
Questions of Jesus
21-Sep: Are you going to leave?

Series Summary: We often focus on
getting answers to the questions we
have for God, but this series flips that
familiar script. Over the next four
weeks, we will focus on the questions
Christ asks of us, and on how the
answers to those questions affect our
lives as followers of Christ.

Big Idea/Question: Jesus never
promised following Him would be easy.
He promised it would be worthwhile.

LIVE TEACHING

John 6:53-59 (Summary) Jesus delivered his famous one-liner “ unless you eat the
flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you.” He was
referring to the cross and how we must eat (fully believe) in what he has done for
us. But they took this very literally as an appeal to cannibalism.

John 6:60-63

Does this offend you? Jesus did not promise to be PC or easy to follow

John 6:64-67

No Promises of being easy - He did not promise that following Him and being His
disciple would be easy.. Instead… Big Question: Are you going to leave? Or in other
words, are you going to abandon Jesus when it is inconvenient or difficult?

John 6:68-69



We stay because of who Jesus is and what he has given

GET THEM TALKING

Have you ever had someone try to convince you that something would be easier
than it actually was? Did you believe them?

Transition to small-group - Jesus never did this. He was very upfront and honest
about what it would cost his disciples to follow him.

GROUP DISCUSSION
(Count the Cost)

Luke 14:25-27 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said:
26 “If anyone comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children,
brothers and sisters—yes, even their own life—such a person cannot be my disciple.
27 And whoever does not carry their cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.

Leader Note (vs 26): Did Jesus want us to hate our parents? No! This was a phrase
that was common then (in the OT- Gen 29:30-31) as a way of expressing loving or
valuing something over the other. Jesus is saying here that we have to value Jesus
above everything and everyone….. Including ourselves.

What are some things in our lives that are easy to put before Christ?

How do you know if you have truly put something (or someone) before Christ?

What did Jesus mean when he said “whoever does not carry their cross and follow
me cannot be my disciple”?

Luke 14:28-33 “Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t you first sit down
and estimate the cost to see if you have enough money to complete it? 29 For if you
lay the foundation and are not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule you,
30 saying, ‘This person began to build and wasn’t able to finish.’ 31 “Or suppose a
king is about to go to war against another king. Won’t he first sit down and consider
whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him
with twenty thousand? 32 If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other
is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. 33 In the same way, those of you
who do not give up everything you have cannot be my disciples.



What is Jesus message to his followers in verses 28-33?

Answer: In verses 28-33 Jesus uses a word picture to help his followers see that they
must count the cost before they decide to follow Him. Jesus did not claim that
following him would be easy. Instead, he admitted it would be difficult and asked
them to stop and examine their own motives and commitment.

What does (or could) it cost us today to follow Jesus? What might the cost be?

Leader Note: It may be helpful that we are referring to following Jesus with all of our
lives and actions. We are not talking about just giving lip service to following Jesus
but truly following Jesus.

Next section transition: To truly follow Christ we must place him first in our lives. If we
place something or someone before Christ we are not following Christ, we are
following that thing of that person.

GROUP DISCUSSION
(Placing Christ First)

Luke 9:57-58 As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow
you wherever you go.” 58 Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but
the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.” 59 He said to another man, “Follow me.”
But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” 60 Jesus said to him, “Let
the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.”

Leader Note (vs 59-60 Context): (similar text in Matthew 8:22) Jesus’ statement here
should be understood as hyperbole—a deliberate exaggeration for rhetorical effect.
Since any man whose father had just died likely would not be out in public listening
to Jesus, this man’s request probably reflects an indefinite postponement of joining
Jesus’ disciples. It is also likely that the man wanted to postpone following Jesus out1

of fear of missing out on the family inheritance he would get from his father. Jesus
saw the man's heart (true motives) and knew that the man's words were merely lip
service.

What excuses do we use today to not follow Christ and put him above everything
else?

What was Jesus challenging the man who claimed to want to follow him to do?

Answer: Jesus did not call us to simply place him high on our priority list. He called
us to put him above all things. In that culture, one of the most important

1 Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., … Bomar, D. (2012, 2016).
Faithlife Study Bible (Mt 8:22). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press.



responsibilities of the son was to bury the parents. Almost nothing could get you out
of it (except for the Nazarite vow and priesthood). But here Jesus is saying “no, you
put me above all!!!”

Luke 9:61-62 Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say
goodbye to my family.” 62 Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and
looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.”

Leader Note (plowing analogy): The picture of a person putting a hand to the plow
and looking back can be compared with Elijah’s call of Elisha in 1 Kings 19:19–21. Elisha
was called to be a prophet right in the middle of plowing a field—and he never
looked back. In fact, he slaughtered the oxen so that there would be no temptation
to return. Elisha then moved wholeheartedly into the ministry to which he had been
called. Jesus explained that service in the Kingdom of God was of such vital
importance that his followers must make it their top priority. They must step out in
faith to serve him, without looking back.2

2 Bruce Barton et al., Life Application New Testament Commentary (Wheaton, IL: Tyndale, 2001), 297.


