
Jesus took our Punishment | April 2, 2023|
1 year olds thru 4 year olds

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:36-56
CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus died for our sins.  He was buried and He was raised from the dead on the third
day, just as the Scriptures said so I choose to believe in and  follow Jesus, my Savior..
BOTTOM LINE: I choose to believe in and  follow Jesus, my Savior.

THE WIN FOR SUNDAY GROUPS: Give kids a first look at The Bible, Jesus and our need for a Savior by
embracing their physical needs or engaging their interests.  Use The Code when necessary to help redirect
kids and build relationships.

BIBLE PASSAGE CONTEXT
Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born and came into the world is to testify
to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.” John 18:37
Have you ever played the game “Would you rather?” It is a simple question game where you ask someone,
“Would you rather do _____ or _____?” For example, would you rather take an ice bath or swim in a pool of
ketchup? It is a silly game that forces you to decide which of the options given is better than the other.

Jesus always gives us a choice in life and it is up to us to choose which is the best option.

When we look back at the events leading up to Jesus’ death and resurrection –His betrayal at the Garden of
Gethsemane, His humiliation and torture in front of a crowd and His ultimate death on a cross – it seems
impossible that Jesus did all of this for us. He went through unimaginable pain physically, emotionally,

mentally and even spiritually so we would not have to. He took the penalty for our sin and He did it because
He loved us and wanted us to have a choice to love Him in return.

Jesus’ death and resurrection was all a part of God’s plan to invite us into His Kingdom to spend eternity
with Him. He hoped and prayed that we would choose Him, but that is up to us. The second part of the story
is that Jesus rose again just three days after His death. There is hope! We can choose the life of sin and pain

that existed for us before Jesus’ resurrection or we can choose a life of faith and freedom that is available to
us because Jesus rose again.

The heart of the Easter story lies in Christ’s love and desire to give us a choice in life. It is a game of “Would
you rather?” with a much better option: The chance to love and follow Jesus the rest of our lives.

TAKEAWAYS
● The heart of the Easter story lies in Christ’s love and desire to give us a choice in life.
● Easter is God’s invitation for us to believe in Jesus to be forgiven of our sin and to follow Jesus so that

you live the new life that He has for us.
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● Jesus is our Savior and He saves us from our sins. Jesus did this for us because He loves us more than
we could ever imagine.

● We have to make the choice every day to follow Jesus.
● BOTTOM LINE: I choose to believe in and follow Jesus, my Savior.

Small Group Prayer: Dear God, Thank you for your son, Jesus, and for what He did on the cross for us.
Because of His sacrifice, we can be forgiven of our sins and spend forever with you one day in heaven.
When we make the decision to believe in you our lives are forever changed for the better!  Thank you for
being so good for us and for our unconditional love.  We love you so much. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Social: Easter Games
What you Need: Roku Games,  Memory Game Cards (1 set per group)
What you do:

● Before the session, choose which games you will play as a group.  There are several options of
digital games on the Roku channel.   If you want a quiet activity you can setup the Memory
Game.

It is important for kids to connect to each other and you by playing a game before you get started with
teaching.  Games build relationships and allow new kids to find someone to connect with as they learn
social skills of taking turns and listening.

Introduce the Story:
What You Need: story basket, angry emoji, bag of coins, handcuffs, crown of thorns, cross, torn cloth
What to Say:
Today we are learning about the Bible story of Jesus’ Sacrifice.  We are going to hear about the very special
thing Jesus did for us and the reason why we celebrate Easter.  Let’s see what is in our special basket today.
(Show the basket.)

(Show the angry emoji.) Oh no!  It’s a mad face!  I think that’s because during this period of time, the Jewish
leaders did not like what Jesus was doing or how he claimed to be the Son of God so they made a plan to
arrest Him.  On the count of three, let’s all say “Oh no!”  Ready?  1….2….3…!

(Show bag of coins.)  It’s a bag of coins!  Do you hear them?  These are in our basket because one of Jesus’
disciples , Judas, decided to betray Jesus and give him over to the religious leaders for some money.  What
else is in our basket?

(Show handcuffs.) These are handcuffs.  These are in here because Jesus was in a garden praying when
Judas showed the men who Jesus was.  Jesus was arrested and taken to the rulers of the land.  Jesus was
presented before the council.  The council asked if he was the Messiah, the Savior of the Jews.  Jesus said,
“You say that I am.”  This made the council so angry!  (Have kids make angry face.)  Make your most angry
faces on the count of three. Ready?  1…2…3!

Wow!  Those were some angry faces! They then took Jesus to the Roman ruler, Pilate.  He heard the case
against Jesus.  Pilate didn’t think Jesus did anything wrong.  So Pilate said that they would punish Jesus
then release Him.

(Show crown of thorns.)  Oh this is sad.  This is a crown of thorns like the one they put on Jesus’ head.  The
crowds kept yelling “crucify Him!”  Because of the crowds, Pilate turned Jesus over the Roman soldiers to be
crucified.  Jesus was beaten. His clothes were torn and taken from Him.  A crown of thorns was even placed
on his head.  There’s something else in here I want to show you.

