
Genesis: look to the stars
26-Oct: God is sovereign

Goals of the Series: Genesis is not just
a compilation of interesting stories
from long ago. The accounts in Genesis
are teaching us about the nature of
God. We see God’s nature on display in
how He interacts with Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob.

Big Idea/Question: God is always in
control. Even when we do not see how
he could be.

GET THEM TALKING

Do you believe that God is always in control (sovereign)?

If yes, has there ever been a time when it was difficult to believe that?

Setting up the day: Today we are going to look at the life of Joseph, the son of Jacob.
Joseph’s early life was filled with tragedy after tragedy. Time and time again he had
an opportunity to doubt that God was in control. However, we can see through
Joseph's life that God is in control, even in the midst of tragedy. Not only is God in
control, but he uses tragedy for our good and his glory.

GROUP DISCUSSION
(Joseph’s tragedy)

Read Genesis 37 together as a group

Why did Joseph's brothers resent him?



If you were in Joseph's situation what would be running through your mind?

How could God use Joseph’s situation? Or if you are familiar with Joseph's story, how
did God eventually use his difficulties?

Leader Note: Some of your students may be very familiar with Joseph's life in Gen
37-50, others will not.

What would be your advice to a friend going through a tragedy as difficult as
Joseph’s?  If it helps to be more specific, what advice would you give to a friend who
was heartbroken because loved ones had betrayed him?

VIDEO TEACHING
(How does this point toward Jesus?)

Summary of the rest of Joseph's life
● Joseph was sold to Potiphar, the captain of Pharaoh's royal guard
● Joseph was so talented that Potiphar placed him in charge of his household
● But Joseph's master's wife falsely accused him of rape. This landed Joseph in

prison.
● But just like Potiphar, the warden saw that Joseph was a talented manager

so he entrusted Joseph with running the entire prison.
● While in prison still, Joseph accurately interpreted a dream of Pharaoh's

cupbearer that he would be released from prison. The cupbearer forgot
about all of this.

● It wasn't until Pharaoh had a dream that needed interpreting did the
cupbearer remember Joseph.

● Joseph interpreted Pharaoh's dream rightly as a soon-to-come seven-year
famine that would devastate the region.

● Because of this Joseph was placed in charge of all of Egypt.
● The famine affected not just Egypt but also Jacob’s household in Cannan.

Because of this Joseph's brothers were sent to Egypt to ask for grain.

Transition to small group: At that moment Joseph had the opportunity to seek
revenge on his backstabbing brothers. But he did not. Instead.. Here is what he
said

GROUP DISCUSSION



(God is sovereign)

Read Genesis 50:15-21 together as a group

Why did Joseph spare his brothers

What did he mean when he said “what you intended for evil God intended for
good”?

What does Joseph's story teach us about God's nature?

Answer (Big Idea): God is always in control. Even when we do not see how he could
be. In the midst of tragedy, God is in control. This means that God can use some of
the darkest tragedies to draw us closer to Him and to give us an opportunity to
glorify Him.

How can God use our difficulties for our good or for the good of others?

What mindset do we need to keep when facing difficulties?

Answer: Romans 8:28-30

For further study: Similarly the Apostle Paul faced persecution for his faith and was
thrown into prison for it. Yet Paul could see clearly how God was using his time in
prison. You can see Paul’s amazing mindset in Philippians 1:12-26.

GROUP DISCUSSION
(Gospel Connection)

Gospel connection: It seemed as if God was not in control when his son was on the
cross. But Jesus' suffering was a part of God's greater plan to save and redeem all
mankind.


