Day 1- Money Problems
Read James 5:1-6
“Your wealth has rotted and your clothes are moth-eaten. Your gold and silver are corroded… (James 5:2-3a).”

Have you ever found yourself thinking about what you would do if you were somehow gifted a million dollars? I know there have been times where I would think what would I do if I had that kind of money. Here’s what I would do with that money: Tithe (I know that’s the spiritual answer, but its true), pay my house off, set money aside for the girls to finish school through graduation, fix up the house some, and then save the rest. I would imagine you would have something very similar to my list. It may differ a little as some might need a new car or have a dream trip but most of it would be to take care of things that we need. None of that is wrong and I believe, especially in my list above, it frees us up to be even more generous with our assets because other payments are now covered. It opens up the budget for those opportunities. 
I want to go on the record by saying being wealthy is not a sin. Wealth can be quite beneficial. Where money becomes a problem is when it becomes our love. The love of money is the root of all evil (1 Tim. 6:9-10). When it becomes our treasure, our heart will follow after (Luke 12:34). James is warning the rich people, who have gathered their riches in a wrong way, that they are going to have some problems with money. James speaks to these individuals that what they have been storing up is not going to last. It will rot away (v.2). They have stored up in the last days the wrong things. Before we move forward, we need to understand that the last days means the days after Jesus resurrection. We have been living in the last days for a while now.  Paul tells Timothy these words of wisdom and prophecy about the last days: people will be lovers of money (2 Tim. 3:2). He is not wrong. It doesn’t take long to see that this is true of many people today. There can be a huge problem with money if we are not careful. 
“You have lived luxuriously on the earth and have indulged yourselves. You have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter (James 5:5).” Money was not going to save these people for what is to come. James warns them that they are fattening their hearts in a day of slaughter. Their luxurious life has distracted them from the purpose they should be living out on earth. Now their focus has been on indulging themselves instead of investing in others. I would imagine that most who read this will never have six or seven figures in their bank account at one time. Many of us might be lucky to keep four figures in our accounts. So how can we take what James is saying to heart? When God blesses people with prosperity, He makes it clear that the purpose is not for self gratification but of the opportunity to bless others. Leviticus 19:9-10 gives instructions to the Israelites on what to do with their excess. They were to leave their excess for the poor. It was the idea of taking the blessing from God and blessing others. The Lord teaches us to pray for our daily bread; what we need for the day. When we receive extra, God could be giving you the opportunity to be able to bless someone who is less fortunate. I want you to know God does not say that being poor is more righteous than being rich. There has been false doctrine that has surfaced that teaches a poverty gospel, which is far from the truth, same with the opposite found in the prosperity gospel. God’s heart for money in his children’s life is that it knows the right place it needs to be. For you can only serve one master not two (Matt 6:24). Sometimes more money means more problems. Where is your heart? 

Reflection Questions
1. What is the best gift that you have ever received? Why was it the best? What was the best gift you have ever given? Of the two which means more to you? 
2. Evaluate your finances. If someone looked at what you do with your money, would it prove to them your dedication to the Lord? Explain. If not, what can you do in the next month to change this? 
3. Have you ever seen money become a problem in your life? Describe your attitude toward it during this time.  
4. Read Matthew 6:19-24 and 1 Timothy 6:17-19. What do these passages say about money? What is one thing you can do to align you life more with these passages of Scripture?


Day 2- Patience Through it All
Read James 5:7-11
“You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, because the Lord’s coming is near (James 5:8).”

