Corporate Prayer at New Community Church

Acts 2:42-47 They devoted themselves to the apostles’teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the
apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and
possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple
courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God
and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being
saved.

1. What is corporate prayer?
e Corporate prayer gives us the opportunity to find God’s anointing & power.

When we look at the first church that was established by the disciples in Acts, we cannot deny that
the power of God was present & actively leading the church. And just as the Holy Spirit came
powerfully upon the first church on the day of Pentecost, in the same way, we follow the example of
the first church to regularly & corporately find God’s anointing & power.

Acts 2:42 [The church] devoted themselves to the apostles’teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking
of bread and to prayer.

By practicing the spiritual disciplines corporately, we unlock the power of God. The first church
worshipped, studied the Word, fellowshipped, took communion, and prayed together. This is why all
who saw them, both believers and nonbelievers, as they experienced the supernatural wonders &
signs, were filled with awe. They were amazed at what God was doing.

2. Why do we practice corporate prayer?
e ltunifies us.

Jesus prayed that we would be united so that the world will know that He loves us, forgives us,
restores us, and has sent us.

Acts 2:43-45 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the
apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and
possessions to give to anyone who had need.

Romans 15:5-6 May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of
mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, 6 so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

e Itencourages us to grow in faith.

When we struggle to pray, we can learn how to pray from one another (be an example & model), and to
pray for one another (carry each other’s burdens, intercede).



Acts 2:46-47 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their
homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the
people.

Hebrews 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him
must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

It keeps us focused on God’s purposes & plans.

God is calling us to discipleship so that we will spiritually mature. As we spiritually mature, we
disciple & invest into others.

Acts 2:47 And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.

1John 5:14-15 This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to
his will, he hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have
what we asked of him.

This is why when come to worship (like on Sunday morning), we pray to prepare our hearts and this is
why we leave changed when we worship, study the Word, fellowship, take communion, and pray
together. The corporate anointing changes the life of a disciples and allows them to change to
become like Jesus Christ. Unless we pray, we will not change. When we pray, we will change.

. How do we practice corporate prayer?
Intercessory Prayer (Tuesdays at 6:30pm-7:30pm)

e Use the truth of the Scripture & the promises of God to guide our prayer.

e As much asit’s atime to listen for God, it’s a time to speak to God.

e Led by staff through the Scriptures.

e Asking God to allow the Scriptures to inform us of the topics & people we need to pray.

Open Prayer (Fridays at 6:30pm-7:30pm, Sundays at 8:30am-8:50am)

e Use the acronym ACTS (come to God with adoration for Him, confess your sins (& sins of others),
give thanksgiving for God’s grace & mercy, and intercede in supplication for people).

e As much asit’s atime to speak to God, it’s a time to listen for God.

e Led by praise leaders through the Scriptures.

e Aswe singto open ourselves to God, as we meditate on the Scriptures, we ask God to show us
areas that we need to surrender & obey.



Ephesians 1

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,

To God’s holy people in Ephesus,! the faithful in Christ Jesus:
2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ.

Praise for Spiritual Blessings in Christ

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual
blessing in Christ. 4 For he chose us in him before the creation of
the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In

love ° hel® predestined us for adoption to sonshipl® through Jesus
Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will— © to the praise of
his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he
loves. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God'’s

grace 3 that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and
understanding, ® hel’l made known to us the mystery of his will
according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 1°to
be put into effect when the times reach their fulfilment—to bring
unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ.

" In him we were also chosen,®! having been

predestined according to the plan of him who works out
everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12in order
that we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for
the praise of his glory. '* And you also were included in

Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your
salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a
seal, the promised Holy Spirit, ¥ who is a deposit guaranteeing
our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s
possession—to the praise of his glory.
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Ephesians 1 (continued)
Thanksgiving and Prayer

15 For this reason, ever since | heard about your faith in the Lord
Jesus and your love for all God’s people, 18| have not stopped
giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 7 | keep
asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious

Father, may give you the Spiritll of wisdom and revelation, so that
you may know him better. 18| pray that the eyes of your heart may
be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he
has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy
people, 1 and his incomparably great power for us who believe.
That power is the same as the mighty strength 2° he exerted when
he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in
the heavenly realms, 2! far above all rule and authority, power and
dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present
age but also in the one to come. 22 And God placed all things
under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for
the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills
everything in every way.
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Ephesians 2
Made Alive in Christ

