truly learn to guard our hearts, this practice will bring
the beauty of holiness into our lives, and sweeten our spirits with the grace of heaven.”

—John Flavel, English Puritan

Just as the physical heart must be in good shape for our body to be healthy, so too must our
spiritual heart be in good condition for optimum functioning in the spiritual realm. When the
Spirit of God measures the “worth” of a man’s life He puts the measuring tape around his heart,
not around his head. Be a man after God’s Own heart (cf. the heart of David, Acts 13:22), not a
perfect man but one who offered God a “broken and a contrite heart,” (Psalm 51:17)

“For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the Law of the LORD, and to do 7z, and to teach statutes
and ordinances in Israel.” (Ezra 7:10)

I.  One could also read the text of Ezra 7:10 as stating he “set his heart firmly” which gives
the idea that Ezra was inwardly determined or resolutely steadfast. He was determined
and this determination was directed toward studying, obeying, and teaching God’s Law to
others! This pattern is to be sure an inviolable order for a Spirit empowered ministry!
You cannot teach with power until you yourself have practiced (obeyed) what you have
studied.

Daniel was without question one of the greatest of the Old Testament saints (cf. Ezekiel 14:14)
and was one who able to live godly in a radically ungodly, perverse, idolatrous culture (sound
familiar?).

I. What was Daniel’s secret? Daniel 1 explains that Daniel’s secret was the same as Ezra’s
in that it has to do with the choices one makes in one’s heart. In Daniel chapter 1 we read
the key to his long godly life in which he repeatedly experienced the hand of God upon
him:

“But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the
portion of the king’s delicacies, nor with the wine which he drank; therefore he
requested of the chief of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself.”

(Daniel 1:8)

II. So we see that Daniel made a choice that could have cost him his life.

Isn’t life really nothing but a series of (sometimes hard) “heart choices”? Perhaps what you are
considering is not sinful, but is it God’s best? Is it something that will allow you to redeem the
time knowing how precious are these few years we have on earth in light of our eternity in God’s
presence? May God give each of us the grace that Daniel and Ezra possessed to assess our
“life options” and choose to lay on our heart those options which are the most God glorifying
(cf. Romans 12:1-2).



ONLINE RESOURCES

Logos ($):
www.logos.com

E-Sword:
www.e-sword.net

Interlinear Bible:
www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/

Bible Study Tools:
www.biblestudytools.com

Net Bible:
www.netbible.org

Blue Letter Bible:
www.blueletterbible.org

Enduring Word:
www.enduringword.com

Study Light:
www.studylight.org

Bible History (maps, images, archeology):
www.bible-history.com

The Bible Says
https://thebiblesays.com

The Treasury of Scripture Knowledge:
www.tsk-online.com
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BIBLE TRANSLATIONS

There are more than 50 English Bible translation in circulation:

WORD-FOR-WORD THOUGHT-FOR-THOUGHT IDEA-FOR-IDEA

LITERAL (STRONG) SPIRITED PARAPHRASE (WEAK)

Popular literal translations include:

Spirited Paraphrased
Literal (thought-for-thought) (idea-for-idea)
(word-for-word) translations: translations:
translations:

English Standard Version Christian Standard Bible Good News Bible
(ESV) (CSB) (GNB)
King James Version Common English Bible The Living Bible
(KJV) (CEB) (TLB)
New American Standard Bible New International Version The Message
(NASB) (NIV) (MSG)
New King James Version New Living Translation The Passion Translation

(NKJV) (NLT) (TPT)




English Bible Overview

all contents (c) copyright evangelicalbible.com

Word-for-Word Thought-for-Thought

Revised Version
(1885)
American Revised
Version (1901)

NASB - New American Standard

Bible - evangelical - most literal
Greek TeXt translation. Revision of American
based on over Revised Version.
5,500 MSS - 2nd-
14th Century ESV. English Standard Version -

evangelical - literal - retains Tyndale,
KJV roots. Revision of RSV.

Coverdale RSV - Revised Standard Version-

Geneva H 1537 Father of the ESV and NRSV.
Bl ble H Scholarly translation. literal.

1560 Hebrew Text- CSB - Holman Christian Standard
: most translations Bible. New translation - evangelical-

, N q published by Holman (SBC).
Great Bible giiiall Bishops Bible depend in large part
1539

. NRSV - New Revised Standard
on the Masoretic Bible- son of the RSV. Gender Neural.