The story of Robin Hood is perfect example of what James is sharing to believers here. During the time the king was gone, two groups formed. Some lived in palaces and hoarded money by exploiting the people. Others, led by Robin Hood, lived in the forest and gave money away to the poor. One hoards while one is generous. When the king returns, those who have been taking are afraid of what might happen, but those who remained faithful to the king rejoice in his return. What this teaches us today is our response to the kings return is in response to how our lives reflected the values of the king. Knowing that the Lord is going to return one day and He is King of Kings, will you be rejoicing or will you be mourning based off your lifestyle here on earth? 
James is speaking to believers here reminding them to be patient and strengthen the heart for the Lord is coming soon. This was written almost 2000 years ago. The Lord has still not returned for His church. These words still reign true today, just as they did back then. We are to be patient like farmers. Living in the South, farmland is all over when you venture outside the city. A farmer has to display great patience when it comes to yielding crops. For the farmer constantly works to ensure the success of his crops. It starts with the grueling work of plowing the ground in order to place the seeds. But the work doesn’t stop there. Many hours are still used in keeping the ground watered and taken care of after the planting. All the while, waiting patiently to see the final product of produce ripe and ready for harvest. 
We are to be patiently waiting for the Lord’s return, knowing that the world is constantly evolving further from the truth of the Scriptures (2 Tim. 3:1-9). Of course our desire is to be with our Beloved but the Lord tarries for a reason. 2 Peter 3:9 states, “The Lord does not delay his promise, as some understand delay, but is patient with you not wanting any to perish but all to come to repentance.” The reason the Lord has not come back yet is there are still people who need Jesus in their life. We are the laborers. The harvest is white and ready to harvest. We must be praying for more workers to reap the harvest of souls. We, also, must be out reaping. 
James lists the Prophets and Job as examples of suffering and patience. These individuals endured a lot throughout their time. Jeremiah was thrown into an abandoned well to die. But God fed Jeremiah and protected him even when it look as if the prophet my die. Daniel is another excellent example of someone who endured great hardship but the Lord was watching over him. Job, though not a prophet, has a story that trumps many of the other ones mentioned. Enduring the loss of his all of his children, all of his possessions and even his health, he stood for the Lord. His wife even told him to curse God and die, but he was unwilling. In the end, the Lord blesses Job with even more. James mentions how the Lord is compassionate and merciful. How can this be if one has to endure these elements here on earth when the Lord has the power to cease all of these various issues? God allows trails and difficulties in our life to see our allegiance to him. There can be no victories without battles; there can be no peaks without valleys. If you want the blessing, you must be prepared to carry the burden and fight the battle. 

Reflection Questions
1. We are living in the last days. What are you doing to prepare yourself for the difficulties that come with living in these days? How does your priority of the values of the King bring excitement for his return? 
2. If we truly believe the Lord is returning soon, there ought to be an urgency for the mission of Christ. His mission is to make disciples. How well has your life demonstrated the desire to make disciples? What is one thing you can do to prepare yourself to be more conscientious about the times we live in and the lives who are lost without a Savior? 
3. Write out the names of three people who you know that need to accept Christ. Commit to praying for them each day this week. Then find a way to communicate to them that you have been praying for them. 
4. Read Jeremiah 38:1-13 and Daniel 6. Reflect on their sufferings and write out how the Lord provided for them. Take some time to reflect on your life and write out ways the Lord has provided for you through your sufferings. Spend some time thanking Him for His provisions. 


Day 3- Complaining Gets You Nowhere
Read James 5:9
“Brothers and sisters, do not complain about one another, so that you will not be judged. Look, the judge stands at the door (James 5:9).”