2 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2in
which you used to live when you followed the ways of this

world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is
now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived
among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our fleshl@ and
following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by
nature deserving of wrath. 4 But because of his great love for

us, God, who is rich in mercy, ® made us alive with Christ even
when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have
been saved. 8 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us
with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in
the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his
grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8For it is
by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God— ° not by works, so that no one
can boast. ' For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus
to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
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Ephesians 2 (continued)
Jew and Gentile Reconciled Through Christ

" Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by
birth and called “uncircumcised” by those who call themselves
“the circumcision” (which is done in the body by human
hands)— '2remember that at that time you were separate from
Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the
covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the
world. ¥ But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away
have been brought near by the blood of Christ.

4 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups

one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of

hostility, 1° by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands
and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new
humanity out of the two, thus making peace, 1® and in one body to
reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put
to death their hostility. 17 He came and preached peace to you
who were far away and peace to those who were near. '8 For
through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.

19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but
fellow citizens with God’s people and also members of his
household, 2° built on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 2! In
him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a
holy temple in the Lord. 2 And in him you too are being built
together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.



Ephesians 3
God’s Marvelous Plan for the Gentiles

3 For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake
of you Gentiles—

2 Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace
that was given to me for you, 3that is, the mystery made known to
me by revelation, as | have already written briefly. 4 In reading
this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the
mystery of Christ, ® which was not made known to people in other
generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s
holy apostles and prophets. © This mystery is that through the
gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members
together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in
Christ Jesus.

"1 became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace
given me through the working of his power. 8 Although | am less
than the least of all the Lord’s people, this grace was given me: to
preach to the Gentiles the boundless riches of Christ, ®and to
make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which
for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all

things. 1% His intent was that now, through the church, the
manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and
authorities in the heavenly realms, " according to his eternal
purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. '2In him
and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and
confidence. 3| ask you, therefore, not to be discouraged because
of my sufferings for you, which are your glory.



Ephesians 3 (continued)
A Prayer for the Ephesians

4 For this reason | kneel before the Father, 15 from whom every
family@ in heaven and on earth derives its name. 1| pray that out
of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through
his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your
hearts through faith. And | pray that you, being rooted and
established in love, '® may have power, together with all the
Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and
deep is the love of Christ, 1 and to know this love that surpasses
knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the
fullness of God.

20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we
ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within

us, 2'to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout
all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.
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Ephesians 4
Unity and Maturity in the Body of Christ

4 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, | urge you to live a life worthy of the
calling you have received. 2 Be completely humble and gentle; be
patient, bearing with one another in love. * Make every effort to keep
the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4 There is one

body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you
were called; °one Lord, one faith, one baptism; ¢ one God and Father
of all, who is over all and through all and in all.

"But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned
it. 8 This is why it@ says:

“When he ascended on high,
he took many captives
and gave gifts to his people.”®

% (What does “he ascended” mean except that he also descended to
the lower, earthly regions!9? ' He who descended is the very one who
ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole
universe.) " So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the
evangelists, the pastors and teachers, ?to equip his people for works
of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up '3 until we all
reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and
become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of
Christ.

4 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the
waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by
the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful

scheming. '° Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to
become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that
is, Christ. ® From him the whole body, joined and held together by
every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each
part does its work.
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Ephesians 4 (continued)
Instructions for Christian Living

7So | tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no

longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their thinking. '® They are
darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of

God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of
their hearts. ' Having lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves
over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, and they
are full of greed.

20 That, however, is not the way of life you learned 2! when you heard
about Christ and were taught in him in accordance with the truth that
is in Jesus. 22 You were taught, with regard to your former way of life,
to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful
desires; 22to be made new in the attitude of your minds; 24 and to put
on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and
holiness.

2 Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to
your neighbor, for we are all members of one body. 2¢“In your anger
do not sin”¥: Do not let the sun go down while you are still

angry, 2" and do not give the devil a foothold. 22 Anyone who has been
stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful
with their own hands, that they may have something to share with
those in need.

