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WELCOME TO CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH! 
  
YOU ARE WELCOME HERE! 
At Christ Lutheran people of all backgrounds and experiences gather to worship because we all share a 
common hope: the life, death, and resurrection of Christ makes all things new, even us. 
  
You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin. If you have a prayer request, the 
yellow cards in the seatback holders have a place for them; the other side is for any information you would 
like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back 
of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in 
worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 
WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP 
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The 
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body and 
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because 
of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the 
fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world.  All 
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 
  
In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to approach the altar 
rail. When finished you may leave individually without being dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored, and 
Grape Juice is dark; they are received via individual cups in the trays. Used glasses are placed in the 
basket located near the ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to the server that you 
require this. 
 
COVID Procedure Update  
 
Masks are encouraged but optional during worship.  Naturally if you prefer to stay masked throughout 
the service, you are of course welcome to do so.  Masks are not required for singing but suggested.   
  
 
 
 

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

  

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 
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At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls us to repent and make a new 
beginning. As the darkness increases we turn toward the approaching light of Christ. For Christians he 
is the root of Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes all, especially the poor and meek of the earth. We 
wait with hope for that day when the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and there will be no more hurt or 
destruction. From the Lord’s table we are sent in the spirit of John the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ 
the kingdom of God has come near. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 

PRELUDE           Rejoice, Rejoice Believers           Peery 
       
WELCOME 
If you are joining us for the first time, welcome!  We’d love to meet you, or if there’s 
anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ Lutheran Church, 
please consider filling out a Connection Card online (you can point your 
phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow Connection Card in the 
pew holders.   
 

Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer Request 
(backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher. 
 

If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for Communion: 
light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/cracker/tortilla and a cup 
for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is sufficient in one or both elements).  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
 

God ☩ is here, and God sees through every defense that fools the world. 
Since we cannot hide from God, there is nothing left to do 
but to be honest with each other and humble before God. 
So, in humility, we confess our sins. 
 
A brief silence for reflection. 
 
God, we have acted helpless, 
even when you called us to action. 
We have resisted your truth, 
even when our lies were exhausting. 
We have behaved as though we were alone, 
even when you were beside us. 
God, we have believed we were dying, 
even when you helped us grow. 

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833
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God knows we can never undo our sins. 
We cannot ignore painful history 
as though it does not affect us today. 
Yet from the very beginning, 
God’s will has been the salvation of all creation. 
That salvation comes to each of us today: 

Receive ☩ God’s forgiveness. 
This forgiveness is total. 
No sign of your old life remains, 
And if God has moved beyond your sin, 
you have no reason to return to it again. 
 
We are healed, by the one who makes all things new. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
GATHERING HYMN ELW #264    Prepare the Royal Highway 
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GATHERING  
For God, change can be small, evolutionary, atomic. 
A crumbled resistance, a slightly different direction, 
a fresh idea in the middle of the night. 
 
For God, change can rain down like a tempest, 
a flood in every street that sweeps into our lives 
with energy that does not yield or listen. 
God is urgently waiting to finally arrive. 
 
God, we have been waiting for you, too. 
Yet you often arrive before we notice: 
in the place we did not expect, 
in the word we did not hear. 
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Do not be afraid, your angels always say, 
right before you change a life. 
You are here to change this place. We are not afraid. 
 
GREETING 
Peace to you and welcome, 
from the God who fills life with resilience, 
the Savior who rushes to offer forgiveness, 
the Spirit who supports us with endurance. 

Amen. 
 

Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
We sing verses one and two of “God of the Starlight and Moon”, 
then the last verse after the Prayer of the Day 
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When deep blue darkness 
steps aside for softly spreading flame, 
we take comfort from the warmth of living light. 
This candle 
on our Advent wreath 
Reminds us of the joy of life, 
which spreads as we share it. 
Godly cheer can comfort us, 
even when our surroundings 
remain a mystery. 
 

