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WELCOME TO CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH!

YOU ARE WELCOME HERE!
At Christ Lutheran people of all backgrounds and experiences gather to worship because we all share a
common hope: the life, death, and resurrection of Christ makes all things new, even us.

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin. If you have a prayer request, the
yellow cards in the seatback holders have a place for them; the other side is for any information you would
like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated as necessary during the service.

CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH!

God’s people come in all shapes and sizes — it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are
present! Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a
growing faith in a child’s life. There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back
of the sanctuary as needed. Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in
worship is multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110.

RESTROOMS

Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all-
gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway,
past the Welcome Center.

HOLY COMMUNION

Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation. The body and
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because
of his death and resurrection. Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the
fullness of God's coming kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world. All
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table.

In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to approach the altar

require this.

COVID Procedure Update
Masks are encouraged but optional during worship. Naturally if you prefer to stay masked throughout
the service, you are of course welcome to do so. Masks are not required for singing but suggested.

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news. If you have concerns, please speak to
a church staff member.

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entranceto the
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance.

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services.




Today's gospel tells of Jesus’ temptation in the desert. His forty-day fast becomes the basis of our Lenten
pilgrimage. In the early church Lent was a time of intense preparation for those to be baptized at the
Easter Vigil. This catechetical focus on the meaning of faith is at the heart of our Lenten journey to the
baptismal waters of Easter. Hungry for God’s mercy, we receive the bread of life to nourish us for the
days ahead.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

PRELUDE Spanish Dance No. I Ostransky

WELCOME

If you are joining us for the first time, welcome! We’d love to meet you,
or if there’s anything you'd like to know about the ministry of Christ
Lutheran Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online g
(vou can point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow r&-
Connection Card in the pew holders. ;

Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer
Request (backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher.

If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is
sufficient in one or both elements).

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,
who journeys with us these forty days,
and sustains us with the gift of grace.
Amen.

Let us acknowledge before God and one another
our need for repentance and God’s mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,

we confess to you our faults and failings.

Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word;

we take for ourselves instead of giving to others;

we spoil rather than steward your creation;

we cause hurt though you call us to heal;

we choose fear over compassion.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

as we seek to follow in your way of life.

Amen. 3


https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833

Hear the good news:

God so loved the world that God gave the only Son,
so that all may receive life.

This promise is for you!

God embraces you with divine mercy,

++ forgives you in Christ’s name,

and revives you in the Spirit’s power.
Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Children: This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

A briefsilence is kept before the prayer.
Spirit of the desert,

you drove Jesus

to the edge of the world

to find his truth and calling:

scour our hearts

and awaken our hunger

that freed from empty clinging

we might find ourselves in you,
through Jesus Christ, the Lord of the wilds.
Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.
When children read, they may read a version that is appropriate to their reading level and
voice, which may vary from the printed texts.

MISSION MOMENT

CHILDREN’S TIME

The assembly is seated as the children are invited forward for a time together.

SPECIAL MUSIC: Spanish Dance No. 11 Ostransky

READING: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7

The annual harvest festival, called the Feast of Weeks, provides the setting for this reading. This festival
celebrates the first fruits of the produce of the land offered back to God in thanks. In this text, worshipers
announce God’s gracious acts on behalf of Israel.

“The Lorp God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. l(’And
the LorRD God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; ' 'but of
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it
you shall die.”

*"Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lorp God had
made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, “You shall not eat from any tree in the garden"?”
“The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; “but God

said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall

you touch it, or you shall die.”” “But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; “for
God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God,
knowing good and evil.” “So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it
was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its



fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. "Then
the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig
leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 32
The congregation is invited to sing the psalm refrain when indicated (R). Verses will be
chanted alternately by the leader and the people.