29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only
what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it
may benefit those who listen. 3 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of
God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 3! Get rid
of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with
every form of malice. 3 Be kind and compassionate to one

another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.
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Ephesians 5

5 ' Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children 2and
walk in the way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for
us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

3 But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or
of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for
God’s holy people. # Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or
coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving. ° For of
this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person—such a
person is an idolater—has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ
and of God."! ¢ Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because
of such things God’s wrath comes on those who are

disobedient. ? Therefore do not be partners with them.

8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live
as children of light ® (for the fruit of the light consists in all

goodness, righteousness and truth) 1° and find out what pleases the
Lord. ' Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but
rather expose them. 2|t is shameful even to mention what the
disobedient do in secret. '* But everything exposed by the

light becomes visible—and everything that is illuminated becomes a
light. 1 This is why it is said:

“Wake up, sleeper, rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”

15Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as

wise, 1® making the most of every opportunity, because the days are
evil. " Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will
is. Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be
filled with the Spirit, 1 speaking to one another with psalms, hymns,
and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to the
Lord, 2° always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Ephesians 5 (continued)
Instructions for Christian Households
21 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.

22 \\ives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to the
Lord. 2 For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head
of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 2 Now as the church
submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in
everything.

25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave
himself up for her 26 to make her holy, cleansing® her by the

washing with water through the word, 2’ and to present her to

himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other
blemish, but holy and blameless. 28 In this same way, husbands ought
to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves
himself. 2° After all, no one ever hated their own body, but they feed
and care for their body, just as Christ does the church— *° for we are
members of his body. 3! “For this reason a man will leave his father
and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one
flesh.” 32 This is a profound mystery—but | am talking about Christ
and the church. 33 However, each one of you also must love his

wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.
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Ephesians 6

6 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2“Honor
your father and mother"—which is the first commandment with a
promise— 3 “so that it may go well with you and that you may
enjoy long life on the earth.”

4 Fathers,™ do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them
up in the training and instruction of the Lord.

5 Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and
with sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ. ¢ Obey them
not only to win their favor when their eye is on you, but as slaves
of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. ” Serve
wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not

people, 8 because you know that the Lord will reward each one for
whatever good they do, whether they are slave or free.

% And masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten
them, since you know that he who is both their Master and
yours is in heaven, and there is no favoritism with him.
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Ephesians 6 (continued)
The Armor of God

1% Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. " Put on
the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the
devil's schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and
blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the
powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in
the heavenly realms. 1® Therefore put on the full armor of God, so
that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your
ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. '* Stand
firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the
breastplate of righteousness in place, ° and with your feet fitted
with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. ¢In
addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can
extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the
helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word
of God.

18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers
and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on
praying for all the Lord’s people. °® Pray also for me, that
whenever | speak, words may be given me so that | will

fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, ?° for which |
am an ambassador in chains. Pray that | may declare it fearlessly,
as | should.

Final Greetings

21 Tychicus, the dear brother and faithful servant in the Lord, will tell you
everything, so that you also may know how | am and what | am doing. 221 am
sending him to you for this very purpose, that you may know how we are, and
that he may encourage you. 2 Peace to the brothers and sisters,[! and love with
faith from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 24 Grace to all who love our
Lord Jesus Christ with an undying love.
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1 John 1:5-10

3 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you:
God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 8 If we claim to
have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and
do not live out the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of
Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all® sin.

8 |f we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth
is not in us. ° If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will
forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we
claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his
word is not in us.

2 Chronicles 7:14

14if my people, who are called by my name, will humble
themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked
ways, then | will hear from heaven, and | will forgive their sin and
will heal their land.
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2 Corinthians 12:1-10

"I must go on boasting. Although there is nothing to be gained, |
will go on to visions and revelations from the Lord. 2| know a man
in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third
heaven. Whether it was in the body or out of the body | do not
know—God knows. 3 And | know that this man—whether in the
body or apart from the body | do not know, but God

knows— #4was caught up to paradise and heard inexpressible
things, things that no one is permitted to tell. °| will boast about a
man like that, but | will not boast about myself, except about my
weaknesses. ® Even if | should choose to boast, | would not be a
fool, because | would be speaking the truth. But | refrain, so no
one will think more of me than is warranted by what | do or

say, " or because of these surpassingly great

revelations. Therefore, in order to keep me from becoming
conceited, | was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of
Satan, to torment me. 8 Three times | pleaded with the Lord to
take it away from me. ® But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient
for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore |
will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that
Christ’s power may rest on me. 1° That is why, for Christ’s sake, |
delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in
difficulties. For when | am weak, then | am strong.



