Day 1- Servant of God
Read- James 1:1
James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ: To the twelve tribes dispersed abroad. Greetings. (James 1:1, CSB)

Why just one verse? And to break it down, three words? Because it is essential for each one of us to identify the same way that James identifies himself… a servant of God. James had all the right to use a different title. James was the brother of Jesus Christ. This statement here would be a major flex as an author. He could have stated, “James, the pillar of the church in Jerusalem (Gal. 2:9).” Yet again, he does not utilize this as his status. He humbly presented himself as a servant of God. 
When we hear the word servant, our minds can quickly run to the olden days where many of the wealthy would have individuals serve them in their place of residency. We can see this as a position of little recognition or value. James proudly proclaims this title over his life. I believe this comes from the relationship he possesses with Jesus. James, along with his other brothers, did not believe in Jesus (John 7:1-5). It wasn’t until Jesus had risen from the dead that we see James start to believe (Acts 1:14, 1 Cor. 15:7). Because of this interaction James understood his position. From an unbelieving brother now to a servant of God. This radical transformation should be the story of each of our lives. Once we opposed Jesus and then we came to believe in who He is and now we are a servant of God. 
Servant. James calls himself this and so should we. In fact, the greatest example is set before us in the way the Lord lived his life. Emptying himself, Jesus became a servant (Phil 2:7). He took on flesh and dwelt among us. He made this statement to his disciples one day who were arguing over who might sit at Jesus’ right or left in glory, “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many (Mark 10:45).” Jesus came to serve others. 
Once you became a Christian, you also became a servant. Though this title is required of us to take on, fitting into those shoes is not always easy. It takes time and it takes molding. Some people quickly gravitate to serving while others need a little extra motivation. But it all comes down to one word…Pride. If we are prideful, then we are more apt to focus on our own needs rather than others. The Bible challenges us to look out for the interests of others rather than our own (Phil. 2:4). This is the start of being the servant God has called us to be. When we recognize other’s interest and needs before our own, then we are open to serve them in ways that are blessings beyond what we could even imagine. Even the simplest of things might have the biggest impact on someone. 
Service can have many different avenues. You could watch a young families’ kids so they can go on a date or have an evening of child free cleaning or relaxation. You could cut an elderly person’s lawn. You could hold a door and greet people at church. You could hold a baby in the nursery. You could be at home sitting at your dinner table with your prayer journal open lifting up your friends, family, and others to the Lord in prayer. Service can have many different looks, but what we must ask ourselves is if we are willing to take that step into service. 

Reflection Questions
1. What are three ways you can begin to serve your family, friends, or community in the next two weeks? 
2. What makes it difficult for you to serve others? 
3. Identify areas of your life that might be hindering your ability to serve? What steps do you need to take to get past these hinderances? 
4. Read Matthew 25:31-40. How does this passage relate to the way we live our lives in service?  










Day 2- Joys of Trials
Read: James 1:2-4,12
Consider it a great joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you experience various trials,
(James 1:2)

“When life gives you lemons, make lemonade!” “When the going gets tough, the tough get going.” “What doesn’t kill us makes us stronger.” “It’s not the size of the dog in the fight it’s the size of the fight in the dog.” These quotes are often easier said than done. Though these may be motivational or encouraging, when faced with difficult times, they seem further from our grasp than they were before. 
Outlook determines outcome, and attitude determines action. We are told in this passage of Scripture that trials are to be expected. It is never a matter of “if” but a matter of “when”. When someone believes becoming a Christian provides them with a way out from the world’s troubles, they are in for a brutal awakening. Trials do not discriminate; they are for all people. James is writing this to a group of people, the “twelve tribes dispersed”- the scattered church, so they understand this statement. They are living in it. 
What troubles most of us is the first five words of this passage, “Consider it a great joy.” Why would anyone consider the trial they are going through a great joy? It was not a great joy for me when I was without a job in search for something new. Those months without a paycheck were not joyful by any means. It is not joyful when you lose a family member to cancer. And it is not joyful when you are working through a relationship that is on the ropes. So, why then would James say to consider it a great joy? Because something is produced from those trials in your life. 
Take the word consider for a moment. It means to evaluate. When we face trials in our life, we are not to jump up and down for the pure joy of our lives having another trial. No, we are to take time and consider, “evaluate,” the trial in light of what God is doing for us. When we do this, this joy is seen correctly. A Christian can have joy in the midst of trials because he lives for the things that matter the most. Jesus did this very same thing on the cross, “for the joy that lay before him (Her 12:2).” Our values determine our evaluations. If we value comfort more than character, then trials will upset us. If we value the physical more than the spiritual, we will not be able to consider it a great joy. 
Endurance is a word that often brings horrible memories of distance running in college. Our baseball team, in the rolling hills of North Georgia, had to run a 3.3 mile endurance run many times in the preseason. This was not a fun adventure as we had to navigate multiple inclines along the journey. Though it was difficult, it soon produced endurance. Though life is like a vapor (James 4:14) in comparison to eternity, we are here for a good while. There are many testings of our faith, but each one helps us endure. It prepares us for what is ahead. What is ahead for us is maturity. God desires for us to be mature. We are considered blessed when we endure these trials because the Lord has a glorious crown of life for us to receive. So, push through. Endure to the end for the reward is great!
Reflection Questions
1. Consider some the trials you have experienced in life, how have they helped you endure through some of life’s circumstance that happened after them? 
2. Have the trials you have faced helped others in their life? If so, how? 
3. What is one way you can change your outlook and attitude towards trials in your life? 
4. Read the following passages and reflect on what they contribute to our understanding of lifestyle trials: John 16:33, Acts 14:22, 1 Peter 1:6-7, Rom. 8:28



