Day 1- Favoritism
Read James 2:1-7
My brothers and sisters, do not show favoritism as you hold on to the faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ. (James 2:1)

A few years ago, a megachurch pastor disguised himself as a homeless person and went to the different campuses of his church. He placed himself outside the doors of the campuses too see how the different people attending the church would act when they came across him as they entered to worship. He recorded what took place during the various interactions he had. A few weeks later, as he walked up to the pulpit in his homeless disguise, he showed the congregation some of the clips. He mentions how he was in tears with the generosity of the various individuals who stopped and prayed over him and gave money, food, and something for him to drink. He was overwhelmed by the compassion to someone who many might walk by and disregard. 
Favoritism can be something that we can easily fall into if we are not careful. Many of us may relate to the story of the child who is trying to make friends in a new school but did not have the nicest of clothes or shoes or even supplies and found it difficult to make friends. Not because this child was unfriendly but because they were not wealthy or seen as valuable. Maybe you were that child or you left that person out of your group. We show favoritism to people with the simplest actions and it is something James is warning Christians of in their life. Jewish people in that day coveted recognition and honor and if we are honest, many of us do this today. Favoritism does not honor God nor does it reflect his character. Even the Pharisees recognized that Jesus showed no partiality (Matt 22:16c). Galatians 3:28 states, "all are one in Christ Jesus." 
When we allow favoritism to come into our life, there are dangers/hinderances we need to be aware of: 
- Favoritism does not fall in line with the expressed will of God
- It causes division
- Favoritism assumes the right to determine the value of someone
- Favoritism hurts the poor by dishonoring them
- Favoritism hurts the rich by forfeiting their potential good influence
- Favoritism hurts the work of Christ by misrepresenting the character of God
- It is foolish to despise those whom God loves, to honor those who despise you, and to honor those who despise God. 
The final thought I want you to grasp is how Jesus was impacted by the idea of favoritism while he walked on earth. The King of kings and Lord of lords enters the earth yet he is rejected by the religious leaders. Why? Because he is from Nazareth. Even Nathaniel, one of Jesus' disciples, states "Can anything good come out of Nazareth (John 1:46)?" He was like a poor man rejected by a self-righteous nation. Foxes have holes but the Son of Man has no where to lay His head (Matt. 8:20). He did not graduate from the religious leaders acceptable schools. They described his following as a mob and He included the publicans and sinners. The sad thing is, we can do this to other people. We allow superficial things, on the outside, carry more weight than the fruit of the spirit. We must break this process by looking at others the way Jesus sees them. Know that whoever we might run into throughout the week has a life impacted by Christ. If they are a Christian, then Christ resides inside them and they are a brother or sister in Christ. If they are not a Christian, then Christ died for them and we need to love them as only Jesus would. 

Reflection Questions
1. Reflect on a time where you were either favored or unfavored because of who you are or what you possessed? How did this make you feel? If you were on the other side of the coin, think how it might have made you feel? 
2. Is it hard for you to not judge others by their outward appearance? What is one way you can overcome this thought process this week? 
3. Out of the list above, which one stood out to you the most when it comes to the dangers/hinderances of favoritism? Why? 
4. Read the following passages and see where favoritism towards the higher class could have hindered the ministry of Jesus: Luke 19, John 4, Luke 7:36-50



Day 2- Mercy Triumphs over Judgment
Read James 2:8-13
"For judgment is without mercy to the one who has not shown mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment (James 2:13)."

Judgment is a hot topic in today's culture. Many non-believers as well as some believers will often state, "Only God can judge me." There is some truth to this statement because God is the only one who can judge someone's eternal status. But when it comes to what we see and hear, we have the right to judge those things based off the word. I often find it entertaining that most of those people who state, "Only God can judge me," often pass judgment on those around them quite often. There was a group of people in the Scriptures that fit this description… the Pharisees. 
One particular story that comes to mind is the story in John 8 about the adulterous woman who was caught in the act by the Pharisees. They come straight to Jesus and demand him to do something about the situation. They were trying to set a trap for Him because if Jesus said you are right about the law of Moses we need to stone this lady, he would be going against the Roman government which did not allow the Jewish people to give out the death penalty. Then if Jesus said just let her be, they would have accused Jesus of not regarding the law and accused him of not being faithful to the truth. What does Jesus do? He bends down and draws in the sand. He states, "The one without sin among you should be the first to throw a stone at her." Again, he started to draw in the sand. Finally, He is left with just the woman in his midst. No one is left to condemn her and Jesus does not condemn her either. He says, "Go and sin no more." 
Judgment was being sought out by the Pharisees. They were not willing to show mercy to this lady. They wanted to trap Jesus and she happened to be the next pawn in their game. But Jesus extends mercy. She deserved punishment, yet Jesus gives her another chance. She was to go and live a different life. This lady did nothing to earn mercy. In fact, you could never earn mercy because it is not to be earned, otherwise it is not mercy. But it is also not, as we see clearly with Jesus, the opportunity to be soft on sin. 
Look back to v. 8 where it quotes Leviticus 19:18- "Love your neighbor as yourself." This rule covers all other rules given in the Old Testament which deal with other people. "Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not lie, do not covet," all fall under "love your neighbor as yourself." This is one of the main reasons James describes this as the royal law. It has great importance because it covers so much. If we could grasp the weight of that statement in Scripture and truly love our neighbor like we love ourselves, much of the worlds chaos would disappear over time. Why? Because we would be treating the world like the Lord has treated us by displaying mercy when needed.