Colossians 3:12-17

12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved,
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness
and patience.’® Bear with each other and forgive one another if
any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord
forgave you. * And over all these virtues put on love, which binds
them all together in perfect unity.

15 et the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of
one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. ¢ Let the
message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and
admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns,
and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your
hearts. 17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him.



Daniel 9:1-19

'In the first year of Darius son of Xerxesl2 (a Mede by descent),
who was made ruler over the Babylonian® kingdom— 2in the first
year of his reign, |, Daniel, understood from the Scriptures,
according to the word of the LORD given to Jeremiah the prophet,
that the desolation of Jerusalem would last seventy years. 3So |
turned to the Lord God and pleaded with him in prayer and
petition, in fasting, and in sackcloth and ashes.

4| prayed to the LORD my God and confessed:

“Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of
love with those who love him and keep his commandments, °we
have sinned and done wrong. We have been wicked and have
rebelled; we have turned away from your commands and

laws. ¢ We have not listened to your servants the prophets, who
spoke in your name to our kings, our princes and our

ancestors, and to all the people of the land.

"“Lord, you are righteous, but this day we are covered with
shame—the people of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem
and all Israel, both near and far, in all the countries where you
have scattered us because of our unfaithfulness to you. 8 We and
our kings, our princes and our ancestors are covered with

shame, LORD, because we have sinned against you. ® The Lord
our God is merciful and forgiving, even though we have rebelled
against him; ®we have not obeyed the LORD our God or kept the
laws he gave us through his servants the prophets. ' All Israel
has transgressed your law and turned away, refusing to obey you.

“Therefore the curses and sworn judgments written in the Law of
Moses, the servant of God, have been poured out on us, because
we have sinned against you. "2 You have fulfilled the words
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spoken against us and against our rulers by bringing on us great
disaster. Under the whole heaven nothing has ever been done
like what has been done to Jerusalem. 13 Just as it is written in the
Law of Moses, all this disaster has come on us, yet we have not
sought the favor of the LORD our God by turning from our sins and
giving attention to your truth. ¥ The LORD did not hesitate to bring
the disaster on us, for the LORD our God is righteous in everything
he does; yet we have not obeyed him.

15“Now, Lord our God, who brought your people out of Egypt with
a mighty hand and who made for yourself a name that endures to
this day, we have sinned, we have done wrong. ¢ Lord, in
keeping with all your righteous acts, turn away your anger and
your wrath from Jerusalem, your city, your holy hill. Our sins and
the iniquities of our ancestors have made Jerusalem and your
people an object of scorn to all those around us.

7“Now, our God, hear the prayers and petitions of your servant.
For your sake, Lord, look with favor on your desolate

sanctuary. '8 Give ear, our God, and hear; open your eyes and
see the desolation of the city that bears your Name. We do not
make requests of you because we are righteous, but because of
your great mercy. ' Lord, listen! Lord, forgive! Lord, hear and act!
For your sake, my God, do not delay, because your city and your
people bear your Name.”



Ephesians 1:3-14

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual
blessing in Christ. 4 For he chose us in him before the creation of
the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In

love *° hel” predestined us for adoption to sonship! through Jesus
Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will— © to the praise of
his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he
loves. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s

grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and
understanding, ® held made known to us the mystery of his will
according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 1°to
be put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment—to bring
unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ.

' In him we were also chosen,! having been

predestined according to the plan of him who works out
everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12in order
that we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for
the praise of his glory. ®* And you also were included in

Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your
salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a
seal, the promised Holy Spirit, *who is a deposit guaranteeing
our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s
possession—to the praise of his glory.
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Ephesians 1:15-23

15 For this reason, ever since | heard about your faith in the Lord
Jesus and your love for all God’s people, 18| have not stopped
giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. '7 | keep
asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious

Father, may give you the Spiritll of wisdom and revelation, so that
you may know him better. 18| pray that the eyes of your heart may
be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he
has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy
people, 1® and his incomparably great power for us who believe.
That power is the same as the mighty strength 2° he exerted when
he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in
the heavenly realms, 2! far above all rule and authority, power and
dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present
age but also in the one to come. 22 And God placed all things
under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for
the church, 2 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills
everything in every way.

