
Belief: What we believe
29-Mar: The Prosperity Gospel

Series Summary: Many view doctrine
as something that is only important for
pastors. Nothing could be further from
the truth. What we believe matters.
This is why Paul told young Timothy to
watch his doctrine closely (1 Tim 4:16)

Big Idea/Question: If heaven and hell
are real, then we must be sure of our
salvation and the security of our future
with Jesus.  So, the question isn’t just is
heaven real, but can I know for sure
that I’m going to heaven and nothing
can change that?

GET THEM TALKING

What is the appeal of the prosperity gospel? Why do people like the idea that God is
going to bless you with an easy life, money, success, etc….

What is the problem with the prosperity gospel?

Leader Note: Here are a couple of ways you can steer the conversation.
1. The problem with the prosperity gospel is that it is a false Gospel.
2. The problem with the prosperity gospel is that it treats God (Jesus) as an end

to our means. Jesus becomes a means to money, wealth, success, etc… rather
than being our savior and example of righteousness.

In what situations does the prosperity Gospel fail us?

Leader Note (answer): The second you are not prosperous. What happens when
tragedy strikes your life? What happens when you fail at something? If you view God



as a mere means to success you will be left with a crisis of faith when you go through
any kind of valley.

If God’s plan is best for us and it gives us hope for the future, what does the blessed
life look like?  Will it always be easy?  Will we always “feel” blessed?

Transition/answer: We will not always feel blessed because there will be times of
difficulty in our lives. Believing in Jesus does not spare us from difficulty (Rom 8:32).
But the good news is this, even when we do not “feel blessed” God’s blessings are
always present. The key is that we have to know what those blessings look like.

GROUP DISCUSSION
(spiritual blessings)

Be looking For: As you read Ephesians 1:3-8 together be looking for what spiritual
blessings has god given every believer.

Read Ephesians 1:3-8 as a small group

How has God blessed every believer in Jesus Christ?

When times are going good in your life, what can you do to remember that God is
the one who is blessing you?

When times aren’t going well in our life, what can we do to remember that God has
blessed us and is working in us?

Knowing that God has blessed us and is blessing us leads us to what the Bible calls
contentment.  Contentment recognizes that God has blessed us fully.  We don’t need
anything else and we can get through any season with Jesus.

PHILIPPIANS 4:11-13 I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to
be content whatever the circumstances. 12 I know what it is to be in need, and I
know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and
every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I
can do all this through him who gives me strength.

What can you do this week to choose contentment and the strength that Jesus
provides?


