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YOU ARE WELCOME HERE! 
At Christ Lutheran people of all backgrounds and experiences gather to worship because we all share a 
common hope: the life, death, and resurrection of Christ makes all things new, even us. 
 
You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin. If you have a prayer request, the 
yellow cards in the seatback holders have a place for them; the other side is for any information you would 
like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back 
of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in 
worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 
WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP 
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The 
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110. 
 
RESTROOMS 
Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all-
gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway, 
past the Welcome Center. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body and 
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because 
of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the 
fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world.  All 
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 
  
In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to approach the altar 
rail. When finished you may leave individually without being dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored, and 
Grape Juice is dark; they are received via individual cups in the trays. The Common Cup is available for 
anyone who wishes. Used glasses are placed in the basket located near the ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is 
available, please indicate to the server that you require this. Also, if you unable to come up to the altar, let 
the usher know so that pastor can bring communion to you. 
 
COVID Procedure Update  
Masks are encouraged but optional during worship.  Naturally if you prefer to stay masked throughout 
the service, you are of course welcome to do so.  Masks are not required for singing but suggested.   

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

  

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 
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Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is called the “gate” of the sheep in today’s 
gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life. He anoints our heads with oil and guides us 
beside the still waters of our baptism. Each Sunday he spreads a feast before us amid the world’s 
violence and war. We go forth to be signs of the resurrection and extend God’s tender care to all 
creation. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 
PRELUDE           O Worship the King   arr. Hurlbutt 
 
WELCOME 
If you are joining us for the first time, welcome!  We’d love to meet you, 
or if there’s anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ 
Lutheran Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online 
(you can point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow 
Connection Card in the pew holders.   
 
Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer Request (backside 
of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher. 
 
If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for 
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is 
sufficient in one or both elements).  
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
by whose hand we are given new birth, 
by whose speaking we are given new life. 
Amen. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are welcomed, restored, and supported 
as citizens of the new creation. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
 
 
 

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833
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Holy God, 
holy and merciful, 
holy and mighty, 
you are the river of life, 
you are the everlasting wellspring. 
In mercy and might you have freed us from death 
and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead. 
In baptismal waters our old life is washed away, 
and in them we are born anew. 
 
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues. 
 
Glory to you for oceans and lakes, 
for rivers and streams. 
Honor to you for waters that wash us clean, 
quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures. 
Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism, 
the outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation. 
 
Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. 
Empower our witness to your resurrection. 
Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all. 
 
Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. 
Where drought dries the earth, bring refreshment. 
Where despair prevails, grant hope. 
Where chaos reigns, bring peace. 
We ask this through Christ, 
who with you and the Spirit reigns forever. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN ELW  #385     Good Christian Friends, Rejoice & Sing! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
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THE CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
Life abundant, 
God of grace, 
you call us by name 
to live without fear: 
in peace may we resist 
all who kill and despoil your people, 
that their hearts might be turned 
to the only source of life; 
through Jesus Christ, the gateway. 
Amen. 
 

WORD    
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

When children read, they may read a version that is appropriate to their reading level and voice, 
which may vary from the printed texts. 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
The assembly is seated as children are invited forward for a time together. 
 
HANDBELL ANTHEM (10:30 a.m.)  God of the Sparrow, God of the Whale    Schalk/Webber 
 
READING: Acts 2:42-47 
Today’s reading is a description of life in the community following Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost, when the 
Spirit was poured out on God’s people. The new community is sustained in worship and fellowship, shares what 
they have, and ensures that everyone has enough. 

 
42[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and the prayers. 
 43Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the 
apostles. 44All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45they would sell their 
possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46Day by day, as they 
spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad 
and generous hearts, 47praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day 
the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 23 
The congregation is invited to sing the psalm refrain when indicated (R). Verses will be 
chanted alternately by the leader and the people. 
 
Refrain 

 
Psalm Tone 
 

 
 
The LORD | is my shepherd; 
 I shall not | be in want. 
2The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures 
 and leads me be- | side still waters. 
3You restore my | soul, O LORD, 
 and guide me along right pathways | for your name's sake. 
4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil; 
 for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.   R 
5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 
 you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 
 and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever.   R 
 
READING: 1 Peter 2:19-25 
Doing the right things does not guarantee that one will not experience difficulties, hardships, rejection, or 
even suffering. Here Christ is presented as the model for our path of endurance and loyalty to God, 
particularly amid adversity. 
 