Ephesians 2:14-18

4 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups

one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of

hostility, 1° by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands
and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new
humanity out of the two, thus making peace, 1 and in one body to
reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put
to death their hostility. ' He came and preached peace to you
who were far away and peace to those who were near. 18 For
through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.
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Ephesians 3:14-21

4 For this reason | kneel before the Father, 15 from whom every
family@l in heaven and on earth derives its name. 1| pray that out
of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through
his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your
hearts through faith. And | pray that you, being rooted and
established in love, '® may have power, together with all the
Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and
deep is the love of Christ, '® and to know this love that surpasses
knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the
fullness of God.

20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we
ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within

us, 2'to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout
all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.

Ephesians 4:1-6

' As a prisoner for the Lord, then, | urge you to live a life worthy of
the calling you have received. 2Be completely humble and gentle;
be patient, bearing with one another in love. 3 Make every effort to
keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4 There is
one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope
when you were called; ® one Lord, one faith, one baptism; ¢ one
God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.
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Ephesians 4:29-32

29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but
only what is helpful for building others up according to their
needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 3° And do not grieve
the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of
redemption. 3! Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling
and slander, along with every form of malice. 32 Be kind and
compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in
Christ God forgave you.

Ephesians 6:10-18

19 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 1" Put on
the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the
devil's schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and
blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the
powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in
the heavenly realms. 1* Therefore put on the full armor of God, so
that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your
ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 4 Stand
firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the
breastplate of righteousness in place, ° and with your feet fitted
with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. ¢ In
addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can
extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the
helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word
of God.

18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers
and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on
praying for all the Lord’s people.



Galatians 2:20

20| have been crucified with Christ and | no longer live, but Christ
lives in me. The life | now live in the body, | live by faith in the Son
of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

Galatians 5:22-24 (ESV)

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, 2% gentleness, self-control; against such
things there is no law. 24 And those who belong to Christ

Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.

Hebrews 10:19-25
A Call to Persevere in Faith

9 Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to
enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, ?° by a new and
living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his

body, 2! and since we have a great priest over the house of

God, 22|et us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the
full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to
cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies
washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold unswervingly to the

hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 24 And let us
consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good
deeds, ?° not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit
of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you
see the Day approaching.



Hebrews 11:1, 11:6
Faith in Action

11 Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance
about what we do not see.

6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone
who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards
those who earnestly seek him.

Isaiah 41:10-14

10So do not fear, for | am with you; do not be dismayed, for | am
your God. | will strengthen you and help you; | will uphold you with
my righteous right hand.

1 “All who rage against you will surely be ashamed and
disgraced; those who oppose you will be as nothing and perish.

12Though you search for your enemies, you will not find them.
Those who wage war against you will be as nothing at all.

13 For | am the LORD your God who takes hold of your right hand
and says to you, Do not fear; | will help you.

4 Do not be afraid, you worm Jacob, little Israel, do not fear, for |
myself will help you,” declares the LORD, your Redeemer, the
Holy One of Israel.



James 1:2-12

2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, 2 whenever you
face trials of many kinds, 3 because you know that the testing of
your faith produces perseverance. 4Let perseverance finish its
work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking
anything. ®If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who
gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to
you. ¢ But when you ask, you must believe and not

doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea,
blown and tossed by the wind. 7 That person should not expect to
receive anything from the Lord. & Such a person is double-
minded and unstable in all they do.

9 Believers in humble circumstances ought to take pride in their
high position. 1 But the rich should take pride in their
humiliation—since they will pass away like a wild flower. ' For the
sun rises with scorching heat and withers the plant; its blossom
falls and its beauty is destroyed. In the same way, the rich will
fade away even while they go about their business. 2 Blessed is
the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the
test, that person will receive the crown of life that the Lord has
promised to those who love him.
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John 5:19-21

19 Jesus gave them this answer: “Very truly | tell you, the Son can
do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father
doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also

does. 2 For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does.
Yes, and he will show him even greater works than these, so that
you will be amazed. 2! For just as the Father raises the dead and
gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased
to give it.