In time every person 
will know the warmth 
of God’s love. 
But not yet, 
not fully. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

God of the keen blade, 
which cuts the roots 
of arrogant power: 
you raise 
voices of promise 
in the dry lands of our desire, 
children of faith 
from the stones of the earth; 
make us ready to receive 
the Spirit and the fire of love, 
wild and fierce and free; 
through Jesus Christ, the one who is to come. 
Amen. 
 
We sing verse 3 of God of the Starlight and Moon. 
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WORD    
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

When children read, they may read a version that is appropriate to their reading level and 
voice, which may vary from the printed texts. 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
The assembly is seated as children come forward for a time together. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC          On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry                    Peery 
            
READING:  Isaiah 11:1-10 
Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s royal line (the stump of Jesse). 
Gifted by the spirit of God, this ruler will reign with perfect justice. Enmity and danger will be restored to 
harmony and peaceful coexistence. 
 

 1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
  and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
 2The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 
  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
  the spirit of counsel and might, 
  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
 3His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 
 
 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
  or decide by what his ears hear; 
 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
  and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
 
 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
  the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
 the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
  and a little child shall lead them. 
 7The cow and the bear shall graze, 
  their young shall lie down together; 
  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
 9They will not hurt or destroy 
  on all my holy mountain; 
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 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
  as the waters cover the sea. 
 10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall 
inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 72:1-7, 18-19 
1Give the king your justice, O God, 
and your righteousness to the king’s son; 
2that he may rule your people righteously 
and the poor with justice; 
3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 
and the hills, in righteousness. 
4Let him defend the needy among the people, 
rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.  
5May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, 
from one generation to another. 
6Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, 
like showers that water the earth. 
7In his time may the righteous flourish; 
and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 
18Blessed are you, Lord God, the God of Israel; 
you alone do wondrous deeds! 
19And blessed be your glorious name forever, 
and may all the earth be filled with your glory. Amen. Amen. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 
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HOLY GOSPEL:   Matthew 3:1-12 
Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling people to mend their ways 
and speaking of a powerful one who is to come. 

 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 
2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of whom the 
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,  
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight.’ ” 
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his 
food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were 
going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in 
the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
 7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to 
them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear 
fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham 
as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 
Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing 
floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW #249  On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 
The assembly stands to proclaim the Word of God in song. 
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NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  
 he came down from heaven,  
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary  
 and became truly human.  
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
 he suffered death and was buried.  
 On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the scriptures;  
 he ascended into heaven  
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
 who has spoken through the prophets.  
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS 
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for new 
hope. 
A brief silence. 
God, you renew the church in every age. We give thanks for hymn writers and theologians, 
especially John of Damascus, whom we commemorate today. Inspire teachers, writers, and 
musicians to delight and instruct your people. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
You give us a vision of creation in harmony, when hurting and destruction will be no more. 
Teach us to be stewards of the earth and companions to its creatures. Restore to balance and 
wholeness what human greed has harmed. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
You defend the cause of all who are poor and oppressed. Raise up leaders who will govern 
with equity and serve the common good. Guide judges, lawmakers, and public officials to 
protect the rights of those who cannot advocate for themselves. In Myanmar and Thailand, 
raise up advocates for victims of injustice and bless the work of all who seek peace, stability, 
and democracy. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
You deliver those in need from suffering and fear. Come to the aid of any who are exploited or 
abused, especially children, elders, and victims of human trafficking. Provide safety and help 
to our neighbors without shelter, refugees, and those fleeing violence. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
You urge your people to welcome one another as you have welcomed us. Nurture ministries of 
hospitality and care in this and every congregation; bless the work of Tony and Ed our 
Building Attendants and Nikki our Nursery Coordinator, that their hospitality might be a sign 
of your love. We pray for people who are homebound, hospitalized, or separated from loved 
ones. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
You embrace all who have died trusting in your promises, and we give thanks for their faithful 
witness. Sustain us in hope until we are united with Nicholas, Ambrose, and all your saints in 
the joy of your eternal presence. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join 
them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for 
those in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of 
peace with one another: Peace be with you! 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 

OFFERING 
Throughout this pandemic our congregation has never stopped serving our neighbors, 
our community, our world -- all because of your participation and support. This month 
we are sharing a portion of our offerings for the support of Bethel Lutheran Church – 
Miller/Gary 
 

        If you prefer to give electronically use our CLC app or browse to our secure on-
line portal at clcvalpo.org/give. 
 