Have you ever been around someone who complained about everything? They complain about their coffee order from Starbucks. It was to cold, or to hot. It had a bad shot of espresso. It did not have enough flavor. They complain about every gift they receive. It is to cheap or ugly or doesn’t serve a purpose. They complain about work, their kids, their spouse, their car, and life in general. Everything that happens in life is worth complaining about to them. How many of us want to be around that person? If we are truly honest, none of us want to be around someone like that. James places this verse right in the middle of the section about waiting on the Lord to return. He is speaking to believers here because there are some who are more interested in complaining about others and the world rather than being on mission for what God desires. How can the church accomplish the mission when the church is complaining about those who are a part of the body? It can’t. 
Philippians 2:14- “Do everything without grumbling and arguing.” What a powerful statement Paul shares with the church in Philippi. But the next verse shares the purpose behind his statement. “So that you may be blameless and pure, children of God who are faultless in a crooked and perverted generation, among whom you shine like stars in the world (v.15).” Why is it important for the people of God to not be walking around complaining about things in life? Because we are shining like stars in the world. The world is dark and needs us to be a sparkle of light to point them to the truth. 
Paul brings another truth to a church on the issue of complaining. “And don’t complain as some of them did, and were killed by the destroyer (1 Corinthians 10:10).” This references the situation that happen with the people of Israel in Numbers 16:41-49, where they were complaining to Aaron and Moses. This ended in death. How does this take place? A foothold for the devil was left open (Eph. 4:27).  When we allow the devil to have a foothold in our life it can lead to many things like complaining. What does the devil desire to do to our lives? Steal, kill, and to destroy. He cannot have our souls because we are saved, but he can do anything and everything he possibly can to disrupt the mission of the church so their testimony and mission is compromised. When the devil gets a foothold in the church through individuals who complain, he stirs up conflict which can destroy congregations. Unity is disrupted and the focus shifts from the mission of Christ to the issues of those who are complaining. Warren Wiersbe illustrates this graphically, “If we start using the sickles on each other, we will miss the harvest.” 
The desire of the church should be to reach the next generation. If a church is to be multi-generational, which is the Biblical model, there has to be a focus on the youngest generation. It is the church today just as the older generations, but it is also the future of the church. These soon will be the leaders of the church. When we focus on them, growth takes place. Recent studies show that 85% of salvations take place in the age range of 5-14 year olds. 10% in 15-30 year olds and a 5% of the unlisted age ranges. That means 95% of people will accept Christ before 30 years old. That is a solid percentage to focus on. A shift in focus could result in complaining but a heart for the Lord and others to be reach for the Gospel will eliminate this. What joy it is to see the next generation experience God in a life changing way that will impact their life forever. 

Reflection Questions
1. Why is it so easy to complain at times? What truly drives those complaints? Are there complaints that are beneficial? If so, what are they? 
2. How can the devil begin to use complaining that is found inside the church (believers)? How can the church (believers) eliminate complaining from their life? 
3. Why is the next generation so important to the church (believers)? How can you begin to support the next generation in their development in Christ? Take time to pray over the next generation of young people and their walk with the Lord. 
4. Read 1 Timothy 4:6-5:2 and Titus 2:1-8. How do these passages speak into our conversations as well as the younger generations? What is one thing from these passages you can implement in your life today?



Day 4- What We Say Matters
Read James 5:12
“ Above all, my brothers and sisters, do not swear, either by heaven or earth or with any other oath. But let your ‘yes’ mean ‘yes,’ and your ‘no’ mean ‘no,’ so that you won’t fall under judgment (James 5:12).”

When is the last time that you heard the words “I swear” or “I swear to God” following someone’s story or statement they just shared? For many of us it could have been today or at least this week. Why do people feel the need to say those words? In some cases, it is because the story is to good to be true. It is one of those moments where it was once in a lifetime opportunity and everything aligned the way it was supposed to and next thing you know you have the best story ever. Other times, it is because the individual has had previous instances where they have stretched the truth or lied about things in there conversations with others. It is hard to take what they have said as truth. 
James acknowledges that we are to be truthful in all speech. We have the tendency to stretch the truth from time to time, don’t we? Maybe you have a fishing or hunting buddy who has done this a time or two. They stretch their story a little more each time they share. The bass is bigger and so is the buck. Often times we indulge in this type of speech to create an impression on those around us. It comes from the insecurity of who we truly are and we try to find validation in man rather than validation in the one who created man. 
Over the years, I have spent some quality time with my grandpa, on my dad’s side, and I have heard some great stories of the past. One of the things he has shared is how all it took was a handshake for a deal to go through. Why? A man’s word meant something back then. James’ instructions for us are the same, “Let our yes be yes and our no be no.” There needs to be integrity behind the words that come from one’s mouth. 
James mentions swearing by heaven or earth or oath. It brings a critical talking point to how we state the name of the Lord. The danger that confronts each of us when we participate in these types of things can violate the third commandment of taking the name of the Lord in vain. When we use speak that involves the name of God that is not uplifting or praising His great name we are violating this great command. Not only are we violating the divine law on this subject, but our power of witnessing to others is rendered ineffective. Here is where we must be careful because even those who do not recognize the existence of God are often the first to notice the inconstancies and the hypocrisies of those who profess to worship Him. One of the biggest ways to make a difference in the world around you is backing up what you say and what you say, is truly what you mean. 
It is a basic principle that true Christian character requires few words. The person who must use many words (including oaths) to convince someone has something wrong with his character and must bolster this weakness by using words. If you are a true Christian, with integrity, then all you have to say is yes or no and people will believe you. 

