
#Follow
5-Apr: Serving is a lifestyle

Series Summary: To be a Christian is to
be a believer and follower of Jesus. But
how are we following Jesus in our
day-to-day lives? In other words, in
order to follow Jesus, and model our
lives after him, we must do what? I
believe one of the key answers to that
question is serving. To follow Jesus we
must serve.

Big Idea/Question: If we sign up to
serve every once in a while, but we do
not adopt servanthood as a lifestyle,
then we miss what it means to follow
Jesus.

GET THEM TALKING

What is the difference between someone who serves, and someone who has
adopted a servanthood lifestyle?

Leader Note: This question will be the main focus of the night, so do not feel like you
have to answer it all at once.

What are some excuses we use for not serving other people?

What mindsets keep us from adopting a servant-minded lifestyle like Jesus’?

Leader Note: The question above is answered directly in the video.

VIDEO TEACHING



Q: What mindsets keep us from adopting a servant-minded lifestyle like Jesus’?

A: There are many valid answers to that question. But I believe ultimately the
mindset that keeps us from serving, much less adopting the lifestyle of
servanthood is selfishness (loving ourselves 1st).

Phil 2:1-4 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ,
if any comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness
and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the
same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition
or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to
your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.

If we sign up to serve every once in a while, but we do not adopt servanthood as a
lifestyle, then we miss what it means to follow Jesus. What it means to follow Jesus
is to BE a servant. Serving others is not just something that we do or sign up for. It
IS WHO WE ARE.

Why? Because it was who Jesus was. Jesus was a servant leader. He served others.
He put the needs of others before his own.

GROUP DISCUSSION
(Jesus as the example)

How did Jesus serve others in his life? How did Jesus model for us what it means to
adopt servanthood as a lifestyle?

Phili 2:5-11 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ
Jesus: 6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God
something to be used to his own advantage; 7 rather, he made himself nothing by
taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8 And being
found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to
death— even death on a cross! 9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and
gave him the name that is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every
knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue
acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

What opportunities in your day-to-day lives do you see to put others first?