(Show cross.)  This is a cross.  Jesus was forced to take his heavy cross up a mountain. Because his body was
so hurt and the cross was too heavy, he needed help carrying his cross. He couldn’t carry it on his own.
Once they got to the top of the mountain, Jesus was nailed to the cross.  They waited for him to die.  Jesus
knew that he needed to die so the people could be forgiven of their sins.  Let’s see what happened next.
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(Show torn cloth.)  It’s a torn cloth. We have that in here because the moment Jesus died, the curtain from
the temple that separated the priests from God’s holy place tore in two.  A soldier who watched the whole
thing said “This man truly was the Son of God.”  Jesus' body was then placed in a tomb.  Three days had
passed and it seemed that there was no hope.

Let’s check out the basket.  Is there anything else in it?  (Show empty basket.) Nope.  It’s empty. That’s
because very early Sunday morning, women who cared for Jesus went to go visit his body and found that
his tomb was EMPTY!  Jesus was no longer there!  An angel was there and said “Don’t be afraid. He is not
here.  He is risen!”
For the next 40 days, Jesus went to his disciples and many other people and showed them that he was alive
and well.  He told them that what he did was the only way they could be forgiven and be with God forever.

What a great story! Jesus did an incredible thing for us.  Jesus died on the cross so we could be forgiven for
our sins and so we can one day spend forever with him in Heaven.  This is why we celebrate Easter.
Jesus did all of this because He loves us so  much!  We can choose to follow Jesus by believing in Jesus.

Play the Teaching Video on DVD or Roku

APPLICATION ACTIVITY: Decorate a Cross
What You Need: air dry clay, cross cookie cutters, decorations to stick in the clay, plastic plates with sin
written on it in sharpie marker (1 per kid), dough rollers and
What You Do:

● Before the session, write sin on the middle of a plastic plate for each kid in the group.
● Give each kid a small ball of air dry clay.
● Encourage kids to use the dough tools to flatten their dough and use the cookie cutter to cut it into

the shape of a cross.
● Show each kid the plate.  Read the word to them.
● Ask them if they know what sin is.  “Sin is anything we do, say or think that separates us from God.

All of us sin and need a way to be close to God again.  Jesus is the way.  He lived a perfect life, to die
on the cross to take the punishment we deserve.  The cross you made today is a reminder for you to
take home of what Jesus did for each of us in his death and resurrection.  He did not stay dead.  His
resurrection shows us that sin is defeated and we can believe in Jesus to not be seen by God for our
sins anymore.”

● Help the kids place their crosses on top of the word sin on their plate.
● Allow kids to press decorations into the crosses to make them pretty.
● Encourage kids to let the cross completely dry and then tell someone at home what it means that

the cross covers our sin.
What You Say “ This week we learned about Jesus’ sacrifice and how we can choose to follow Jesus
because He is our Savior.  I want you to know that Jesus died on the cross because He loves you.  Because of
what Jesus did for us, we can one day spend forever with him in heaven.  Remember Jesus did this amazing
thing because he loves you more than you could ever imagine.”

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: Bunny Says
What You Need: Bunny Says cards (1 set per group), coloring page, crayons
What You Do:

● Form a circle with kids sitting on the floor.
● The group leader draws a card one at a time reading the command aloud to the group.
● Players must obey the command when it starts with the phrase “Bunny says.”
● If you follow a command that doesn’t begin with “Bunny says” you are out of the game.
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● Be careful, there are some cards where other characters may give you instructions.  Remember you
should only listen to the bunny.

● The last player standing wins!
● Give each kid some crayons and the color page to complete while you watch the video.

What You Say “What a great story! Jesus did an incredible thing for us.  Jesus died on the cross so we could
be forgiven for our sins and so we can one day spend forever with him in Heaven.  This is why we celebrate
Easter. mJesus did all of this because He loves us so  much!  We can choose to follow Jesus by believing in
Jesus. “

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
● Who are some other people or what are some other things you have to listen to or follow?

[Allow responses.]  That is right! It is important for you to follow those things, but the Bible tells us
the most important thing is to follow Jesus.

● Why do you think it is important to believe in and follow Jesus? [Allow responses.]  It is important
for us to believe in and follow Jesus because we cannot be saved from our sins without Jesus.

● So when you hear the word “sin,” what comes to mind? [Allow responses.] The truth is, we all
struggle with sin. That is why Jesus died for us, to save us from our sins.  When we ask God for
forgiveness and choose to believe in Jesus, we can spend forever with Him one day in heaven.

● What does choosing to follow Jesus look like?  What does it look like at home, school, on the
sports field? [Allow responses.]  As Christians, we have to make the choice every day to follow Jesus.
It may not always be easy to follow Jesus every day, but the Bible tells us that He will help us through
our struggles.

TRANSITION TO HOME: Prepare kids to talk with their family about what they learned today.
● As family members arrive to pick up their kid, greet them and tell them one thing you noticed about

their kid that day or something you talked to each kid about remembering this week.
● If there is time to chat with the family, ask how you can pray for them this week.
● Say bye to the kid and call them by name.
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