OFFERTORY (8:00  a.m.)   The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came          Manz 
  
OFFERTORY ANTHEM (10:30 a.m.)      Child of Light             Pethel 
    
Child of Light, we wait for you now, beneath the stars of heaven we bow; Child of 
Wonder, be our guide. Lead us on through the dark of the night. Child of Truth, we seek 
your face, how we need your love and grace; Be unto us our Savior, King, from our 
hearts these gifts we bring. Child of Light, come live within, let your joy on earth begin; 
Lift our eyes and fill our hearts; nevermore from us depart. Shine your Holy Light on 
us now, help us understand somehow; This matchless gift from heaven above, Child of 
Light and Child of love. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 
 
We pray: 
God, we have labored and toiled 
for our money, and our time,  
and our families, and our freedom. 
We have cherished what we thought was ours. 
 
Yet in a moment, we recognize that every truly good thing 
was a treasure we had received from your open hand. 

https://subsplash.com/christlutheranchurch-val/app
https://clcvalpo.org/give
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We give you these gifts as a sign of your love and faithfulness. 
Use them to grow more hope in this world.  Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

The pastor begins the prayer and all join in singing: 
 
SANCTUS 

(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus  
at the words "Blessed is he.") 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TABLE PRAYER 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Children: The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God, who has come to save you. 
Thanks be to God! 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
The assembly is seated. 
 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' 
invitation.  The body and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence 
with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because of his death and resurrection.  Drawn 
together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the fullness of God's 
coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the 
world.  All baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 
 

The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
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In-person distribution:  When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp 
to approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being 
dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored and Grape Juice is dark; they are received via 
individual cups in the trays. Used glasses are placed in the basket located near the 
ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to the server that you 
require this. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION MUSIC ELW #481 Come to the Table (sung 3x) 
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ACS #901 Now the Heavens Start to Whisper 
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After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues. 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The meal has ended.  Now let the remembering begin. 
Remember you have met God in this place. 
Remember that no person who meets God 
can ever be the same. 
 
We pray: 
You have called us. We have listened. 
You invited us. We took our place at the table. 
You have sat with us so we might follow you. 
Now there is nowhere else we can go, 
because you alone have the words of life. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 

INVITATIONS 
Brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in 
God’s mission in the world. 
 

BLESSING 
God the eternal, 
who dwells with us in Jesus, 
and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN  ELW #266 All Earth Is Hopeful 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Children join the pastors to send us in mission. 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE     
                   

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited to greet one 
another and share in fellowship. 

Worship Leaders 
 

 8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.    
 

Acolyte Sara McDaniel Magdalena Gibson-Even 
     

Lector Tammy Hofer Becky Fry  
 

Prayer Assistant Paige Reichardt Sheila Burnside 
 
Communion  Barbara Clements Amy Knauff  
 Andrew Teeple Phil Hahn 
     

Ushers Luke Venstrom Jerry Bohacik 
 Don MacMillan 
        

Sound/Light Tony Reinhold Jeff Peiffer 
  

Video/Livestream - - - - - - -   
 

Pastors:    Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr.   
     Rev. Erica Gibson-Even 
 

Director of Music Ministries:  Brian Bartusch 
 

Worship Participant:   Angy Moore, harpist 

 
December Altar Gifts 

 

