
Gifted
22-Mar: I am Gifted. Period.

Series Summary: Every believer has
been empowered by the Spirit and
gifted by God to fulfill the mission of
the Church. Our goal in this series is to
help students see this is true. They
have unique gifts and abilities that
they are called to use for the glory of
God.

Big Idea/Question: Every believer in
Jesus Christ has spiritual gifts that they
are called to use.

GET THEM TALKING

Leader Note: I wouldn't introduce the topic of the series until after this question.
Otherwise, this question will be a bit of a give-me question.

How would you finish this sentence? Every believer in Jesus Christ is ___________?

Setting up the series: There are many valid and true answers to this question. As
believers, we are forgiven, redeemed, adopted, etc… but one key answer that is often
neglected is gifted. Every believer in Jesus Christ has a spiritual gift that they are
called to use. Throughout the rest of this series we are going to see…

● What those spiritual gifts are
● What happens when we neglect or choose not to use our gifts
● What happens when we as a church work in unity



GROUP DISCUSSION
(Spiritual gifting is a gift)

Read Romans 12:3-8 together as a small group

Vs 3 - Why is it so important to not be prideful and arrogant when it comes to our
faith? Specifically in regard to our spiritual gifts?

How does the church function like a body?

Leader Note: Not everyone has the same role within a church because not everyone
has the same gifting. This is a good thing. This helps to keep us humble, and leads us
to rely on one another. Do not feel like you need to dive too deep into this aspect of
the passage as this will be the focus of next week.

Vs 4-6 - Why do you think God chose to give each person different gifts?

Leader Note: We have different gifts from God, but we have the same mission. The
church has one mission- to love God, love people, and make disciples. But within that
mission, we each have unique gifts, abilities, and passions that we bring to the table.

Are some of us more gifted than others?

Leader Note (Answer): Sure. It is very possible, if not probable, that some Christians
are given more gifts than others. But the passage makes it crystal clear that there is
no such thing as a believer in Jesus that has not been equipped, empowered, and
gifted by God. We also need to be careful about comparing ourselves and our gifts to
other Christians. Our identity has to be rooted in God’s love and mercy for us, not our
spiritual gifts.

Is using our spiritual gifts a command or a suggestion?

Leader Note (Answer): It is 100% a command. The problem is that we treat it as if it is
a suggestion. Failing to do the right thing that God has called us to do is what is
referred to as a sin of omission. The wrong is not in what we did, but rather in what
we failed to do.

What happens if we choose to not use our spiritual gifts?

Leader Note: The question above is the focus of the video teaching and the 2nd half
of the group discussion.



VIDEO TEACHING

Q: What happens if we choose to not use our spiritual gifts? A: We remain spiritual
babies. Until we are used by God we will never grow to spiritual maturity.

Eph 4:11-13 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the
pastors and teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of service, so that the body
of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the
knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole
measure of the fullness of Christ.

A: We remain spiritual babies. Until we are used by God we will never grow to
spiritual maturity.

Eph 4:14-16 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves,
and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and
craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the truth in
love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the
head, that is, Christ. 16 From him the whole body, joined and held together by
every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its
work.

To grow in our faith and reach any level of spiritual maturity we have to break free
from the mindset of being a spiritual consumer. Spiritual consumers think that
they will grow simply because they take in more bible, go to more camps, etc…. The
Bible, sermons, and camps are all good things. But ultimately what grows us is
taking what we have learned and putting it into use, to glorify God and grow
the Kingdom.

Transition to Groups: If we neglect to obey Christ calling to use our spiritual gifting
it is not just us who suffer….

GROUP DISCUSSION
(The church is a team)

Who would be affected if you chose to not use the spiritual gift(s) that God gave you?

Leader Note (answer): As we saw in the video teaching, we are affected when we
choose to not serve and use the spiritual gift(s) that we have. But it is also true that



those who we would have served and/or shared the Gospel with are also affected
(Matt 5:14-16).

Transition: We see in 1 Corinthians 12:12-16 that the church body (other believers) are
affected when we choose to not use our spiritual gifts (be a functioning part of the
body).

Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-26 together as a small group

Vs 12 - Why did Paul use the analogy of the church being a body with many parts?
What was he getting at?

Leader Note (answer): The answer is found in the following verses. Just like a body,
the Church is made up of parts (people) that are different and unique, but all vital to
the overall health of the body.

Vs 15-17 - What happens when we decide that we will not function in the role that
God designed us to? What happens when we decide that we don't want to play our
part?

Leader Note (answer/big idea): The rest of the body suffers (vs 26). If we choose to
not boldly use the spiritual gifts that God has given us, everyone suffers.

● We suffer because we do not grow in our faith to spiritual maturity.
● Those who we would have served and blessed with our spiritual gift(s) are

neglected.
● Lastly, the church as a whole suffers just as a person whose hand or foot

stopped functioning would.

What is wrong with becoming prideful about your spiritual gift?

Vs 21-26 -  How does viewing our spiritual gifts rightly (as God sees them) lead to
unity in the church?


