
Questions of Jesus
28-Sep: Do you love me?

Series Summary: We often focus on
getting answers to the questions we
have for God, but this series flips that
familiar script. Over the next four
weeks, we will focus on the questions
Christ asks of us, and on how the
answers to those questions affect our
lives as followers of Christ.

Big Idea/Question: Jesus showed us
his love through his actions. We are
called to do likewise.

GET THEM TALKING

Who is someone in your life that you could say “I know without a shadow of a doubt
that they love me”?

How do you know that they love you? How did they prove that to you?

Big Idea of the day: Jesus demonstrated his love through his actions on the cross.
We do not have to earn his love, he gives it freely. But the question must be asked: do
we show our love for Christ through our actions?

GROUP DISCUSSION
(Do you love me?)

John 14:15-21 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and
he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever— 17 the Spirit
of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him.



But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you as
orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but
you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will realize that I
am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21 Whoever has my commands
and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my
Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.”

What was Jesus teaching in this passage?

Why did Jesus say, “If you love me, keep my commands”? Why is obedience to his
commands the way we must show our love?

Leader Note (Clarification): This does not mean that we will get it right every single
time. But it does mean that there should always be a desire for God-honoring
obedience.

If obedience to Jesus' (God’s) commands is how we show our love, then it is
important that we have a firm grasp on what he commanded us to do. So what has
Jesus commanded us to do?

Leader Note/further study: if you and/or your group want to dive into this deeper
you can go to Mark 12:28-34 where Jesus clarifies what his greatest commandment
is.

VIDEO TEACHING

Romans 8:31-34

We never earned God’s Love.. it was freely given at a high cost.

Romans 8:38-39

Nothing can separate us from God’s love

Transition - There are times when we question whether God could truly love us
after we did ________. This is the situation the Apostle Peter found himself in after
he denied Christ (his teacher and dear friend) in his time of greatest need (Luke
22:54-62). Peter just knew that Jesus would do likewise and turn his back on him.
But Jesus did just the opposite…



GROUP DISCUSSION
(“feed my sheep”)

John 21:15-19 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter,
“Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said,
“you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” 16 Again Jesus said,
“Simon son of John, do you love me?” He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I
love you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 17 The third time he said to him,
“Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter was hurt because Jesus asked
him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you
know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly I tell you, when
you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but
when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress
you and lead you where you do not want to go.” 19 Jesus said this to indicate
the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him,
“Follow me!”

Why did Jesus ask Peter “do you love me”?

Leader Note/Answer (do you love me…): Jesus knew that Peter loved him.
But Jesus also knew that Peter was ashamed. Peter felt unqualified to follow
Jesus, do ministry in His name, or even be loved by Jesus. Peter was right! He
did not deserve those things, and neither do we. The good news of the Gospel
is that we are given love, mercy, and grace rather than what we deserve. This
conversation shows how far Jesus' mercy goes. We are so thoroughly forgiven
that we are reinstated to minister in Jesus' name even when we mess up.

Leader Note (....more than these): It is very possible that when Jesus said, “do
you love me more than these” he was referring to the fish that they were
eating at the meal. Fish that Peter had caught when he returned to fishing
because he felt unworthy to continue to do ministry.

What did Jesus mean when he told Peter “feed my sheep”?

Does Jesus also call us to ministry (feeding sheep)? How so?

How should this passage shape how we view Jesus' love?

How should this passage affect what we do when we know we have sinned
and disobeyed God?



Answer: never believe the lie that you have messed up too much for God to
use you. That is a lie of the enemy. We may need to face consequences and be
removed from ministry positions for a season due to mistakes. But our call to
personal ministry in our daily lives never ceases. The Apostle Paul and the
Apostles Peter are proof of this.