Scholarly. Generally non-evangelical.

NAB. simple, clear, American
English. Close to original text.

Ty dalels NeW ............ Catholic.
Testament 1525

NIV - New Intemational Version.

Erasmus' Greek text Most popular modern evangelical Bible
-1516 ~compromise between literal and

N e
(6 10th-13th Century idiomatic
MSS) - Teiis Wycliffe NLT- New Living Translation. A

. revision of the paraphrase Living Bible.
Receptus' 1382 Neither literal or paraphrase. Popular.
evangelical.

William Tyndale, burned at the
stake 1536

CEB. Common English Bible- New
Translation. Accessible. produced by

1. This chart attempts to show some of the historical [

pedigrees' of the English Bible. This is shown with the

dotted line KJV. King James. A Classic for 400

g o o q i ears - most poetic. "Noblest
2. The t.ransla.tlon contm.uum gives a general idea of Latin Vu'93te rnonumem ofpé’ngnsh prose.” Literal.
translation philosophy - it does not attempt to evaluate the 400 Most read translation in English.

merits of a given translation. It would likewise be incorrect
to assume 'more literal' is necessarily 'better."

3. Itis coincidentally a tribute to William Tyndale, whose
1525 translation became the fountainhead of the English all contents (c) accessible to the modern reader -
Bible. copyright evangelicalbible.com while retaining the classic King James

language.

NKJV- New King James Version-
Arevision of the KJV - more




Types of Bible Translations
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HCSB - Holman Christian Standard Bible
NRSV - New Revised Standard Version

NASB - New American Standard Bible NAB - New American Bible NIrV - New International Reader’s Version
AMP - Amplified Bible NJB - New Jerusalem Bible GNT - Good News Translation

ESV - English Standard Version NIV - New International Version (also Good News Bible)

RSV - Revised Standard Version TNIV - Today's New International Version CEV - Contemporary English Version

KJV - King James Version NCV - New Century Version TLB - The Living Bible

NKJV - New King James Version NLT - New Living Translation MSG - The Message

BIBLE e e
TRANSLATIONS ESY 2001 Message 2002 Holman 2004
REB 1992 CEV 1995 NLT 1996
NIV _1978-84 NKJV 1982 NRSYV 1983-90
MODERN NASB 1971 Living 1971 GNB/TEV 1976
ENGLISH Jerusalem 1966 NEB 1970 NAB 1970
H RSV 1952 Berkeley MLB ‘59 Amplified 1965
i | |
— il
American Standard 1901 Most Widely Sold in USA
English Revised VYersion 1881 NIV, NLT, KJV, ESV, Holman

./_ -

KING JAMES 1611
{Revised 1769)

First Bible taken to America
Geneva

DOUAY
1582-1610

First Bible printed in USA
KJV printed by
Robert Aitken, 1782

BISHOPS 1568
GENEVA 1560

G REAT 1539
M ATTH EWS 15837

[COVERDALE 1535
] U

TYNDALE 1525

WYCLIFFE 1380

MASORETIC
TEXTS 135-1200

Ancient Copies

11
( " '@ Codex Alexandrinus 450

Dead Sea Scrolls and
other newly-discovered
manuscripts

LATIN VULGATE 405

Ancient Versions

® Codex Sinaiticus 400
® Codex Vaticanus 340 A.D.

Original Manuscripts 1500 B.C. — 100 A.D.

Charted adapted, corrected and updated from Thompson Chain Reference Study Bible by David Ahl, 2015, www.BibleStudyMen.com



BIBLE TIMELINE

Then He said to them,

“O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken!
Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into His glory?”
And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them in all
the Scriptures the things concerning Himself.”

—Luke 24:25-27

We clearly see that Jesus often went back to Old Testament scripture to help others understand
that He really was the Messiah! Such is the case when He met up with the men traveling the Road
to Emmaus. They were discussing recent events in Jerusalem (the crucifixion and resurrection)
and trying to make sense of them. Instead of starting with His own identity, Jesus started by
laying the chronological foundation for the big picture.

We see this same method of study and teaching used by the apostles throughout the book of Acts,
and today it’s used successfully by many scholars and expository preachers, as well.

