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WELCOME TO CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH! 
  
 

YOU ARE WELCOME HERE! 
At Christ Lutheran people of all backgrounds and experiences gather to worship because we all share a 
common hope: the life, death, and resurrection of Christ makes all things new, even us. 
  
You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin. If you have a prayer request, the 
yellow cards in the seatback holders have a place for them; the other side is for any information you would 
like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back 
of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in 
worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 
WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP 
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The 
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110. 
 
RESTROOMS 
Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all-
gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway, 
past the Welcome Center. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body and 
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because 
of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the 
fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world.  All 
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 
  
In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to approach the altar 
rail. When finished you may leave individually without being dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored, and 
Grape Juice is dark; they are received via individual cups in the trays. Used glasses are placed in the 
basket located near the ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to the server that you 
require this. 
 
COVID Procedure Update  
Masks are encouraged but optional during worship.  Naturally if you prefer to stay masked throughout 
the service, you are of course welcome to do so.  Masks are not required for singing but suggested.   

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

  

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 
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Jesus begins his public ministry by calling fishers to leave their nets and follow him. In Jesus the 
kingdom of God has come near. We who have walked in darkness have seen a great light. We see this 
light most profoundly in the cross—as God suffers with us and all who are oppressed by sickness, sin, or 
evil. Light dawns for us as we gather around the word, the font, and the holy table. We are then sent to 
share the good news that others may be “caught” in the net of God’s grace and mercy. 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 

PRELUDE           Earth & All Stars         Burkhardt 
                  
WELCOME 
If you are joining us for the first time, welcome!  We’d love to meet you, 
or if there’s anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ 
Lutheran Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online 
(you can point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow 
Connection Card in the pew holders.   
 

Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer 
Request (backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher. 
 

If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for 
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is 
sufficient in one or both elements).  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who makes all things new, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy One, source of our renewal, 
we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have not practiced your righteousness. 
Our hearts have turned away from you. 
For the sake of the world you so love, 
forgive us, 
that we may be reconciled to one another 
for the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833
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Thus says our God: 
“The former things have come to pass 
and new things I now declare.” 
God’s mercy makes us new. 

We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
God of all people, 
you sent your Son 
into the shrouded world, 
into the borderlands; 
may his dawning light 
give hope to the broken, 
the persecuted, 
the alien and the excluded, 
that we might feel the kingdom drawing near 
and turn to follow him; 
through Jesus Christ, the morning star. 
Amen. 
  

WORD    
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

When children read, they may read a version that is appropriate to their reading level 
and voice, which may vary from the printed texts. 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
The assembly is seated as children are invited forward for a time together. 
 
READING: Isaiah 9:1-4 
The northern tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali experienced the gloom of defeat by Assyrian military forces, 
but they are assured that their condition will be reversed when God makes a light-filled appearance. The 
joy they will experience will resemble celebrations of great harvests, because God will deliver them from 
everything that diminishes or oppresses them. 
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1There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time [the Lord] 
brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he 
will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 
 2The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM 27:1, 4–9 
The congregation is invited to sing the psalm refrain when indicated (R). Verses will be 
chanted alternately by the leader and the people. 
 
Refrain 
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Psalm Tone 

 
 

The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then | shall I fear? 
 The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I | be afraid? 
4One thing I ask of the LORD; one | thing I seek; 
 that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life; 
  to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to seek God | in the temple. 
5For in the day of trouble God will | give me shelter, 
 hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high up- | on a rock. 
6Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies | who surround me. 
 Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; 
  I will sing and make music | to the LORD.   R 
7Hear my voice, O LORD, | when I call; 
 have mercy on me and | answer me. 
8My heart speaks your message— | "Seek my face." 
 Your face, O LORD, | I will seek. 
9Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your ser- | vant in anger. 
 Cast me not away—you have been my helper;  
  forsake me not, O God of | my salvation.   R 
 
READING: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
Paul calls on the Corinthians to end their dissensions and share the unified outlook of the gospel. Discord 
arises when we forget that we belong not to human leaders or institutions but to Christ. Indeed, the unifying 
word of the cross of Christ is the center of the gospel and the power of God’s salvation. 

