
Jesus is Out Front| March 26, 2023|
1 year olds thru 4 year olds

BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 19:28-44
CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus died for our sins.  He was buried and He was raised from the dead on the third
day, just as the Scriptures said so He deserves my worship and full devotion.
BOTTOM LINE: I will worship Jesus because He is my Savior.

THE WIN FOR SUNDAY GROUPS: Give kids a first look at The Bible, Jesus and our need for a Savior by
embracing their physical needs or engaging their interests.  Use The Code when necessary to help redirect
kids and build relationships.

BIBLE PASSAGE CONTEXT
The next day the great crowd that had come for the festival heard that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem.
They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord! Blessed is the king of Israel!” John 12:12-13
Imagine you are standing before a crowd, getting ready to appear to dozens of people yelling and praising
your name. You must have done something pretty impressive to end up in this place and you would likely
be excited to meet your adoring fans. When Jesus found himself in this same position on Palm Sunday, But
instead of excitement, He felt sadness.  He wept tears of sorrow rather than joy. Instead of excitement as

The crowd could not wait to finally see Jesus, the King they had been waiting for.  They waved palm fronds,
laid down their coats and robes to create a path for Him and praised His name as they welcomed Him. But
Jesus looked upon the crowd knowing that these same people who worshiped Him now would soon reject
Him and send Him to the cross just days later.

Jesus desperately wanted both His followers and His offenders to know how much He loved them so He
wept for them and their salvation. He continued through the city to follow through with the task at hand,
knowing God had a great plan for Him that would allow Him to save each and every one of those people –
even those who did not yet love Him in return.

Now thousands of years later, we are fortunate to know the full story. Jesus’ followers then did not know
what He was about to do for them or the great sacrifice He would soon make by dying on the cross to cover
all our sins and allow us to live in eternity with Him. We know the full story, which allows us to fully praise
God for not only who He is but what He did to show His love for us.

Worship is more than just singing, it is an act of gratitude and remembrance.  When we worship God, we
are thanking Him for everything – past, present and  future – He has done.

TAKEAWAYS
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● Worship is more than just singing, it is an act of gratitude and remembrance.
● When we worship God, we are thanking Him for everything – past, present and  future – He has done.
● Just like the people in the Bible story, the Bible tells us that we should show our love to God too!
● God deserves our praise not only for what He has done for us, but also because of who He is.
● BOTTOM LINE: I will worship Jesus because He is my Savior.

Small Group Prayer: Thank you for being so good to us.  Because of what Jesus did during His time on
Earth, we can spend forever one day with You.  Your love for us is unconditional and no matter what, you
promise to love us and have an incredible plan specifically for each and every one of us.  You are worthy of
our praise not only because of what you have done for us, but because of who you are.  We love you. In
Jesus’ name, Amen.

Social: Easter Games
What you Need: Roku Games,  Memory Game Cards (1 set per group)
What you do:

● Before the session, choose which games you will play as a group.  There are several options of
digital games on the Roku channel.   If you want a quiet activity you can setup the Memory
Game.

● It is important for kids to connect to each other and you by playing a game before you get
started with teaching.  Games build relationships and allow new kids to find someone to
connect with as they learn social skills of taking turns and listening.

Introduce the Story:
What You Need: story basket, party noise maker, donkey, palm branch, coat, angry emoji,
What to Say:
Today we are learning about the Bible story called, The Triumphal Entry.  We are going to hear about how
the people worshiped Jesus as he arrived in Jerusalem. I have our special basket and it is going to help us
learn our Bible story.  So let’s see what’s inside.

(Show party noise maker.)  Oh look, we have a party noise maker!  I think that’s because in our Bible story,
the people were celebrating a festival called Passover and that was why Jesus was going to Jerusalem.

Let’s see what else is in our basket.  (Show small donkey stuffed animal.)  Wow!  What animal is this?
That’s right!  This is a donkey.  In our story, Jesus told two of his disciples to go on ahead of him and to get a
donkey from a village.  So the disciples untied the donkey and took it to Jesus.

Here is the amazing thing:  before Jesus was even born, God had said that the Savior, the King of Israel,
would come to Israel this way. Jesus was doing just as God had said!

I think there is something else in our basket.  Are you ready to see what it is?  (Show palm branch.)  It’s a
palm branch.  This is in our basket because many people in the city heard that Jesus was coming. They had
heard about all of the amazing things Jesus had done so they cut palm branches and ran to go see him.