Refrain
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Happy are they whose transgressions | are forgiven,
and whose sin is | put away!
*Happy are they to whom the LORD im- ' putes no guilt,
and in whose spirit there ' is no %uile!
*While I held my tongue, my bones with- ' ered away,
because of my groaning ' all daP/ long.
*For your hand was heavy upon me ' day and night;
my moisture was dried up as in the | heat of summer. R
>Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not con- ' ceal my guilt.
I said, "I will confess my transg%ressions to the LORD."
Then you forgave me the guilt ' of my sin.
Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in ' time of trouble;
when the great waters overflow, they ' shall not reach them.
"You are my hiding-place; you preserve | me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts | of deliverance. R
"I will instruct you and teach you in the way that ! you should go;
I will guide you ' with my eye.
Do not be like horse or mule, which have no ! understanding;
who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will ' not stay near you."
Great are the tribulations ' of the wicked;
but mercy embraces those who trust | in the LORD.
""Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice ' in the LORD;
shout for joy, all who are ' true of heart. R



READING: Romans 5:12-19
Paul reminds the Christians at Rome of the foundation of their creed, the confession of faith in the risen Christ
as Lord.

"“Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and so death
spread to all because all have sinned— “sin was indeed in the world before the law, but sin
is not reckoned when there is no law. ' *Yet death exercised dominion from Adam to Moses,
even over those whose sins were not like the transgression of Adam, who is a type of the
one who was to come.

""But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one man’s
trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the free gift in the grace of the one
man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. '°And the free gift is not like the effect of the
one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free
gift following many trespasses brings justification. ''If, because of the one man’s trespass,
death exercised dominion through that one, much more surely will those who receive the
abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness exercise dominion in life through the
one man, Jesus Christ.

"“Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s act of
righteousness leads to justification and life for all. '’For just as by the one man’s
disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be
made righteous.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.
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HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 4:1-11
After being filled with the Holy Spirit at his baptism, Jesus is led in the wilderness. Through his responses to
the temptations of the devil he defines what it means to be called “the Son of God.”

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. “He fasted
forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. "The tempter came and said to
him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” ‘But he
answered, “It is written,
‘One does not live by bread alone,
~ but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.””
“Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple,
’saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written,
‘He will command his angels concerning you,’
and ‘On their hands they will bear you up,
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.
'Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.
®Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of
the world and their splendor; "and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall
down and worship me.” '’Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written,
‘Worship the Lord your God,
and serve only him.” ”
"'Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.

29

29

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon.



HYMN OF THE DAY ACS #922 When We Are Tested
The assembly stands to proclaim the Word of God in song.

0 |

Y D M I
1| | | | I— | | 1 1
y¥ D | | 1 | | | | | i d'

| | | | & &

% ‘ ‘ = o - o = =
1 When we are test - ed and wres - tle a - lone,
2 When in the des - ert we cry for re - lief,
3 When we are tempt - ed to bar - ter our souls,

4 When we  have strug - gled and searched throughthe  night,

Q 1 f f 1 f | |

o > ———
o o s o o ] ! i o :

J I T I T
fam - ished for bread when the world of - fers stone,
plead - ing for paths marked by cer - tain be - lief,

trad - ing  the truth  for the pow’r to con - trol,
sort - ing  and sift - ing the wrong from the right,

0 | :
%ﬁﬁ 1 - P g ud I i T T
I - —] I | bt | & J | |
J ! ! < >
S~
nour-ish  us, God, by your word and your way,
lift us to love you Dbe - yond sign and test,
teach us to wor - ship and praise on - ly you,
Sav - ior, sur - round us with cir - cles of care,
Q ||D I I f
— 1 :
& bt | 1 | bt bt | & g
J o I — o o G
food that sus - tains us by night and by day.
trust - ing  your pres - ence, our on - ly true rest.
seek - ing  your will in the work that we do.
an - gels of heal - ing, of hope, and  of prayer.

Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947
Music: SLANE, Irish traditional
Text © 1996 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;



he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use.

PRAYERS

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of
creation.

A brief silence.