Reflection Questions 
1. Describe a time where you were judged by someone in a wrong way. How did it make you feel? 
2. Describe a time where you judged someone wrongly. What led to the judgment and was the relationship restored? If so, what did that process look like. 
3. What are some ways you can show love to your neighbors? 
4. Read Matthew 9:9-13 share how this passage displays the Lord's mercy.











Day 3- Faith and Works
Read James 2:14-26
"But someone will say, 'You have faith, and I have works.' Show me your faith without works, and I will show you faith by my works (James 2:18)."

I heard an illustration about a town that was struggling because of the drought that was taking place that summer. The local church announced on a Sunday morning that it would hold a prayer service during the evening to pray for rain. One by one they came into the church and surrounded the altar and began to cry out to God for rain. In attendance that night was a teenager who had come with some of friends to church a few weeks ago and gave her life to Jesus. She had never been to prayer meeting before, in fact, she really had not learned much about praying since she was new to the faith. Her friends informed her about the prayer meeting and shared what prayer is all about. So that evening, she showed up and when she walked through the door all eyes were on her. Not because she was new but because she had brought her rain coat and umbrella to the prayer meeting. Her response to those who asked was quite simple, "We are praying to God for it to rain so I brought my rain gear for when it starts to rain." 
How often are we like those in that church that just showed up to complete a task without living out our faith in the Creator of heaven and earth. This new believer illustrates the point James is focusing on here in our passage. Faith without works is dead (v.26). She had faith it was going to rain after they spent time praying for rain. She lived out her faith. James makes it very clear that faith and works go hand in hand. James is focusing on the issue of saving faith. He asks a very simple but complex question in verse 14, "What good is it if someone claims to have faith but does not have works? Can such faith save him?" This question becomes complex because there seems to be tension in works based salvation. But a  deeper look into this proves this is not the case. Warren Wiersbe explains James position here well with these words, "Any declaration of faith that does not result in a changed life and good works is a false declaration." Just saying you believe in God is not enough. Why? The demons do this and they tremble (v.19), more on this tomorrow. 
Verse 17 helps us gather a better understanding of James point with two words, "by itself." Faith is dead by itself, works must be there to back it up. Ephesians 2:8-10 speaks to this subject also. We are saved by grace through faith not of works. Why? So we cannot boast of our own good deeds. Our good deeds are like filthy rags when compared to Jesus (Isa. 64:6). But it goes on to say that we are His workmanship created unto God works. So when Jesus established what salvation was going to look like, He predetermined for us to live in a way that our works were going to prove our faith. A person with dead faith has only an intellectual experience. There is a head knowledge of Jesus but nothing had happened to the heart. This is why James' reference to the demons is such a clear illustration of faith without works. No man can come to Christ by faith and remain the same. 
This is where the faith transfers to everyday life. If we have a true saving faith, as mentioned through the passage of James, then our lives are going to display faith too. This girl brought her umbrella to the prayer meeting. What do you need to bring in preparation for what you are praying for? 

Reflection Questions
1. In your own words, how would you describe faith? 
2. Why are works so important to the Christian lifestyle (reverence v.15-17)? 
3. What are ways in your life that works are proving your faith? 
4. Read Hebrew 11:6 and share how this verse coincides with our passage. 




Day 4- The Same Ground as the Demons
Read James 2:19
You believe that God is one. Good! Even the demons believe-and they shudder. (James 2:19)