John 8:47
47 Whoever belongs to God hears what God says. The reason you

do not hear is that you do not belong to God.”

John 14:21

21 Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who
loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and |
too will love them and show myself to them.”



John 15:1-11

“] am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off
every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that
does bear fruit he prunes!@ so that it will be even more

fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word | have
spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as | also remain in you. No branch
can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you
bear fruit unless you remain in me.

5“l am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and | in
you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do

nothing. ¢ If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is
thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown
into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words
remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for

you. & This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit,
showing yourselves to be my disciples.

9“As the Father has loved me, so have | loved you. Now remain in
my love. '°If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love,
just as | have kept my Father's commands and remain in his

love. 1 | have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that
your joy may be complete.
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Joshua 1:7-9
7 “Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the

law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or
to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. 8 Keep
this Book of the Law always on your lips;meditate on it day and
night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it.
Then you will be prosperous and successful. 9 Have | not
commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be

afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with
you wherever you go.”



Matthew 7:7-12

"“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and
the door will be opened to you. & For everyone who asks receives;
the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will
be opened.

¥ “Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a

stone? 1% Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? ' If you,
then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good
gifts to those who ask him! 12 So in everything, do to others what
you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the
Prophets.

Matthew 11:28-30

28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and | will
give you rest. 2° Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for |
am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your
souls. 3° For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”

Matthew 22:34-40
The Greatest Commandment

34 Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees
got together. 3° One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with
this question: 3¢ “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in
the Law?”

37 Jesus replied: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your mind.” 38 This is the first and
greatest commandment. 3° And the second is like it: ‘Love your



neighbor as yourself.’ 4% All the Law and the Prophets hang on
these two commandments.”

Philippians 4:6-7

¢ Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends alll
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.

Proverbs 3:5-7
5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart

and lean not on your own understanding;
6 in all your ways submit to him,

and he will make your paths straight.[a]
7 Do not be wise in your own eyes;

fear the Lord and shun evil.
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Psalm 9:1-10
1| will give thanks to you, Lord, with all my heart;
| will tell of all your wonderful deeds.
2 | will be glad and rejoice in you;
| will sing the praises of your name, O Most High.
3 My enemies turn back;
they stumble and perish before you.
4 For you have upheld my right and my cause,
sitting enthroned as the righteous judge.
%> You have rebuked the nations and destroyed the wicked;
you have blotted out their name for ever and ever.
6 Endless ruin has overtaken my enemies,
you have uprooted their cities;
even the memory of them has perished.
" The Lord reigns forever;
he has established his throne for judgment.
8 He rules the world in righteousness
and judges the peoples with equity.
% The Lord is a refuge for the oppressed,
a stronghold in times of trouble.
1 Those who know your name trust in you,
for you, Lord, have never forsaken those who seek you.

Psalm 20:7
7" Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the
name of the LORD our God.

Psalm 86:11-13

" Teach me your way, LORD, that | may rely on your faithfulness;
give me an undivided heart, that | may fear your name.

121 will praise you, Lord my God, with all my heart; | will glorify
your name forever.



13 For great is your love toward me; you have delivered me from
the depths, from the realm of the dead.

Psalm 131:1-3

"My heart is not proud, LORD, my eyes are not haughty; | do not
concern myself with great matters or things too wonderful for me.
2But | have calmed and quieted myself, | am like a weaned child
with its mother; like a weaned child | am content.

3 Israel, put your hope in the LORD both now and forevermore.

Romans 12:1-2

"Therefore, | urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God'’s
mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing
to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to
the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of
your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s
will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.



Romans 12:3-10
Humble Service in the Body of Christ

3 For by the grace given me | say to every one of you: Do not think
of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself
with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has
distributed to each of you. 4 For just as each of us has one body
with many members, and these members do not all have the
same function, °so in Christ we, though many, form one

body, and each member belongs to all the others. ¢ We have
different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your
gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with

yourld faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then
teach; 8if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is
giving, then give generously; if it is to lead,® do it diligently; if it is
to show mercy, do it cheerfully.

Love in Action

% Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is
good. % Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another
above yourselves.
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