
1 Corinthians
2-Nov: Unity of the Church

Series Summary: It is easy to expect
perfection from the local Church. But
this is an unhealthy, unrealistic, and
unbiblical expectation. Instead, we
learn in the book of 1 Corinthians that
we must patiently and passionately
seek out the Lord together, even when
it is messy.

Big Idea/Question: To be unified as a
church we must place Jesus above all
else.

GET THEM TALKING

A healthy church is __________?

There are so many answers to the question we just discussed. But the one we want
to focus on today is unity (unified). The church in Corinth was not unified in any way.
We can learn from their mistakes today.

Leader Note: Throughout the discussion, you want to make sure that students both
know and remember that they are the church. They are not the future of the church!
If they are believers in Jesus Christ they are a part of the church, right here and now.
This matters because we do not want students thinking that we are simply
discussing problems the adults need to fix.

GROUP DISCUSSION
(The Problem)



1 Corinthians 1:10-17 I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another in what you say and that there be
no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly united in mind and thought. 11 My
brothers and sisters, some from Chloe’s household (likely a house church in Corinth)
have informed me that there are quarrels among you. 12 What I mean is this: One of
you says, “I follow Paul”; another, “I follow Apollos” (a popular leader in the early
church); another, “I follow Cephas” (Peter in Aramaic); still another, “I follow Christ.” 13
Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized in the name of
Paul? 14 I thank God that I did not baptize any of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so
no one can say that you were baptized in my name. 16 (Yes, I also baptized the
household of Stephanas; beyond that, I don’t remember if I baptized anyone else.) 17
For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel—not with wisdom
and eloquence, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.

What was the problem in the Corinthian Church?

Why was the church not unified?

Answer: Church members had divided up into rival groups based on who their
favorite church leader was. Some favored Paul, others Apollos, or Peter. In the midst
of all of this bickering and choosing sides, a sense of pride and arrogance dominated
the church. Everyone seemed to believe their group was the wise one while the
others were foolish.

A lack of church unity was the very first thing that Paul brought up in his letter to the
church. Why was church unity such a big deal to the Apostle Paul? Why should
church unity matter to us?

What gets in the way of the church being unified?

Leader Note: The goal in all of this is not for Christians to never disagree. The goal is
to disagree in such a way that displays the Love of God to the world. If students are
having a hard time understanding this concept you can use Jesus’ teaching in John
13:34-35 to clarify.

VIDEO TEACHING
(Jesus > Culture)



The Corinthian church had one critical issue that was the driving force behind all of
their problem. The Corinthian Christians were still buying into cultural norms and
ideas without asking if they were God-honoring.

Rom 12:2

What the Corinthian Church was buying into without realizing it
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Modern-day America is vastly different than Corinth. But the same principle
applies. Just because something is common does not mean it is right. Just
because others buy into an idea does not mean that it is biblical or God-honoring.

What are some actions and ideas that are accepted today that do not line up with
what scripture says is true?

Leader Note: I would camp out on this question for a while.  Students may bring up
some controversial topics. But if they are right in pointing out that the biblical truth
differs from the cultural norm allow them to speak the truth in love.

GROUP DISCUSSION
(How we seek out unity)

1 Corinthians 1:20-24 Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law?
Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the
world? 21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know
him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those
who believe. 22 Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach
Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to
those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the
wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the
weakness of God is stronger than human strength.

What is Paul getting at in this passage? How did the Corinthian church get wisdom
wrong?

Answer: Everyone thought they were wise. Everyone was firmly convinced that their
leader was the best and their opinion was the only valid one. Two thousand years late
we have not changed as this issue is just as much, if not more, of an issue today
within and outside of the Church.



Vs 23 What did Paul mean when he said “but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling
block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles.”?

Answer: In Paul’s day many, both Jew and Gentiles, view Jesus and his followers as
fools. Why? Becuase Jesus did not say and teach what they wanted. Jews wanted
signs (miracles) and gentiles wanted philosophcal arguments. What Jesus gave was
better, true hope. The point is we should not be surprised when following Jesus is not
popular. It wasnt then and in most cases it isnnt today either.

1 Corinthians 1:26-31 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were
called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential;
not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to
shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28
God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things
that are not—to nullify the things that are, 29 so that no one may boast before him.
30 It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom
from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31 Therefore, as it is
written: “Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.”

Vs 27 - What did Paul mean when he said “But God chose the foolish things of the
world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the
strong”

Leader Note: The answer to this question is found in verse 28 & 29. God used people
from very humble background in the early church, and today, to show that it is about
God power and wisdom, not ours. A small group, ministry and church that is full of
humble people will always find unitys mhuch easier than those whith prideful
people. Humility leads to unity, pride kills it.

Vs 31- What does it mean to boast in the Lord? How does boasting in the Lord rather
than ourselves help unify the Church

Answer: If we are all boasting in the Lord and what he has done for us we are not
boasting about ourselves or our favorite church leaders as the Corinthians did. The
key to Church unity is walking in humility. This does not mean that we belittle
ourselves. Instead, it means we make much of what God has done for us. He is the
focus of it all not us.

For Further Study: Paul summarises much of what we have just talked about in his
closing comments on the topic of church unity in 1 Corintahisn 3:18-23.

Based on what we talked about today what is one key thing that we must do to be
unified as a small group, ministry and church?