 
10Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of 
you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the 
same mind and the same purpose. 11For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that 
there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. 12What I mean is that each of you 
says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to 
Christ.” 13Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the 
name of Paul? 14I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15so that 
no one can say that you were baptized in my name. 16(I did baptize also the household of 
Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) 17For Christ did not 
send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the 
cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power. 
 18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 4:12-23 
Jesus begins his public ministry shortly after John the Baptist is imprisoned by Herod. He proclaims the 
nearness of God’s reign and calls four fishermen to be his first disciples. 

 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
12Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13He left 
Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and 
Naphtali, 14so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 
 15“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 
  on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 
 16the people who sat in darkness 
  have seen a great light, 
 and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 
  light has dawned.” 
17From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come 
near.” 
 
 18As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, 
and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 19And he said 
to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” 20Immediately they left their 
nets and followed him. 21As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of 
Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and 
he called them. 22Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him. 
 
 23Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good 
news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 



 9 

 

SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  ACS #1000  God’s Work, Our Hands 
The assembly stands to proclaim the Word of God in song. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 
  

PRAYERS 
Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
A brief silence. 
Make your church one in purpose, proclaiming the message of the cross. Help us to 
work together across differences. Energize ecumenical partnerships, including the 
World Council of Churches and Lutheran World Federation globally, and our Interfaith 
Action Network locally. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We rejoice at the bounty of your creation. Fill the land and sea with your abundance. 
Bless harvests in the southern hemisphere and fallow fields in the northern hemisphere. 
Equip farmers to till and keep the earth sustainably. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
In Christ your reign comes near and calls all to repentance. Break the rod of the 
oppressor in every nation. Dispel the shadow of death in places of war and persecution. 
Grant us leaders who lift the yokes that burden those in need. Bless the people and 
lands of Cypress, Greece, and Turkey; inspire the witness of Orthodox churches there, 
and the leadership of the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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Be a stronghold for those in trouble and a rock for all who are afraid. Rouse communities to 
care for neighbors who need shelter, are facing maltreatment, or are isolated and lonely. We 
pray for our unhoused neighbors in Valparaiso this winter, and for the churches and 
nonprofits working to support them. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Sustain the ministries of this congregation and all churches in this community, especially 
our neighbors down the street, First Baptist Church and Central Christian Church, and our 
ELCA siblings at Trinity and Bethlehem Lutheran. Nurture each congregation’s unique 
witness to your presence; foster mutual respect; inspire our cooperation in loving our 
neighbors. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
We praise you for the faithful who have gone ahead of us, both famous and unknown. Help 
us to leave our nets and follow, and bring us with them to the fullness of your promise of 
eternal life. With Timothy, Titus, and Silas, shape us to be signs of your love in this world. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in 
Christ crucified. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for those 
in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of peace with 
one another: Peace be with you! 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 

OFFERING 
Throughout this pandemic our congregation has never stopped serving our neighbors, our 
community, our world -- all because of your participation and support. This month we are 
sharing a portion of our offerings for the support of  First Contact firstcontactinc.org  
and the Christ Lutheran Mike Steiner Benevolence Fund. 
 

  If you prefer to give electronically use our CLC app or browse to our secure on-line 
portal at clcvalpo.org/give. 
 
 
 

http://firstcontactinc.org
https://subsplash.com/christlutheranchurch-val/app
https://clcvalpo.org/give


 12 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM (8:00 am): Follow Me!                       arr. Carter 
 
Fisherman Peter on the sea, drop your net now and follow me! Brother James, son of 
Zebedee, leave your fishing and follow me! All you people now come along, hear Jesus 
calling and join His song. He will show us the way to go, so come and follow and don’t be 
slow. 
 
OFFERTORY (10:30 am):            Allegretto             Naumann 
                 (from Sonata No. 1/originally for Glass Harmonica) 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 
Liberating God, 
you break the bonds of injustice 
and let the oppressed go free. 
Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 
for all your works of merciful power, 
and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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The pastor begins the prayer and all join in singing: 
 
SANCTUS 

(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus  
at the words "Blessed is he.") 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TABLE PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Children: The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come and taste the joy of God! 
Thanks be to God! 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
The assembly is seated. 
 

Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' 
invitation.  The body and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence 
with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because of his death and resurrection.  Drawn 
together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the fullness of God's 
coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the 
world.  All baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 
 

The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
 

In-person distribution:  When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp 
to approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being 
dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored and Grape Juice is dark; they are received via 
individual cups in the trays. Used glasses are placed in the basket located near the 
ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to the server that you 
require this. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION HYMNS ELW #574 Here I Am, Lord 
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ELW #482 I Come with Joy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues. 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Holy One, 
we thank you for the healing 
that springs forth abundantly from this table. 
Renew our strength to do justice, 
love kindness, 
and journey humbly with you. 
Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
INVITATIONS 
Brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in 
God’s mission in the world. 
 