19It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. 20If 
you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure 
when you do right and suffer for it, you have God’s approval. 21For to this you have been 
called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should 
follow in his steps. 
 22“He committed no sin, 
  and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
23When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but 
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he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on 
the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have 
been healed. 25For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the 
shepherd and guardian of your souls. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HOLY GOSPEL: John 10:1-10 
Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about spiritual leadership. Those who listen to Jesus 
are led to abundant life. 

 
The Holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said:] 1“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but 
climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2The one who enters by the gate is the 
shepherd of the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. 
He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, 
he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5They will 
not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of 
strangers.” 6Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he 
was saying to them. 
 7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8All who 
came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the gate. 
Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10The 
thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it 
abundantly.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon. 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW #778  The Lord’s My Shepherd  
The assembly stands to proclaim the Word of God in song. 
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NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS 
United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 
A brief silence. 
You are the shepherd who gathers us in your mighty and loving arms. Help your church to 
listen for your voice, especially when the voices of sin, idolatry, and oppression threaten to 
overpower us. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
The green pastures, still waters, and dark valleys of this earth all belong to you, O Lord. 
Sustain your creation with a love that is both mighty and just. Where there is destruction, 
bring healing. Where there is desolation, bring abundance. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You proclaim shepherding love, comfort, and protection for all people and all of creation. 
Direct leaders in our own time to learn from your example and instruction. Give them 
servant hearts, that they generously seek the good of all. Bless the lands, people, and 
churches of Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, 
Uzbekistan, that there might be peace and prosperity. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You journey with us wherever our paths may lead. We pray for those feeling overwhelmed 
by anxiety or depression or suffering in any way. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You are the gate that gives safety to your beloved flocks. Provide protection for refugees, 
victims of domestic violence, those who are imprisoned, and all people who are vulnerable 
to violence and mistreatment. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
You call your sheep by name and lead them through the valley of death. We give you 
thanks for those who have died and now dwell in your house forever, including Philip, 
James, Athanasius, and Monica. Be with those who mourn, and give them hope in the 
promise of resurrection. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, 
almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for those 
in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of peace with 
one another: Peace be with you! 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 

OFFERING 
This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world through the 
participation and support of its members and guests.  Because offerings are never just 
about us, this month we are sharing a portion of your gifts with Housing Opportunities   
www.hoi.help  (2001 Calumet Ave., Valpo).  
  If you wish to give electronically, browse to our secure on-line portal at            
clcvalpo.org/give or use our CLC app (download at clcvalpo.org/app). 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM (8:00 a.m.) Hallelujah, Amen         Handel 
               (from Judas Maccabeus) 

 
Hallelujah, Amen. O Judah rejoice in songs divine. With cherubim and seraphim 
harmonious join. 
 
OFFERTORY (10:30 a.m.)  Now We Offer     Honoré 
      (Te ofrecemos) 

   
OFFERING PRAYER 
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 
Generous God, 
in this meal you offer your very self. 
We give thanks for these gifts of the earth. 
In the breaking of this bread 
reveal to us the Risen One. 
In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.hoi.help
https://www.google.com/maps/search/2001+Calumet+Ave.,+Valpo?entry=gmail&source=g
https://clcvalpo.org/give
https://subsplash.com/christlutheranchurch-val/app
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The pastor begins the prayer and all join in singing: 
 

SANCTUS 
(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus  
at the words "Blessed is he.") 
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TABLE PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Children: The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
The assembly is seated. 
 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' 
invitation.  The body and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us 
and offer the gift of forgiveness because of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and 
strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and 
are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world.  All baptized Christians are 
always welcome at the Lord's table. 
 

The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
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In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp 
to approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being 
dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored, and Grape Juice is dark; they are received via 
individual cups in the trays. The Common Cup is available for anyone who wishes. 
Used glasses are placed in the basket located near the ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is 
available, please indicate to the server that you require this.  Also, if you unable to 
come up to the altar, let the usher know so that pastor can bring communion to you. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION HYMNS  ELW #484  You Satisfy the Hungry Heart 
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ELW #782 My Shepherd, You Supply My Need 
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After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues. 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Gracious God, 
in you we live and move and have our being. 
With your word and this meal of grace, 
you have nourished our life together. 
Strengthen us to show your love 
and serve the world in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
INVITATIONS 
Brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in 
God’s mission in the world. 
 
BLESSING 
The God of all, 

who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, 
bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN  ELW #361 The Day of Resurrection!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children join the pastors to send us in mission. 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE    Toccata in 10        Tambling          
                          

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited  
to greet one another and share in fellowship. 
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Stewardship Snippet 
 

Acts 2:46-47a - Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke 
bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having 
the goodwill of all the people. 
 