“Chronology is important. Without chronology it is not possible to understand history, for
chronology is the backbone of history. We know that God regards chronology as important, for
He has put so much of it into His Word. We find chronology not only in the historical books of
the Bible, but also in the prophetic books, in the Gospels, and in the writings of Paul”
(A Chronology of the Hebrew Kings, Edwin R. Thiele)

Don Stewart article: Why Should the Historical Background of the Bible be Studied?
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LITERARY GENRES

The Bible is a complex work of literature. It contains sixty-six different books written by
about forty different authors inspired by God over about 1,500 years. Each book was
written in a particular style, or genre, to a particular audience for a particular purpose.
Understanding what type, or genre, of passage we are reading can help us better interpret
the Bible. Just as one would read and understand a classic novel differently than a
government document and a science
fiction novel differently than a
scientific study, so too knowing the BIBLICAL LITERARY GENRES
genre of the passage of Scripture
helps us understand how to better (/\ HISTORY BOOKS ARE MEANT TO DESCRIBE HISTORICAL EVENTS AS
read and interpret the passage. "'“°“’—® i e 55 INELoe GENES, st A ACTe

There arc a feW main genres /\ﬁ LAW BOOKS TELL HOW GOD INTENDS THE ANCIENT NATION OF
. . . . LAWe— ISRAEL TO FUNCTION RELIGIOUSLY, POLITICALLY, AND SOCIALLY.
Contalned 1n the Blble, These lnclude: L\\/J EXAMPLES INCLUDE LEVITICUS AND DEUTERONOMY.

= History
] Law P WISDOM BOOKS ARE COLLECTIONS OF APHORISMS AND WISE
WISDOM w SAYINGS MEANT TO GUIDE THE RELATIONSHIP TO GOD AND TO
- W' d C ONE ANOTHER. EXAMPLES INCLUDE JOB, PROVERBS, AND
1saom ECCLESIASTES
= Poetry
/\
u Prophecy ( j POETRY BOOKS ARE POETIC FORMS OF PRAISE TO GOD OR
POETRYe——] ‘1_” GRATITUDE FOR HIS GIFTS TO HUMANITY. EXAMPLES INCLUDE
[ ] Go Spels K\/) PSALMS, SONG OF SOLOMON, AND LAMENTATIONS.
= Epistles

PROPHETIC BOOKS CONTAIN PREDICTIONS OF FUTURE EVENTS,
WARNINGS, AND PREACHING THAT CALLS PEOPLE TO

PROPHECY( ] REPENTANCE AND OBEDIENCE. THEY ARE AT TIMES BOTH
I\\/ HOPEFUL AND DREADFUL PREDICTING GOD’S BLESSING AND

WOE. EXAMPLES INCLUDE ISAIAH, JEREMIAH, AND MALACHI

= Apocalyptic

Some books of the Bible fit neatly

into one genre; for example, Genesis PN
is a historical narrative. But other GospEls.—L‘J OF THEM, EACH WRITTEN BY A DIFFERENT AUTHOR AND FOR A
-

. DIFFERENT PURPOSE: MATTHEW, MARK, LUKE, AND JOHN
books may span multiple genres; for
example, Daniel has parts that are

. . . y EPISTLES ARE LETTERS THAT USUALLY HAVE A SECTION DEDICATED
h]storlcal narrative and parts that are r \ TO TEACHING TRUTH ABOUT GOD AND A SECTION DEDICATED TO
. . . R EPISTLES &— @ TELLING PEOPLE HOW TO LIVE IN LIGHT OF THAT TRUTH
prophetic. Even within these main \) DULE IREUUDE ERLANG, U8, GHIEIHRE, @IS
genres, there are other literary
Conflguratlons used llke parables’ APOCALYPTIC WRITINGS ARE A SPECIFIC FORM OF PROPHECY
symbolism, hyperbole, and various APOCALYPSE SYMEOLISM ARE THE PRIMARY DEVICES USED TO COMMUNICATE

THEIR TRUTH. EXAMPLES INCLUDE DANIEL AND REVELATION

others. Keeping in mind knowing
these literary styles is paramount to
correctly understanding the text.

Poetry, wisdom literature, prophecy with its use of metaphors is generally meant to be
understood more figuratively. Whereas historical narrative and the gospels can be
understood more literally.

Law and the epistles are certainly designed to be understood literally, especially by the
intended audience of the day. It also requires historical context and cultural awareness to
be applied correctly in today’s world.

A strong understanding of Scripture necessitates recognizing into what literary genre a
passage fits, a familiarity with the historical and cultural context of its intended audience,
and a general knowledge of how that passage fits into the Bible as a whole.



