
Galatians
1-Feb: Freedom from Divisions

Series Summary: The true Gospel sets
us free. We are no longer slaves like we
were before. The question is do we
understand how free we are? Do we
understand what it means to be set
free from sin, selfishness, and
meaningless divisions?

Big Idea/Question: Because of the
Gospel we are free from the petty
divisions and arguments that turn us
against one another.

LIVE TEACHING

The church in Galatia had its problems… much like the Church of Corinth did.

Gal 1:6-7…. They believed in a false Gospel of works but Paul preached the true
Gospel

Gal 2:15-16

Gal 2:19-21…. Because you are a new creation, you have been set free from slavery

Gal 5:1 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let
yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.

This raises some questions that need answers…
● What are the things that enslave and control us?
● What does it look like to live a life of freedom in Christ?
● How do we make sure we never again allow ourselves to be enslaved by

anything?



GET THEM TALKING
(series intro)

What did Russell say that stuck out to you?

Galatians 5:1 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not
let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.

What did Paul mean that we are set free? What have we been set free from?

Answer/Leader Note: Paul wanted to make it perfectly clear that believers in Christ
have been set free from being slaves to sin. Because of God’s work in our lives,
through the ministry of the Holy Spirit, we do not have to turn back to our old way of
life that was controlled by sinful habits.

For further Study: Paul talks more about us being set free from our sin in Romans
6:1-7.

What are some things in our lives that can control us (that we are slaves to)?

How do you know if you are a slave to a sinful habit?

Leader Note: Many people will deny that they are controlled by destructive (sinful)
habits by using the justification “I could stop any time, if I wanted to.” This is a poor
measuring stick because something can be dishonoring to God and destructive and
we still “don't want to stop.” It is not if you can stop, but should you stop when it is
obvious that you should.

GROUP DISCUSSION
(freedom from divisions)

Section introduction: The gospel has set us free from being slaves to sin. But this is
not all that we have been set free from. We see in the rest of Paul’s letter to the
Galatian Church that the Gospel has set us free from petty divisions and arguments.
Because of what Jesus did on the cross we are unified in Christ.

Galatians 3:26-29 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for
all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There
is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you
are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed,
and heirs according to the promise.



What did Paul mean when he said “There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave
nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus”?

Leader Note/Answer: Paul was not saying that there is no difference between males
and females, or Jews and Gentiles. What he was saying is that all are free to believe in
Jesus, and all are viewed equally before Christ. Regardless of gender, wealth, or race,
our identity should come from Christ above all else. We are first, and foremost,
believers in Jesus. This truth should impact the way that we view one another. Our
faith in Christ should unify us because it is what our identity is rooted in above
everything else. Sameness does not equal unity, an identity rooted in Christ does!

What are some identities that people place as more important than Christ? In other
words, they would say I am a ______________ and that matters more than who Christ
says I am.

Set up the next passage: The early church struggled with divisions between Jews
and Gentiles extensively. They struggled with this racial and cultural divide so much
that Paul had to confront the Apostle Peter for taking part in this church division.

Galatians 2:11-14 When Cephas (The Apostle Peter) came to Antioch, I opposed him
to his face, because he stood condemned. 12 For before certain men came from
James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw
back and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who
belonged to the circumcision group. 13 The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so
that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray. 14 When I saw that they were
not acting in line with the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas in front of them all,
“You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew. How is it, then, that you
force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs?

What are things that divide the church today that should not?

How can we work through issues as the church without allowing them to divide us?
In other words, what is a God-honoring way for two believers to disagree?

Answer/Further Study: Jesus gave us amazing wisdom on how we should deal with
sin and conflict within the church in Matthew 18:15-20.

Why is it so important that the church is not divided?

Answer/Further Study: Jesus made it abundantly clear that the world (those who do
not know Christ) will know us (believers) by how we love one another in John
13:34-35. Conflict among believers, within the church, is an opportunity to show that
we do love one another by disagreeing in God-honoring ways.


