
Gifted
12-Apr: What is my gift?

Series Summary: Every believer has
been empowered by the Spirit and
gifted by God to fulfill the mission of
the Church. Our goal in this series is to
help students see this is true. They
have unique gifts and abilities that
they are called to use for the glory of
God.

Question: How do we discover how
God has gifted us?

Big Idea: The question is not if we have
been gifted by God, it is if we are
willing to do the work to seek and find
out what that gift(s) is.

GET THEM TALKING

How do we discover how God has gifted us? Where should we start?

Leader Note: We will spend the rest of the night answering this question, so don't
feel like you have to explore every aspect of this question all at once.

Transition: Here are a couple of things to consider as you seek out how God has
specifically gifted you.

What has God made you passionate about doing?

Leader Note (clarification): This is not the same as what you feel safe and
comfortable doing. The reality is that God grows us in our faith immensely when we
trust that His strength will see us through rather than our own.

What talents and abilities do you already see in your life?



Leader Note: Many students will be hesitant to answer this question because it feels
like they are bragging about themselves. I would start things off by identifying
talents or abilities that you already see in others. Or you can use yourself as an
example.

What talents and abilities do others see in you?

Leader Note: We are encouraging one another on (Heb 10:24-25). This is what it
means to be a small group! Guys groups especially will be hesitant to do this, but be
patient. They need to learn how to be vulnerable and sincerely encourage one
another.

VIDEO TEACHING

What I learned along the way. Here are some things that I learned from seeking
out how God had gifted me and called me to ministry

1. Personality and gifting are not the same thing! My personality is not one
that is drawn to the stage or attention. I learned how to do so. Trust me I was
not the one in High School you would have picked as a preacher.

2. There is no substitute for going and doing. Learning how to serve, lead,
and use your spiritual gifting in on-the-job training. This is what Jesus did
with his disciples.

3. We grow in our gifting. Simply because it is a spiritual gift does not mean
you will crush it right off the bat.

GROUP DISCUSSION
(on-the-job training)

Passage Context: The 72 mentioned in this passage were Jesus’ disciples (those who
followed Jesus and submitted to his teachings). Jesus has previously sent out the
twelve Apostles on a similar journey/mission, which they may have still been on (Luke
9:1-6). Luke chapter ten shows us that Jesus entrusted important ministry
responsibilities to seemingly everyday people.

Read Luke 10:1-12 as a small Group

Vs 1 - What did Jesus mean when he said “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers
are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest
field”?



Vs 4 - Why do you think Jesus told the 72 to not take a purse or bag?

Leader Note (answer/commentary): These instructions are basically the same as
those given to the Twelve in 9:3–4. The reason was the same—they were to travel
light, spend no time preparing for the trip, and depend upon God and those to
whom they ministered to meet their basic needs. Urgent is their task that they are
not to stop to greet anyone on the road. Jesus did not mean for them to be impolite
to people whom they passed, but rather that they were not to spend precious time
on dallying by the wayside. They had to remain focused on their task.1

Do you think the 72 disciples being sent out were nervous? If so, what were they
nervous about?

Is it a bad thing to have some nerves about sharing the Gospel or using our spiritual
gifting to serve others?

Leader Note (answer): When I am nervous it is because I realize that I cannot do this
on my own and that is a great place to be. We cannot do ministry on our own
strength. When we are serving and being used by God in a way that takes us out of
our comfort zone, then that is a very good thing. It is when we learn to fully depend
on God in every moment that we grow the most in our faith and can be best used by
Him.

When was a time in your life when you boldly served and said yes to God, but you
were nervous doing so?

Vs 10-11 Why did Jesus warn the disciples that sometimes people would reject them
and things would not go well?

Leader Note (answer): Jesus warned them that they may be rejected (“fail”) because
that is exactly what happened. People rejected Jesus (Mark 12:10). Paul was
oftentimes run out of town (Acts 17:5-9). It is important for us to view “failure”, such as
this, the right way.

How should the fact that Jesus' own disciples and apostles sometimes “failed” shape
how we view serving, sharing the Gospel, and using our gifts in ministry?

Leader Note (answer): Two things I think are important to point out.
1. We should not be discouraged when “failure” comes our way. Do not assume

that simply because things go wrong at first means that you are doing

1 Bruce Barton et al., Life Application New Testament Commentary (Wheaton, IL: Tyndale, 2001), 297.



something wrong, or serving in a ministry that is outside of your gifting.
Sometimes things go wrong. That is part of doing the work of ministry.

2. Jesus points out in vs 16 that we should not make “failure” about us. People are
not accepting or rejecting us. They are accepting or rejecting Jesus. In
ministry, always be wary of making the mistake of making it about you.

What can this passage teach us about what it looks like to serve and be used by
God? How can this impact how we go about discovering our spiritual gifting?

Leader Note (landing point): Ultimately the only way to discover what our spiritual
gifting is, is to serve. There is no test that we can take in five minutes that can tell us
what our spiritual gifting is. Discovering that is a journey. We gain more clarity on
how God has gifted us to serve as we try out different areas of ministry and means of
serving. The best advice is to start serving somewhere, and don't be afraid to try out
new areas and ways to be used by God. The key is to get started!
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