You alone are God. Sustain your church in times of wilderness. Give vision and wisdom to
bishops, their staff, and all entrusted with the ministry of administration, especially our
Bishop Bill and Presiding Bishop Elizabeth. Counsel all who faithfully lead your people into
the future. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You create verdant gardens and expansive deserts. Tend to the needs of every living
creature. Bless those who work in fields and orchards, groceries and pantries — especially the
Food Bank of Northwest Indiana, Hilltop, Immanuel, and Housing Opportunities, that the
world is nourished by the fruits of their labor. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You know our temptations. Sustain those who govern and legislate. Instill in them a sense of
your justice and righteousness, that equity and peace would pervade all the regions and
nations of the world. Bless the people and churches of Belgium, Luxembourg, and the
Netherlands with wisdom, generosity, and hospitality. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You are a hiding place for all in distress. Draw near to exiles, and accompany all refugees
and immigrants, especially children who travel alone. In times of trouble, trauma, or illness,
surround your people with your steadfast love. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You offer abundance to all. Bless the ministries of hospitality in this place. Care for those
who work to welcome others, especially our Hospitality and Outreach team, ushers, building
attendants, nursery attendant, and Deepening our Welcome committee. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
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You alone are God. We praise you for the faithful departed in every age, including George
Herbert, John Wesley and Charles Wesley. Unite our song with theirs, until our wilderness
journey is complete, and with them we rest in you. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to
renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for those
in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of peace with
one another: Peace be with you!

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERING

Throughout this pandemic our congregation has never stopped serving our neighbors, our
community, our world -- all because of your participation and support. This month we are
sharing a portion of our offerings for the support of Hilltop House hilltophouse.org.

If you prefer to give electronically use our CLC app or browse to our secure on-line
portal at clcvalpo.org/give.

OFFERTORY Savior, When in Dust to You Manz

‘Savior, when in dust to you, low we bow in homage due; when, repentant, to the skies
scarce we lift our weeping eyes; Oh, by all your pains and woes suffered once for us
below, bending from your throne on high, hear our penitential cry.’

OFFERING PRAYER

The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward.
God of good gifts,

receive these and all our offerings

as we present them in faithful service

for the sake of your gospel.

Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal

as you pour out your very presence

through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life.
Amen.

12
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SANCTUS
(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus

at the words "Blessed is he.")
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TABLE PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER
Children: The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness.
Thanks be to God!

DISTRIBUTION

The assembly is seated.

Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus'
invitation. The body and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence
with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because of his death and resurrection. Drawn
together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the fullness of God's
coming kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the
world. All baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table.

The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune:

The body of Christ, given for you.
Amen (receive the bread)

The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen (receive the cup)
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In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to
approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being dismissed.
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COMMUNION HYMNS ELW #624  Jesus, Still Lead On
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Text: Nicolaus L. von Zinzendorf, 1700-1760; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813-1897, alt.
Music: SEELENBRAUTIGAM, Adam Drese, 1620-1701




ELW #785

When Peace, like a River
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Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828—1888
Music: VILLE DU HAVRE, Philip P. Bliss, 1838-1876
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After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Embodied God,

at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus.
With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise,
empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors

and touch the world with your love.

Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

INVITATIONS

Brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in

God'’s mission in the world.

BLESSING

God, the giver of love,

++ Christ, the resurrection and the life,
and the Holy Spirit of rebirth

bless you in this Lenten journey.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN ELW #319

O Lord, throughout These Forty Days
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Text: based on Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838-1898; para. Gilbert E. Doan Jr., b. 1930
Music: CONSOLATION, A. Davisson, Kentucky Harmony, 1816; arr. Theodore A. Beck, 1929-2003
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Arr. © 1969 Concordia Publishing House.

Children join the pastors to send us in mission.

19



DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve in love.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE Jesu, Priceless Treasure J.S. Bach

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited to greet one
another and share in fellowship.
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Acolyte
Lector
Prayer Assistant

Communion Assistants
Ushers

Sound/Light
Video/Livestream
Welcome Center

Pastor:

Director of Music Ministries:

Worship Participants

Communion Baker:
Communion Wine:
Altar Candles:

Eternal Lamp Candles:

Worship Leaders
8:00 a.m.
Sam Venstrom
Phil Hahn

Darla Hernandez

Barbara Clements
Betty Luckett

Tim Sutherland
Ramona Krueger

Tony Reinhold
Faith Noe
Rev. Erica Gibson-Even

Brian Bartusch

10:30 a.m.