Here is a very troubling verse when one considers the reality of it. Demons know who Jesus is. These demons were once angels in heaven. Jesus cast out Satan and a third of the angels, now known as demons, because of the desire Satan had to be worshipped instead of Jesus. The reality we are faced with here is the understanding these demons have of Jesus. They know that He is the Lord and is holy. They know that they are going to be forever cast into the lake of fire. They believe Jesus is a real person. But none of this changes who they are. Their actions do not reflect true belief. 
As we read yesterday, works prove faith. Works do not save you but they prove the faith you have in Jesus. James is providing a shock factor to his audience by bringing in the demons and saying they too believe in God. Any "good" Jew would know the first six words of this verse. It was something that was written on their hearts. It was a part of the Shema. This was the Old Testament passage about discipleship for the people of Israel. The Shema is found in Deuteronomy 6:4-9 and commands the people of Israel to pass down what the Lord has done to the next generation. It starts with the same words, "The Lord our God, the Lord is one." This elevates the verse in the perspective of the Jewish people for sure. But what does this mean to us today? 
Understand that it is not a saving experience to believe and tremble. You can have an experience that tickles the heart and makes you feel warm and fuzzy but it doesn't change the heart. True saving faith involves something much more- a changed life. "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed away, and see, the new has come! (2 Cor. 5:17). True salvation comes with life change. Looking at this passage from the light of 2 Cor. 5:17, it exposes the truth and the reality of a changed life in Christ. We are created to accomplish good works through Christ (Eph 2:10). This is our purpose upon salvation. Jesus had this planned out at the beginning. He wanted to distinguish us from the rest through our good works that we accomplish for his glory. 
On final thing that we need to look at when it comes to this verse here; that is the word shudder. It implies emotion. In the Greek, it means to be struck with extreme fear, to be horrified. Though the demons have extreme fear to the point of a little kids huddled under a blanket during a thunderstorm shaking, it doesn't effect their hearts position before Him. There was a point in time in our life, before we came into relationship with God, that we stood just like these demons. The same ground, but the difference is that we have bent a knee in humble submission because we believe and that belief has changed the way we view life. All belief does is put us on the same ground as the demons. What separates us is a changed life. 

Reflection Questions
1. Reflect on your life before Christ. What have been some changes you have seen from then to now? 
2. Why do you think people believe that it is enough just to believe in God? 
3. Consider the emotion of shuddering. Why is this a first step to coming to know Christ? How does this shudder turn to reverent fear? 
4. Read John 3:1-21, John 7:43-53, and John 19:38-42 and see the transition in Nicodemus' life. 













Day 5- Past Examples
Read James 2:20-26
"And the Scripture was fulfilled that says, Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness, and he was called God's friend (James 2:23)."

If you have read the Old Testament in its entirety, you have read some very interesting stories of individuals who accomplished great things for God or did the opposite of that. Even reading the New Testament, you see the same concept. There are people who have done great things and others who did not. Each one of these examples provide for us an opportunity to learn and grow in the way we live our lives. In these short verses, we see two people who lived their life in such a way they are mentioned multiple times in the New Testament as references to faith- Abraham and Rahab.
Abraham proved his faith by taking a hike with his son up to a mountain top after a three day journey. Can you imagine what could have been running through the mind of Abraham as he is traveling? I doubt this man slept well each night on this journey either. But when they arrived to where they were to ascend the mountain, without hesitation, Abraham and Isaac made their journey. Abraham speaks two key phrases as they begin their journey up the mountain. First, Abraham asks those with him to stay back because the boy and I are going to worship (Genesis 22:5). Talk about a bold statement when he knows what he is going to do. The sacrifice for worship was not a lamb but his son. Then, the next instance happens along the way. Isaac looks over to his dad as they are making their journey up and says, "we got fire and wood, but aren't we missing something, like the lamb?" And Abraham proves his faith once again, "God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering my son (Genesis 22:8)." They make it to the top and Isaac is laid on the altar. Just as Abraham raises his hand with the knife, the angel of the Lord commands him to stop. What great faith. Abraham went through with it all the way, and lo and behold the Lord provided. 
Rahab was not a lady one would choose to be labeled a person of faith with the description of a prostitute, but James chooses her as an example of proven faith. Though her past has left an impression on those around her, God was still able to use her. Rahab knew that her land was defeated but she started displaying faith in God when she stated to the spies these words, "for the Lord your God is God in heaven above and on earth below." She protects the two spies and follows their command by hanging a scarlet chord from the window and her and her family were spared. Her faith had actions. 
If you turn a few pages back from James 2, you encounter the greatest chapters on faith in the Bible, Hebrews 11. There are many past examples of faith displayed in perfect light for us to see. Here are just a few of them and the kind of faith they showed: 
- Abel displayed worshipping faith
- Enoch displayed walking faith
- Noah displayed working faith
- Abraham and Sarah displayed waiting faith 
- Moses displayed warring faith 
- Rehab displayed winning faith
These men and women showed faith and we are called to do the same thing. By faith (fill in your name) did… What is God calling you to do by faith? We prove that faith by actions. Let's live that way.

Reflection Questions
1. Describe one of your biggest tests of faith and how God provided as you took those steps in faith. 
2. Why can living in faith be so difficult even when we have seen others walk by faith and saw God provide? 
3. Spend time in prayer and ask God to show you areas where you are already strong in your faith, and where you need to strengthen your faith. What are these areas? What is one thing you can do to keep moving forward where God wants you to go? 
4. Read Hebrews 11 and see the stories of men and women like you are highlighted by their faith story. Consider take some extra time to look up their full story and study it. 

