
#11 - Romans 2:6-11
Chiastic Structure:
v. 6 - God will judge everyone equitably
     v. 7 - Those who do good will attain eternal life
          v. 8 - Those who do evil will suffer wrath
          v. 9 - Wrath for those who do evil 
     v. 10 - Glory for those who do good
v. 11 - God judges impartially (Moo, 135) 

v. 6 - He will render to each one according to his works: 

Works and Judgment in the OT 
Psalm 62:12 - Once God has spoken; twice have I heard this: that power
belongs to God, and that to you, O Lord, belongs steadfast love. For you
will render to a man according to his work.
Proverbs 24:12 - If you say, “Behold, we did not know this,” does not he
who weighs the heart perceive it? Does not he who keeps watch over your soul
know it, and will he not repay man according to his work?
Jeremiah 17:10 - “I the LORD search the heart and test the mind, to give every
man according to his ways, according to the fruit of his deeds.” (cf. 32:19) 

Works and Judgment in the NT
Matt. 7:21 - “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom
of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 
Matt. 16:27 - For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of
his Father, and then he will repay each person according to what he has done.
(cf. 25:31-46) 
John 5:28-29 - Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in
the tombs will hear his voice and come out, those who have done good to the
resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of
judgment.
2 Corinthians 5:10 - For we must all appear before the judgment seat of
Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the
body, whether good or evil. (cf. 11:15; 2 Tim. 4:14) 
Galatians 6:7-9 - Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one
sows, that will he also reap. For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the
flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap
eternal life. And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will
reap, if we do not give up.
Revelation 22:12-13 - “Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense
with me, to repay each one for what he has done. I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.”
“This [OT and Jewish] teaching, though set in a new context as a result of the
revelation of God’s grace in Christ, is not retracted.” - Moo, 136



Two Ways of Living

First Way 
v. 7 - To those who by patience in well-doing seek for glory and honor and immorality, he will
give eternal life; 
v. 10 - but glory and honor and peace for everyone who does good, the Jew first and also the
Greek. 

“Those who set their sights on God and values beyond the self will receive eternal life.
Goodness is not a single act, but a steady persistent habit, as Aquinas argues.”
(Thiselton, 94) 
Glory, Honor, Immorality, Peace…these are good things! 

“The problem is not with the goals, but with our means. We look for them in
created things, not the Creator.” - Tim Keller, 47

Second Way 
v. 8 - But for those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness,
 there will be wrath and fury. 
v. 9 - There will be tribulation and distress for every human being who does evil, the Jew first
and also the Greek. 

Paul identifies the core of our problem as “self-seeking” or “selfishness.” 
You and I will obey something or someone. Paul will make this point crystal clear in
the middle section of Romans, chapters 5-8. 

Illustration: You will either be a slave to the toothbrush or to cavities. 
Objective tribulation leading to subjective distress. 

v. 11 - For God shows no partiality
The Message - Being a Jew won’t give you an automatic stamp of approval. God pays no
attention to what others say (or what you think) about you. He makes up his own mind.

The Impartiality of God

Old Testament: 
Deut. 10:17 - 17 For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the
great God, mighty and awesome, who shows no partiality and accepts no
bribes. (cf. 2 Chron. 19:7; Job 34:19) 

New Testament: 
Acts 10:34-35 - Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that
God does not show favoritism but accepts from every nation the one who fears
him and does what is right. (Matt. 5:45; Gal. 2:6; Eph. 6:9; Col. 3:25; 1 Pet. 1:17)



Paul’s Point? 
Goodness leads to eternal life; 
Evil leads to wrath and fury., 
Jews are first in salvation, 
But will also be first in judgment. 
Either way, God shows no partiality. 

Fuller Argument: Romans 3:10-11, 20

“None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God. All have
turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even
one….For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight."

Justification and Works: 

“The justification by faith granted the believer in this life is the sufficient cause of those
works that God takes into account at the time of the judgment. The initial declaration
of the believer’s acquittal before the bar of heaven a the time of one’s justification is
infallibly confirmed by the judgment according to works at the last assize.” - Douglas
Moo, 143
Heidelberg Catechism Q. 52 -

Question: How does Christ’s return “to judge the living and the dead” comfort
you? 
Answer: In all distress and persecution, with uplifted head, I confidently await
the very judge who has already offered himself to the judgment of God in my
place and removed the whole curse from me. Christ will cast all his enemies and
mine into everlasting condemnation, but will take me and all his chosen ones to
himself into the joy and glory of heaven. 

Cf. 1 Peter 1:13-21