Magdalena Gibson-Even

Magdalena Gibson-Even

Isabel Ecklund-Baker

Magdalena Gibson-Even

Jeff Peiffer

Gibson-Even Family

Brooke Robinson

Adam Gibson-Even, cantor

Zach Wehner, baritone

February Altar Gifts

Angela Wehner
To the Glory of God

Vickie and Gregg Copeland ~ In Honor of Grandchildren

To the Glory of God
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COMMEMORATIONS
Week of February 26, 2023

March 1

George Herbert, hymnwriter, died 1633

As a student at Trinity College, Cambridge, England, George Herbert excelled in
languages and music. He went to college with the intention of becoming a priest, but his
scholarship attracted the attention of King James I. Herbert served in parliament for two
years. After the death of King James and at the urging of a friend, Herbert’s interest in
ordained ministry was renewed. He was ordained a priest in 1630 and served the little
parish of St. Andrew Bremerton until his death. He was noted for unfailing care for his
parishioners, bringing the sacraments to them when they were ill, and providing food
and clothing for those in need. Herbert is best remembered, however, as a writer of
poems and hymns such as “Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life” (ELW 816).

March 2

John Wesley, died 1791; Charles Wesley, died 1788; renewers of the church

The Wesleys were leaders of a revival in the Church of England. Their spiritual
discipline (or method) of frequent communion, fasting, and advocacy for the poor
earned them the name “Methodists.” The Wesleys were missionaries in the American
colony of Georgia for a time, but returned to England discouraged. Following a
conversion experience while reading Luther’s Preface to the Epistle to the Romans,
John was perhaps the greatest force in eighteenth-century revival. The brothers’ desire
was that the Methodist Societies would be a movement for renewal in the Church of
England, but after their deaths the societies developed a separate status.

Charles wrote more than six hundred hymns, including “Hark! The Herald Angels
Sing” (ELW 270), “Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies” (ELW 553), and “Love
Divine, All Loves Excelling” (ELW 631).

Stewardship Snippet

“But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one man's
trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the free gift in the grace of the
one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many.“ -Romans 5:15

Paul twice refers to God’s mercy through Jesus as a ‘free gift,” and in the full Romans
passage for today he uses the phrase ‘free gift” five times! We best use and care for
God’s ‘“free gift” by living with joy, gratitude and love, and modeling mercy and grace
in our own lives.

22




Ecumenical Praver Cycle

This week we pray for the churches and people of Belgium, Luxembourg,
Netherlands.

Give thanks for:
e the important roles political leaders here have played in European integration.

e how people here have led in creative solutions to environmental, economic, and
cultural challenges.

e how churches here have overcome barriers and reached out to assure a good life for
all.

e the ecumenical contributions that have come from this area, and their continuing
support.

Pray for:

e overcoming cultural, linguistic and political barriers and suspicions that remain
divisive.

e the haunting legacies of colonization and quests for economic gain.

e immigrants who are alienated or marginalized in these societies.
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Growing Faith
Living our Baptism through the 5 Gifts of Discipleship

When baptized Christians affirm the faith (often called confirmation) the minister asks
the question: Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with you in holy
baptism:

to live among God’s faithful people,

to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,

to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,

and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?

RESPONSE: We do, and ask God to help and guide us.
(Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 236)

And so begins a daily claiming and re-discovering of the God-given gifts of
discipleship. These gifts overlap and are intertwined as one gift flows into another and
into faithful living. On Wednesdays through Lent we will explore (unwrap) these gifts,
noticing the ways God uses them to show love and faithfulness to us, and the ways
God uses them to equip us to love one another.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26201.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Portions printed under
OneLicense.net License #A-711129. Stewardship Toolkit, Copyright © 2021, Rev. Robert Blezard.

Portions from Prayers for an Inclusive Church by Steven Shakespeare.
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