Now is a good time to take our cues from the early church, and choose new/ancient ways 

of being in community together for the sake of the world. How would you like to see this 

“new normal” unfold? 

Worship Leaders 
 

 8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.  
   

Acolyte Sara McDaniel Magdalena Gibson-Even 
      

Lector Venstrom Family Phil Hahn 
 

Prayer Assistant Kathy Sutherland Sara Long  
 

Communion Assistants Chris Schmidgall Amy Knauff 
 Erin Schmidgall Phil Hahn 
 

Ushers Willem Bendicsen Jeff Peiffer 
     Ramona Krueger 
        

Sound/Light Tony Reinhold Tony Reinhold 
  

Video/Livestream - - - - - - - -  John Buggeln 
   
  

Pastors     Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr. 
     Rev. Erica Gibson-Even 
     

Director of Music Ministries  Brian Bartusch 
 

Worship Participants   Sanctuary Choir 
     Youth Handbell Ensemble 
 
Communion Baker Andrew Teeple      
 

April Altar Gifts 
  

Communion Wine Andrew Teeple ~ In thankfulness for family 
   Linda Mapes ~ In Thankfulness for our 56th Wedding Anniversary  
 

Altar Candles  Lois & Michael Felten ~ In memory of Arnold & Rick Felten 

 

Eternal Lamp   Ellen Swayne ~ In memory of Gladys Swayne 
   Diana Ahlbrand ~ In memory of Wendell Ahlbrand 
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COMMEMORATIONS 
Week of April 30, 2023 

 
May 1 
Philip and James, Apostles 
Philip was one of the first disciples of Jesus, and called Nathanael to “come and see.” Little is 
known of James, the son of Alphaeus, called “the Less” to distinguish him from another apostle 
named James. 
 May 2 
Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, died 373 
Best remembered for defending the teaching that Christ was fully God against those who taught 
otherwise, Athanasius was an influential church leader around the time of the Council of Nicea. 
He was banished from Alexandria five times for his forthright views. 
May 4 
Monica, mother of Augustine, died 387 
Monica was married to a pagan husband who was ill-tempered and unfaithful, but whom she 
helped bring into the Christian faith. She repeated the influence on her son Augustine, who 
went on to become one of the greatest church teachers. 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
This week we pray for the churches and people of Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Mongolia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan. 
 

We are thankful for: 

• the magnificent expanse of mountains, grasslands and deserts in these Central Asian 
 countries 

• the rich natural resources 

• the incredible ethnic diversity 

• cultural traditions and practices that have been preserved for centuries amid the challenges  
 of modernization 

• Christians who, although they are a tiny minority, have courage to witness to the gospel and  
 find the strength to live according to God’s word 

• those who in spite of danger dedicate their lives to serving others. 
 

We pray for: 

• the people in these lands who suffer from poverty and repressive rule 

• an end to clashes related to tribalism, traditionalism, and modernization 

• the land, air and water that have been damaged by human abuse 

• good relations between Muslims and Christians 

• an end to oppression and violence 
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Tables Spread for Life Abundant 

 
Sometimes a table is spread in a generous fashion but still feels impersonal, like the 
buffet at a big conference. You can fill your plate as many times as you want, but that 
doesn’t change the fact that you’re wearing a printed name tag because no one in the 
room actually knows your name. 
 
And sometimes a table spread seems meager because it’s the end of the month or you 
didn’t have time to make it to the store, but you’re with friends who feel like family, so 
no one is worried about how simple the meal is. 
 
Today we have the best of both worlds. We have abundance to the point of 
extravagance, and we have a God who knew our names even before we were born. We 
have a table heaped with grace upon grace and our heads anointed with oil, and we have 
a God whose voice we recognize as soon as we hear our names spoken aloud. All our 
beloveds have been invited, and every last one of us has a name card in front of our 
plates, handwritten in our favorite color, no doubt. Today we’re reminded that even 
when the world feels like a wreck, God shows up with abundance, inviting us by name. 
 
Where have you noticed this lately? Where have you noticed goodness and mercy 
following you around? Where have you noticed evidence that God wants you to 
experience life? In the feisty weeds poking up through the cracks in the sidewalks? In 
the hope of the students who are so close to summer break they can taste it? In the bright 
sunshine breaking through the clouds not thirty seconds after the thunder stops? In the 
youngest members of your worshiping community, skipping forward with their hands 
outstretched for bread and blessing? 
 
It’s there, this evidence of God’s life abundant. Go looking for it. Go looking to remind 
someone else. It’s way too good to miss. 
 
 


