
Genesis: look to the stars
5-Oct: God is a promise maker and keeper

Goals of the Series: Genesis is not just
a compilation of interesting stories
from long ago. The accounts in Genesis
are teaching us about the nature of
God. We see God’s nature on display in
how He interacts with Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob.

Big Idea/Question: God is a promise
maker and a promise keeper, even
when we are not.

LIVE TEACHING

Who here has tried to read the Old Testament and it didn't work? I think this is
the case for most people. Why is that? For many, they are left asking the question:
why does this matter? Two reasons why the OT matters…

1) We see God’s nature on display - Genesis is not just a compilation of
interesting stories about dead guys. The accounts in Genesis are teaching us
about the nature of God. We see God’s nature on display in how He interacts
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

2) the OT points toward Jesus. Genesis lays a foundation for the Gospel. Time
and time again we see the accounts in Genesis point toward Jesus and our
need for a savior.

Throughout the next four weeks we are going to continually ask the question
1) What does this tell me about God?
2) How is this pointing towards Jesus?



GET THEM TALKING

Have you ever tried to read the Old Testament before? What did you read? How did it
go?

Did you struggle to stay engaged when reading the Old Testament?

Leader Note: Many Christians struggle to relate to the Old Testament. They may
know the stories, but they fail to see how it relates to them. They also struggle to see
how the Old Testament sheds light on their faith in Jesus. In this series, we want to
help students see how the grand narrative of the Old Testament lays a foundation for
our faith, and points toward Jesus.

GROUP DISCUSSION
(the promise maker)

Background of Genesis 12: After the flood, God made a covenant with Noah to never
again flood the entire planet as punishment for mankind’s wickedness. This did not
mean that the issue of sin had in any way been resolved. The account of the Tower of
Babel in chapter eleven proved that mankind was still sinful as they sought out their
own glory rather than glorifying God. Through the rest of Genesis, ch 12-50, the focus
is shifted to how God is going to address the sinfulness of man through a covenant
with one man and his family: Abram (Abraham).

Gen 12:1-8 The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your
father’s household to the land I will show you.

2 “I will make you into a great nation,
and I will bless you;
I will make your name great,
and you will be a blessing.

3 I will bless those who bless you,
and whoever curses you I will curse;
and all peoples on earth
will be blessed through you.”

4 So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was
seventy-five years old when he set out from Harran. 5 He took his wife Sarai, his
nephew Lot, all the possessions they had accumulated and the people they had
acquired in Harran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there.



6 Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at
Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 The LORD appeared to
Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built an altar there to
the LORD, who had appeared to him.  8 From there he went on toward the hills east
of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. There he
built an altar to the LORD and called on the name of the LORD.

Leader Note: God would restate this promise (covenant) with Abram again in Gen
13:14-17, 15:1-8, & 17:1-8. God wanted Abram (Abraham later) to fully understand that He
was going to do exactly as he promised.

What does this tell us about God? What does the passage we just read tell us about
God’s nature?

Answer: Genesis twelve shows us that God is a promise maker and a promise keeper.
God has made a covenant with Abram and he will fulfill his promise. We will see this
again and again in scripture. God makes promises and He keeps them, even when
we fall short of our end of the agreement. God is faithful even when we are not.

How are God’s promises truly different from our promises?

Leader Note: It is important that your students understand that God’s nature is
unchanging. If God was a promise maker and promise keeper during the time of
Abraham and the patriarchs then he is today as well. “Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday and today and forever.” Heb 13:8

Genesis 15:1-8 After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision:

“Do not be afraid, Abram.
I am your shield,
your very great reward. ”

2 But Abram said, “Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain childless
and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said,
“You have given me no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir.”
4 Then the word of the LORD came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a son
who is your own flesh and blood will be your heir.” 5 He took him outside and said,
“Look up at the sky and count the stars—if indeed you can count them.” Then he said
to him, “So shall your offspring be.”  6 Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to
him as righteousness.  7 He also said to him, “I am the LORD, who brought you out of
Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land to take possession of it.”  8 But Abram said,
“Sovereign LORD, how can I know that I will gain possession of it?”



What stuck out to you from the passages we just read?

What did Abram doubt that God could do?

Answer: Abraham doubted that God could do what he promised, which was make
him into a great nation and give his descendants the Promised Land. Later in
Genesis 17:15-22 Abraham would laugh at God for promising him children at the age
of 100. Sarah also doubted God’s ability for them to have children of their own at her
advanced age in Genesis 18:9-15.

Have you ever had a time in your life when you doubted God’s ability to come
through?

Leader Note on doctrine: Many people believe a false notion that in the OT people
were justified (saved) by obeying the Law and in the NT they were saved by grace.
This is false! Paul would quote vs 6 “Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to
him as righteousness” in Romans 4 to point out that we are saved by believing (faith)
period. The Old Testament law was never a works-based salvation.

How is this pointing towards Jesus? How is God’s promise with Abram pointing
towards Jesus?

VIDEO TEACHING
(how does this point toward Jesus?)

Oftentimes people do not see it but the Gospel is all over the place in the chapters
in Genesis. Here is how…

ABRAHAM TO JESUS

Gen 12:3…. and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”

What did God mean when he said this? How could Abraham bless all peoples?
We see the answer to this in Matthew 1.

ABRAHAM BELIEVED

Gen 15:6 Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.



Abraham was not saved by obedience to God. Abraham was saved just as we are by
grace through faith when he believed. Paul points this out in Galatians 3…

Galatians 3:7-9

Transition to small group - God kept his promises to Abraham. God kept his
promise to Noah, David, and the nation of Israel. God keeps all of his promises. So
two questions must be answered

1. What promises has God made to us?
2. Do we trust in the promises that God has made us?

GROUP DISCUSSION
(do we trust his promises?)

What promises has God made to us today for those who are believers in Jesus
Christ?

Answers: Here are some passages that stuck out to me. I would recommend
choosing a couple of these and reading them out loud as a small group. Then use
the questions that follow in relation to the passage/promise that you read.

● John 14:1-4 - Jesus has promised to return again for those who have believed
in Him.

● 1 John 2:24-25 - That we will spend eternity with Jesus for all who have
believed in him.

● Romans 8:38-39 - Nothing can separate us from the Love of God.
● John 14:16-20 - Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit so that believers in

Jesus would not be left alone but would have God with them. John 14:16-20

Do you trust that promise/those promises?

How do we show with our actions that we trust in that promise of God?

Leader Note: You can use this way of phrasing the question if you like.
● If someone 100% trusted that God would ___________ what would they do?
● Do you do that?