Communion Baker Karen Hernes 
 
Communion Wine: Ellen Swayne ~ In Memory of Charles Swayne 
 

 Barb & Bill Lieske ~ In Memory of Stella and Clarence Moss 
 

Altar Candles: Becky Bakalyar—In Memory of my parents’ wedding  
 anniversary 
 

Eternal Lamp Candles: The Wehner Family ~ In Memory of Pastor Thomas C. and  
 D. Diann Rick 



 23 

 

COMMEMORATIONS 
Week of December 4, 2022 

 
December 4 
John of Damascus, theologian and hymnwriter, died around 749 
A monk in an abbey near Jerusalem, John wrote many hymns as well as theological works. 
One of his works, The Fount of Wisdom, remained influential for centuries. 
 
December 6 
Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, died around 342 
Little is known about Nicholas, except that he was a bishop in present-day Turkey. 
According to legend, he was famous for his giving to the poor, and so has become a symbol 
of anonymous gift-giving. 
 
December 7 
Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, died 397 
While a governor of northern Italy, Ambrose was elected bishop of Milan on the same day 
he was baptized. He was a famous preacher, a writer of hymns we still sing today, and 
helped lead St. Augustine to faith. 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
 

This week we pray for the churches and people of  Myanmar and Thailand. 
 

We give thanks for: 

• the beauty of these countries and their people, and their many distinctive Buddhist 
temples 

• those who long have struggled that these countries might become more democratic 

• the faithful witness of churches, which have advocated with others for greater justice 
efforts to protect the environment and resources in these countries. 
 
We pray for: 

• minority ethnic and religious groups who continue to experience discrimination, 
persecution or even genocide (such as the Rohingyas), and for greater interfaith 
understanding and tolerance for ethnic and religious diversity 

• those victimized by sex tourism and exploitation, and those who perpetuate such acts 

• political stability and progress toward democratic rule 

• economic justice for all people, and environmental protection, as these countries 
undergo development. 
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Advent Message 
 

Imagine that you’re driving down the highway. You miss your exit. With a little tug in the pit of 
your stomach, you realize that you’re now heading somewhere new.  
 

Imagine that you’re at a concert. A piece of music keeps surprising you with fresh chords and 
new sounds. The composer leads you somewhere you didn’t expect, and you can’t help but 
follow, curious to discover what comes next.  
 

Imagine that you’ve gathered with a group of people for ballroom dancing. The music shifts; it’s 
time to change partners. You’re ready to sit this one out, but someone meets your eyes and holds 
out their hand. The moment is electric. You accept the wordless invitation and spin into motion.  
 

Change is at hand. Something unexpected is happening, and we’re in the midst of it.  
Out of the blue, something new is arriving like lightning: transformation, wonder, justice, joy. 
From generation to generation, God has been dreaming of this moment. Inevitably, it catches us 
by surprise, just like it surprised our ancestors in faith: Sarah, Abraham, Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, 
Mary, Joseph. God’s time is now. It’s here to reorient our expectations and to sweep us into a 
future of hope and promise, even if we didn’t expect it, even if it wasn’t part of our plans.  
 

We are invited to join the flow of an Advent season that sweeps us off our feet, carries us 
forward, and invites us to join God in God’s creative work. We’ll trace God’s plans for justice 
and peace with the genealogy of Jesus and the witness of the saints who followed him. We’ll be 
surprised by a thicket of new shoots from the stump of Jesse. We’ll find God beguiling us by 
inviting us to imagine something new, regardless of what came before. And if we’re worried 
about the future and afraid of letting go of the familiar outlines of our lives, God will meet us 
there too.  
 

The highway has always extended past the familiar exit. The music is already written. The dance 
is underway. But the moment of change seems to come out of the blue, altering our expectations 
and creating a future we never thought possible. It’s Advent, and change is coming out of the 
blue. What will God reveal to us this season?  

Stewardship Snippet 
 
Romans 15:13 – May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Let Paul’s words be your call not only to find joy and hope, but also to share it with the world – 

especially those for whom the season brings sadness. That is good stewardship of your Christmas cheer! 


