
#Follow
29-Mar: A faith worth following

Series Summary: To be a Christian is to
be a believer and follower of Jesus. But
how are we following Jesus in our
day-to-day lives? In other words, in
order to follow Jesus and model our
lives after him we must do what? I
believe one of the key answers to that
question is serving. To follow Jesus we
must serve.

Big Idea/Question: If we claim to
know Jesus, but we do not act like
Jesus, will anybody listen?

GET THEM TALKING

Imagine someone mimicked everything that you did in your life and in your faith.
They adopted your habits, your way of thinking, speaking, all of it.

● What habits and mindsets would you be excited that they picked up?
● What habits and mindsets would you be nervous or even convicted that they

picked up?

James 2:14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith
but has no deeds? Can such faith save them?

What is James getting at in 2:14? What is he telling us?

Leader Note (clarification): James (Jesus’ half-brother) is not claiming that we are
somehow saved by deeds or works. Paul makes it abundantly clear in Eph 2:8-9 that
we are saved by grace alone and not by works. Instead, James is challenging
believers in Jesus to examine their own faith and ask the question: what good has it



done? To put it another way, how has your faith benefited or blessed someone else?
If we struggle to answer that question something is wrong.

What is an example of a deed or a good work in your faith? In other words, what are
some examples of how you are obeying, or could obey God, and bless others?

What does it say about our faith if we have faith (belief in Jesus Christ), but no deeds
(acting like Christ)?

Leader Note (transition): The video teaching tonight addresses this very question. If
we claim to have faith in Jesus Christ, but there is no evidence of it in our lives, then
we have missed out on how the Gospel should transform our lives.

VIDEO TEACHING

Why do some Christians believe in Jesus Christ and yet their lives go unchanged?
Why is there a lack of good works (or fruit) in our lives? There are a couple of valid
answers to this question, but I believe the most common answer can be found in
Romans 6.

Rom 6:1 What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may
increase?

The get-out-of-hell/free kind of faith. Unfortunately, this false view of the Gospel
is very common today. The problem is this treats Jesus’ death on the cross as a
get-out-of-jail-free card. Jesus is far more than that!

Rom 6:2-4 By no means! We are those who have died to sin; how can we live in it
any longer? 3 Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into his death? 4 We were therefore buried with him through
baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through
the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.

The old us is dead. We died to our old self which was selfish, sinful, and lazy. We
have been made new. We have a new life. That new life has given us the
opportunity to live out our faith with boldness and serve others.

The Gospel is our why for everything… including serving

GROUP DISCUSSION



(A faith worth following)

James 2:15-19 Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 If
one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing
about their physical needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is
not accompanied by action, is dead.

18 But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.”

Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by my deeds. 19 You
believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder.

Vs 17- Why is faith that is not accompanied by action, dead?

Leader Note (answer): A faith that does not change our lives, and leads us to love
and serve those around us, is a useless faith. It does not benefit anybody around us. It
does not point others to the love and mercy of Jesus. It is dead because it might as
well be dead.

Vs 18 - How can our deeds show others our faith? Try to be as specific as possible.
When was a time in your life when your actions showed that you believed in Jesus
Christ?

Leader Note (vs 19 clarification): James makes it very clear in vs 19 that simply
believing in a God (monotheism, agnosticism) does not save us. Belief is a good
starting point, but simply believing in a God does not save. What saves us is the
Gospel. The Gospel is that we are sinners in desperate need of a savior (Rom
3:23-25). That savior is Jesus Christ and Him alone (James 14:6). All who believe in
Jesus Christ will be saved from their sin and condemnation (John 3:16-17). If your
students do not fully understand this, then use the questions below.

● What does it mean to be a Christian? What makes us a Christian?
● Does simply believing in God alone save us?
● What saves us from the consequences of our sin?

James 2:20-24 You foolish person, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is
useless? 21 Was not our father Abraham considered righteous for what he did when
he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that his faith and his actions were
working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did. 23 And the
scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him



as righteousness,” and he was called God’s friend. 24 You see that a person is
considered righteous by what they do and not by faith alone.

Leader Note (Passage context): James here is referencing the account of Abraham
being called by God to sacrifice his son Issac In Genesis. This was a heartbreaking
request for Abraham because he loved Issac dearly. In the end, God commanded
Abraham to not harm Issac, and provided a ram to be sacrificed instead. James is
using this account to point out two theological truths.

1. We are saved by faith alone. In both the Old and New testaments we are saved
by our faith, not by our works (Rom 5).

2. Others will judge our faith by our actions. We may claim to have sound
doctrine, and all the right answers, but if our actions do not back it up then no
one is going to listen (John 13:35).

Who is someone in your life that does not know Christ, and needs to both hear the
Gospel, and see you live out the Gospel by lovingly serving others?