(Show palm branch and coat)  What else do we have in our basket?  It’s a coat.  I know why that’s in here.
It’s because as Jesus rode into the city of Jerusalem on the donkey, the crowds waved their palm branches
and laid down their coats on the road ahead of him to show their love and respect for Him.

Jesus’ followers even began to shout and sing as they walked along praising God for all of His wonderful
miracles they had seen.  But there are more things in our basket.  Let’s see what they are.

(Show angry emoji when talking about the Pharisees.)  Oh! It’s a mad face.  That is in the basket because not
everyone was happy that Jesus was coming into Jerusalem. The Pharisees were very upset!  They told Jesus
to stop the people from worshiping him.  But Jesus said, “If they keep quiet, the stones along the road
would burst into cheers.”  So the people kept on singing!
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(Show the donkey again.)  Jesus rode the donkey through the city of Jerusalem to the temple in a Triumphal
Entry just as God said he would.

The people in the Bible story worshiped Jesus by singing praises to God, laying down their coats for him,
and by waving around their palm branches.  We can worship God in so many ways just like the people in the
Bible story.  Worshiping God means to show our love for God with all our heart.

Play the Teaching Video on DVD or Roku

APPLICATION ACTIVITY: Decorate a Palm Branch
What You Need: palm branch craft printable, Jesus on a donkey printable, popsicle sticks ! per kid), green 1”
squares of paper markers, gluesticks, Triumphal Entry story page, Jesus on a donkey glued to popsicle
sticks.
What You Do:

● Each kid gets a palm branch craft, including green squares and Jesus on the donkey
● Kids will glue green paper to their palm branch page.
● Write each kid’s name on their paper.
● Then give each kid a Jesus printable and popsicle stick, using tape help them attach the popsicle

stick to the back of their Jesus printable
What You Say “ Encourage kids to use their palm branch and Jesus on a donkey to help you act out the
story again.  Tell the story while kids act it out.  Say this:  “Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey(using your
Jesus on a donkey, insert it into the picture and show kids how to use their papers to act out the story) as
the people worshiped Him.  They waved their branches around and laid down their coats as a way of
showing their love for Him.  We can worship Jesus because of who he is - Our Savior.  This is the story of
Jesus being out front as our Living Hope.”

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: Bunny Says
What You Need: Bunny Says cards (1 set per group), coloring page, crayons
What You Do:

● Form a circle with kids sitting on the floor.
● The group leader draws a card one at a time reading the command aloud to the group.
● Players must obey the command when it starts with the phrase “Bunny says.”
● If you follow a command that doesn’t begin with “Bunny says” you are out of the game.
● Be careful, there are some cards where other characters may give you instructions.  Remember you

should only listen to the bunny.
● The last player standing wins!
● Give each kid some crayons and the color page to complete while you watch the video.

What You Say “The people in the Bible story worshiped Jesus by singing praises to God, laying down their
coats for him, and by waving around their palm branches.  We can worship God in so many ways just like
the people in the Bible story.  Worshiping God means to show our love for God with all our heart.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
● What comes to mind when you think of the word worship? [Allow responses.]  We tend to think

singing songs is the only way we can worship God, but there are actually many ways we can worship
Him. To worship means to show God that we love Him with all our heart.

● How did the people in today’s Bible story worship Jesus?   Why did they do this? [Allow
responses.]  The people from the Bible story sang songs and laid down their coats and palm
branches when Jesus came to Jerusalem..  They did this to show their love for Jesus.

● Just like the people of the Bible, we are told to worship Jesus to show our love for Him.  Why do
you love Jesus? [Allow responses.]  Those are some great answers.  Because we know and
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appreciate what He has done for us, we respond by worshiping Him - by showing love and giving
thanks.

● What are some ways that you can worship Jesus to show your love for Him? [Allow responses.]
We can worship Him as we sing, as we pray, and as we read His Word.  We can even worship Him at
school by doing what He says and on the sports field by treating people with respect and love.

TRANSITION TO HOME: Prepare kids to talk with their family about what they learned today.
● As family members arrive to pick up their kid, greet them and tell them one thing you noticed about

their kid that day or something you talked to each kid about remembering this week.
● If there is time to chat with the family, ask how you can pray for them this week.
● Say bye to the kid and call them by name.
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