Day 3- Humility in Pursuit
Read James 1:5-11
For the sun rises and, together with the scorching wind, dries up the grass; its flower falls off, and its beautiful appearance perishes. In the same way, the rich person will wither away while pursuing his activities. (James 1:11)

From the fall of ’09 to the spring of ’14, I was in the pursuit of a bachelor’s degree. I crammed a 4-year degree into 5 years. During that time in college, I pursued a championship with the baseball team, we were successful three years in a row (’11, ’12, ’13). Again, in college, I pursued a girl (Sarah), and we got married after I graduated (10 years running strong). Later we pursued growing our family and we have four beautiful girls. And starting in the summer of ’18, I pursued a master’s degree and finished up in the spring of ’24. There will be many other things I will pursue in my lifetime; the options are endless. I mention this because many of you have pursued something. Maybe you’re in the middle of a pursuit right now. None of the things above or the things you might be pursuing are evil, in fact all have been a huge blessing to my life and your pursuits are probably blessings too. But when our pursuits are misguided that’s when trials bring us back on track. 
James ended verse 4 by stating, “so that you may be mature and complete, lacking nothing.” And he immediately transitions to say at the beginning of verse 5, “Now if any of you lacks wisdom…” Trials produce endurance; not just to take another punch to the gut but to produce something greater in our life. Ben Stuart says it best, “James points out that enduring difficult circumstances can not only give us the ability to withstand greater trials, but it can both furnish us with character qualities we lack and improve the admirable qualities we already possess!” Sometimes pain is the greater teacher. But are we humble enough to accept it in that way. 
Wisdom is an understanding of how the world works and the ability to navigate it well. I like to simplify this to say, “Wisdom is knowledge in action.” The reality is we are not born with wisdom. Wisdom comes as we journey through life and endure through various trials. Not all wisdom is gained through trials. Wisdom comes through asking. Asking is a position of humility. Why? Because it shows that you do not have the answer, therefore, you had to ask to receive it. Asking for wisdom from God places you humbly before him asking to receive something you do not already possess. The one who gives good and perfect gifts (James 1:17) will give it to us. It is not something we have to work to earn from Him, but he gives it generously (v.5). When we ask, we must ask expecting to receive it. God is not satisfied with one who asks and doubts that he will come through. We must ask in faith otherwise; we should not expect to receive it from the Lord (v.7). 
If we are not careful, we can care more about the things that do not last. James 1:9-11 provides us with the picture of pursuit after the wrong things. Those things I mentioned in the first paragraph are great things. I am proud of my degrees and thankful for the knowledge I gained through the years of study. I am thankful for my marriage and my children. I am thankful for the opportunity to experience what many others have not been able to on the ball field. But each one of them will one day fade away. One day my degree won’t matter because I will not be able to bring it with me when I am gone. My championships will fade in history. My children will one day move out on their own. My marriage will last till one of us passes. All these things fade. The one thing that remains is the wisdom that comes from God and His word and the lessons we gain through our life. Pursue wisdom and expect God to provide you with what you need. 

Reflection Questions 
1. Take some time to think over your past month. Write out some of the various trials you have experienced. What are some things God has revealed to you through these trials? 
2. What are you pursuing right now? Do those pursuits line up with God’s will for your life? Explain. If not, how can you redirect these pursuits to fall in line with God’s will? 
3. Ask God in prayer for wisdom. Be specific of the areas you need more wisdom in. Don’t rush this time and be open with the Lord. 
4. Read the following passages and comment on their take of wisdom and its benefits: Prov. 1:7, 3:13-18, 12:15; Eph. 5:15-17, Psalm 111:10, Luke 21:15


Day 4- Temptation
Read James 1:13-18
“Then after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin, and when sin is fully grown, it gives birth to death. (James 1:15)

