
1 Corinthians
7-Dec: Centrality of the Resurrection

Series Summary: It is easy to expect
perfection from the local Church. But
this is an unhealthy, unrealistic, and
unbiblical expectation. Instead, we
learn in the book of 1 Corinthians that
we must patiently and passionately
seek out the Lord together, even when
it is messy.

Big Idea/Question: To be the church
we must be 100% clear on who Jesus is.
There is room for disagreement in
some areas but not when it comes to
Jesus.

GET THEM TALKING

To truly be a Christian we must believe what? What are some non-negotiables of the
Christian faith?

Leader Note: What makes us Christians? Christ! Do you believe he is your savior? Do
you believe that he rose from the grave? Do you believe that he died for the sins of all
mankind? Do you believe in Him? The Corinthian church was not in agreement on
who Jesus was. This crippled them as a body. The same can be true today if we do
not learn from their example.

GROUP DISCUSSION
(The Problem)

Leader Note (History): Paul probably received this confessional statement (vs 3-4) 20
years earlier at his baptism in Damascus and later handed it over to the Corinthians
when he established the church there. This vital summary of Christian belief was



formed during the period between Christ’s resurrection and Paul’s Damascus call
and baptism. This formula was carried by fugitives from Paul’s persecutions to
Damascus, where it was handed over to the new convert at his baptism. This
statement may be the earliest formulation of NT Christianity, predating Paul’s earliest
letters by 15 years.1

1 Corinthians 15:1-7 Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I
preached to you, which you received and on which you have taken your stand. 2 By
this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise,
you have believed in vain. 3 For what I received I passed on to you as of first
importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was
buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that he
appeared to Cephas,  and then to the Twelve. 6 After that, he appeared to more than
five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still
living, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the
apostles, 8 and last of all he appeared to me (Paul) also, as to one abnormally born.

What are some non-negotiables of the Christian faith that Paul emphasizes here? If
it helps vs 3 and 4 are the main focus.

Vs 5-6 Why does it matter so much that Jesus appeared to so many people after he
rose from the grave?

Why is the resurrection of Jesus so important to our faith?

Leader Note: I will address the question directly in the video.

VIDEO TEACHING
(Jesus > Culture)

Once again the Corinthian church was caving, putting culture above Jesus. Greek
philosophy at the time looked down on the notion of a bodily resurrection.

The resurrection is questioned today. People like the idea of Jesus as a teacher or
as a compassionate miracle worker. But Jesus was more than that. He was the
messiah who conquered sin and death. If Jesus did not raise up from the dead…

1 Cor 15:12-18

1 Ted Cabal et al., The Apologetics Study Bible: Real Questions, Straight Answers, Stronger Faith
(Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2007), 1730.



● If you doubt the resurrection of Jesus then you doubt our bodily
resurrection. What are we believing then?

● If you doubt the resurrection what future hope do you have?

The Christian atheist: The problem is that many Christians claim to believe in
Jesus' resurrection and future return but it does not show in their lives.

Transition to group - But if we truly believe that there is a future hope everything
is changed. That is what we are going to talk about in small group. How should
Jesus’ return impact how we live our lives.

GROUP DISCUSSION
(living with the end in mind)

1 Corinthians 15:51-58 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For
the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be
changed. 53 For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the
mortal with immortality. 54 When the perishable has been clothed with the
imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will
come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.”

55 “Where, O death, is your victory?
Where, O death, is your sting?” l

56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God!
He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 58 Therefore, my dear brothers
and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work
of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.

If we truly believe that Jesus will one day come again just as Paul described in the
verses above how will we live our lives?

Leader Note: If you or your group prefer to use fill-in-the-blanks you can rephrase
the question this way. Because I believe that Jesus will one day come again I
__________.