Reflection Questions
1. When have you been hurt because of something someone promised you or told you they were going to do yet went back on their word? 
2. Are there any areas of your life that you might be stretching the truth? How can you change the way you communicate this in the future? 
3. When have you taken God’s name lightly? How can you begin to transform this in your life? How often have you considered that taking his name in vain has an effect on those who we are trying to be a witness to? How will this change your prospective now? 
4. Read Matthew 5:33-37 and explain how this relates to our passage from James.


Day 5- Powerful Prayers
Read James 5:13-20
“Elijah was a human being as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the land. Then he prayed again, and the sky gave rain and the land produced it’s fruit (James 5:17-18).”

When I was going through the book of James a few years ago, this passage of Scripture stood out to me the most during that time. Prayer has been one of those things that I have always struggled with. I believe the biggest reason for my struggle is the understanding God knows all things and why would he want to hear what I have to say about a situation in my life? Maybe you have felt this way before. Maybe you were not sure prayer was actually the solution to the problem. Through these verses, it has change the way I look at prayer and the way that I look at individuals in the Scripture. Prayer is the most that we can do for someone, not the least. It is important that we pray for God to move in our life and the lives of others. 
Before we bring up areas James states to pray for, lets mention the one important component which is the prayer of a righteous person and its power. Our lives must be considered righteous to see the full effect of the power of prayer. Prayer still works but it has more power when the person is righteous. All this means for you is to be in a right standing before God. To do this, we must first confess our sins to the Lord. But James challenges believers even further to confess their sins to other believers. Why? Because it brings accountability into your life. It brings healing for the soul. When you share your struggles of anxiety, gossiping, lying, laziness, or whatever it may be, you have this freedom that comes with confession to others. Then they are responsible to come along side you and pray for you too. This practice has been often forgotten in the church of today. 
James tells us to pray when experiencing suffering, experiencing good things, experiencing sickness, and experiencing sin. Prayer should be the first thing when we are going though tough times. Prayer should be the first thing when we are joyful. It should be a prayer of thankfulness to God. Often this is done through song. Many of the hymns and modern music reflect what God has done for us in a prayer connected to a melody. Prayer should also be the first thing when we are sick. James calls for the elders of the church to anoint with oil those who are sick. Elders are the men who govern the church. They establish spiritual guidance for the church. The pastor is the lead elder of any church. This is also a separate position from deacons. Therefore, these special men have been given the permission from God to anoint with oil those who are ill and pray over them for their healing. The final area where prayer should be our first response is when we sin. When we make those mistakes that grieve the Lord, our first response should be to approaching his throne of grace asking for forgiveness. When we do this and experience his forgiveness, it gives us the ability to turn others who have strayed back to Jesus. Why? Because we have experienced the love of God and his forgiveness even when we have messed up. Yes, they may have made poor decisions but God is rich in mercy and ready to forgive. 
The final thing I want to mention is the other element that struck so hard in my life a few years ago. As I have read through the Bible, I have experienced some great stories of individuals who have done tremendous things. It always seemed to me that I could never be like them. I could never do what David did against Goliath or Paul in prison singing songs. I felt like I was unable to make an impact as much as they did because they are Bible characters, therefore, they are elevated well beyond what I could ever achieve. But verse 17-18 changed my outlook. “Elijah was a human being as we are.” This one phrase grounded me and allowed me to see that I am a human just as Elijah that God can do incredible things with if I am willing. Why? Well it is not because what I can do, but what He can do through me. Nothing is impossible with God. He wants to do the same with you. 

Reflection Questions
1. Take the four things listed above, sufferings, good things (joyful), sickness, and then sin; and make a list of where you see those areas in your life. Be specific. Then spend time lifting those requests up to God. 
2. What is one song that brings joy to your soul every time you hear it? Reflect on those lyrics and sing them as a prayer to the Lord. 
3. James states, “The prayer of a righteous person is very powerful.” What do you need to do in order to be in right standing before God so your prayers have power? 
4. Read 1 John 5:14. Explain how praying in the will of God fits in each of the four things listed in question one. How do we respond when our prayers are not answered in the way we wished they were? 