Maybe it is a sweet treat, a website, a white lie, a credit card with large credit, a co-worker who has the juiciest stories about others, an evening wasted by endless scrolling, a longing to “keep up with the Jones,’” a new outfit, another plate of food, or another drink. Whatever your temptation may be, you know that temptation is all around you. Everywhere you turn there is something that is calling for you to chase after it. But what is seen is not the full truth. Why? Because if the full truth was laid out with the product, we would refuse. One look at that seductive website and one’s life can subtly fall into a pattern of lustful habits that hinders your marriage. A new outfit causes a spending issue that compromises a family's income and leads to bankruptcy. One more drink or another plate of food leads to a lifestyle of overconsumption and poor choices physically where your body suffers from a preventable issue. A small white lie leads to a multitude of stories you have to keep straight in order to keep from being found out. All these circumstances seem harsh, but the truth is temptation, if not handled, can lead to very poor choices that end poorly. 
Let’s make one thing clear, we are all on the same page when it comes to temptation. We have all experienced it. Some things are more tempting to others, but we are all tempted. Temptation is not a sin. But it is the start. It is often a subtle call to draw you away from where you need to be and lead to the ultimate desire the enemy has for our life, to be destroyed (John 10:10a). Sin would not be tempting if it wasn’t fun, right? Craig Groeschel said, “If you don’t think sin is fun, then either you are lying, or you didn’t do it right.” It promises a satisfaction that ultimately is not guaranteed because we are robbed of a true blessing that is only found in Jesus— abundant life (John 10:10b). 
How does one go about withstanding temptation? You plan for it. How do you plan? You set boundaries in your life. When temptation comes knocking, you have already planned ahead by setting boundaries you are not willing to cross. What this does for us in the moment is transformational. We have already planned what to do when that temptation comes our way. Daniel is a perfect example for this type of planning. He is a young teenager exiled in a foreign country with no one to hold him accountable. What does he do? He determines in his heart that he will not defile himself (Daniel 1:8). He planned for the temptation, and he was ready to act when it presented itself. 
God does not bring temptation into our life. Temptations are from the enemy looking to steal your peace, kill your joy, and destroy your testimony. The Lord gives good and perfect gifts. His standards do not change. You are not left chasing shadows (v.17) wondering what the correct thing to do is, it is constant. Sin is sin and that never changes no matter the culture you live in. We have new birth in the Word of Truth which allows us to be firstfruits. This word may not mean much to us in today’s culture, but to the Jewish believer it was everything. It symbolizes we are the Lord’s highest and finest. For this reason, it is beneath our dignity to accept Satan’s bait or to desire sinful things. A higher birth means higher life.

Reflection Questions
1. Have you misunderstood the difference between temptation and sin? Explain. 
2. What are the temptations that you struggle with the most leading you into times of sin?
3. What are some boundaries you need to set in your life in order to plan ahead for those temptations return?
4. Read these stories and see how the failure to plan for temptation leads to great chaos in their life and reflect on what you learn about preparing: Judges 16, 1 Samuel 11



Day 5- Living it Out
Read James 1:19-27
But be doers of the word and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. (James 1:22)

Have you ever had one of those insert foot in mouth moments before? I know I have had a few of those moments. More than I would care to admit. Why does this happen? Often, it happens because we are quicker to speak and get angry and defend ourselves. Instead of listening to the other person and their heart, we have to insert our two cents. Some of us are more focused on how to respond to the other person than fully listening to the other individual who is sharing with us. Many problems in our lives, especially our marriages, as well as the world would be resolved if we were willing to listen better. We were given two ears and one mouth for a reason. But the biggest issue is that our hearts are not humbled (v.21). When our hearts are positioned with the proper posture then it is easier for us to listen more than speak. 
Overcoming the issue of hearing is just the start though. For us, when we hear the truth, we are commanded to act. Actions are the proof of our hearing. If I told my kids to go clean the playroom and all they said was, “I hear ya dad” and they never moved from where they were, did they truly listen? No! They heard what I said but it did not change their actions. Actions are the proof of hearing. You can hear many good sermons or Bible studies in your lifetime, but this does not open you up to growth or God’s blessing. What brings the blessing is obedience— living it out. Blessing always follows the obedience; it never precedes it. Warren Wiersbe states, “Too many Christians mark their Bibles, but their Bibles never mark them!” What a sad reality of some Christians today. Many who have read the Word of God and have heard it spoken over time, yet they have not allowed it to transform their lives. 
James compares the people who are only hearers to an individual who looks at himself in the mirror and leaves forgetting who he is. Could you imagine waking up on a Sunday morning looking in the mirror as you’re getting ready and your hair is crazy, but you walk away and forget to fix it before you head out the door. That would be insane. But many of us do this spiritually. We hear something that is powerful, or we read something that pricks our heart, yet it does nothing to who we are because we do not put it into action. 
One must persevere in the word (v.25). It takes intently looking into the Word of God and allowing it to penetrate our hearts. When we hide the Word of God in our hearts then we are able to be pure in our actions and be free from sin (Ps. 119:9-11). It becomes a part of who we are. When we live in obedience the blessing follows. This blessing isn’t always a monetary blessing. God blesses in many other ways in our life. But James wraps these verses up by going back to the tongue. We are deceiving ourselves and are useless if we are unable to control our tongue. Without controlling it we are unable to be pure and undefined before God (v.27). When we are, we are looking after orphans, widows and not allowing the world to stain us. 

Reflection 
1. Reflect on a time in the past week when your mouth got you in trouble. What could you have done differently to be slow to speak in this situation? 
2. Why is it hard to put what you hear into action? 
3. What is one thing you need to begin to live out in your life? 
4. Read the following Scriptures and write out what it states about obedience: Joshua 1:8, Luke 11:28, John 14:23, John 14:15 


