
Here are your Idols
Success

Series Summary: Idolatry is a sin that the nation of Israel dealt with time and time
again as they worshiped false gods such as Baal. It is easy for us today to assume that
because do not worship false gods in temples that idolatry is a thing of the past.
Nothing could be further from the truth. Instead, idolatry is alive today because just
like Israel we worship things other than God. The question is what are they?

Big Idea/Question: We can easily look at our accomplishments and turn them into
the things we worship. When we do this we are worshiping ourselves.

___________________________________________________________________________________

GET THEM TALKING

Just because something is an idol does not mean that it is bad or evil. We can easily
make idols out of things that are not sinful at all. In fact, we often make idols out of
good things that are gifts from God. What are some examples of good gifts that God
has given us that we worship?

Leader Note (answer/transition): There are a bunch of valid answers to this
question. But one we are going to camp on tonight is success. God may have blessed
you with gifts (intellectual, athletic, etc…) and/or blessed you with success. Being
successful is not a bad thing, especially if that success was gained honestly. But good
blessings can easily become idols because of our sinful nature.

Why is it so tempting to idolize (worship) success?

In junior high and high school, what does this look like? What does it look like to



idolize success at your age?

GROUP DISCUSSION
(__________)

How do you know if you idolize success?

Leader Note (Answer): The simple answer is that we know we idolize success when
our world and faith fall apart when we fail. It is in those moments of crisis and failure
that we can clearly see what our faith is built on, Christ or our own achievements.

Transition (Passage Context): The Apostle Paul by all means was a successful
church planter and missionary. However, on a humanitarian trip to Jerusalem, he
was arrested by the Jewish authorities. As a Roman citizen, Paul chose to appeal his
case to the Roman Emperor. Paul went from a free man successfully planting and
pastoring Churches all around the Mediterranean to a prisoner facing a possible
death sentence for preaching the Gospel. Here is how he responded….

Philippians 4:10-13 I rejoiced greatly in the Lord that at last you renewed your
concern for me. Indeed, you were concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it.
11 I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content
whatever the circumstances. 12 I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is
to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation,
whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I can do all this
through him who gives me strength.

What was Pauls mindset? How was it radically different than idolizing success?

Vs 13 - What was Paul saying Christ had given him the strength to do?

Leader Note (answer): Christ had given Paul the ability to be content in every
situation. Christ had given Paul the strength to rejoice even though he was in prison
awaiting trial for doing nothing wrong. What is ironic is that when this passage is
taken out of context it is used to communicate the message of “christ will give the
strength to succeed.”

VIDEO TEACHING



Idolizing success is worshiping yourself: One of the main problems with idolizing
success is that at the end of the day it it idolizing ourselves. It is all about what we
achieve and what we earn. Our world eventually revolves around us.

Transition - This worship of self goes directly against what and who we are called
to be as followers of Jesus.

Phil 2:1-4 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ,
if any comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness
and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the
same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition
or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to
your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.

But why can't I make it about me? Because Jesus never did! Jesus chose humility,
selflessness so that we may have life

Phil 2:5-8

This does not mean
1. This does not mean being successful is a bad thing!
2. This does not mean that we can not still strive to succeed.

This does mean
1. our faith should in Christ be unchanged when we fail at something
2. Our definition of what success is needs to radically change

Transition - Paul in his letter to the Phillipian church shows us a radically better
picture and definition of success

GROUP DISCUSSION
(A new definition)

How would you finish this sentence? In God’s eyes, I am successful if I ___________.

Philippians 1:12-18 Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has
happened to me has actually served to advance the gospel. 13 As a result, it has
become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone else that I am in
chains for Christ. 14 And because of my chains, most of the brothers and sisters have
become confident in the Lord and dare all the more to proclaim the gospel without



fear.

15 It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others out of
goodwill. 16 The latter do so out of love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of
the gospel. 17 The former preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely,
supposing that they can stir up trouble for me while I am in chains. 18 But what does
it matter? The important thing is that in every way, whether from false motives or
true, Christ is preached. And because of this I rejoice.

What was Paul's definition of success while he was in prison?

Leader Note (answer): The Gospel was shared and God was glorified. In Paul’s book,
and rightfully so, that was a win.

How was Paul’s biblical definition of success radically different than our own
definitions of success?