BLESSING 
The God who faithfully brings forth justice 
and breaks the oppressor’s rod 

☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 
today and always. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN  ELW #715 Christ, Be Our Light 

(continues on next page) 
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Children join the pastors to send us in mission. 

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Follow Jesus. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE    Hallelujah, Amen   G.F. Handel 
 
                               

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited to greet one 
another and share in fellowship. 
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Worship Leaders 
 

 8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.  
   

Acolyte Sam Venstrom Portia Novak  
     

Lector Bill Lieske Tim Malchow 
 

Prayer Assistant Sue McPherson Phil Hahn 
 

Communion Assistants Betty Luckett Holly Knauff 
 Kathy Sutherland Phil Hahn 
 

Ushers Don MacMillan Jonathan Bull  
 Tim Sutherland Jerry Bohacik  
        

Sound/Light Lance Nolting Tony Reinhold 
  

Video/Livestream - - - - - - - -  Ben Crill 
 

Welcome Center   
 

Pastors:    Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr.   
     Rev. Erica Gibson-Even 
 

Director of Music Ministries:  Brian Bartusch 
 

Worship Participants   Melissa Summerville, cantor 
     Sanctuary Choir 
 
 
 

January Altar Gifts 
 

 

Communion Baker:  Chrystal Hernes 
 

Communion Wine:  Phyllis Schroeder ~ To the Glory of God and in Memory 
    of David 
 

Altar Candles:   Lois & Mike Felten ~ Celebrating Connie’s 102nd  
    Birthday! 
 

Eternal Lamp Candles: Given to the Glory of God 
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COMMEMORATIONS 
Week of January 22, 2023  

 
 
January 25 
Conversion of Paul 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Ends 
Today the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity comes to an end. The church remembers 
how a man of Tarsus named Saul, a former persecutor of the early Christian church, was 
turned around by God’s grace to become one of its chief preachers. The risen Christ 
appeared to Paul on the road to Damascus and called him to proclaim the gospel. The 
narratives describing Paul’s conversion in the Acts of the Apostles, Galatians, and 1 
Corinthians inspire this commemoration, which was first celebrated among the 
Christians of Gaul. 
 
 January 26 
Timothy, Titus, and Silas, missionaries 
On the two days following the celebration of the Conversion of Paul, his companions 
are remembered. Timothy, Titus, and Silas were missionary coworkers with Paul. 
Timothy accompanied Paul on his second missionary journey and was commissioned by 
Paul to go to Ephesus, where he served as bishop and overseer of the church. Titus was 
a traveling companion of Paul, accompanied him on the trip to the council of Jerusalem, 
and became the first bishop of Crete. Silas traveled with Paul through Asia Minor and 
Greece and was imprisoned with him at Philippi, where they were delivered by an 
earthquake. 
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Stewardship Snippet 
 

Matthew 4:19 – And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for 
people.” 
 
Listen! Can you hear Jesus calling you to deeper discipleship? Don’t worry; you will be 

equipped to steward God’s amazing gifts, even as you cast your net of faith and share 

the good news. 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
 

This week we pray for the churches and people of Cyprus, Greece, Turkey. 
 
We are thankful for: 

• the 2,000-year presence and witness of the church in Asia Minor (now Turkey, 
Cyprus, and Greece) – the region in which St Paul and other apostles first planted the 
seeds of the Christian faith – and for how Greek culture influenced the early church 

• the Church Fathers who came from this area, along with many men and women who 
were Christian martyrs, and where seven ecumenical councils were convened 

• the pioneering work of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople in quest of 
Christian unity and for protection of the environment 
those who have reached out to assist people who have fled to, and through, these lands. 
 
We pray for: 

• the healing of memories and wounds inflicted by early 20th century genocides of 
Armenian, Greek, and Assyrian communities, and for current tensions in these lands 

• enhanced respect for all minority groups and their claims,\ 

• those who work for justice and reconciliation 

• the people who struggle because of economic and political crises in these countries 
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 
 

Worth the Risk 
 
Perhaps Peter, Andrew, James, and John had heard rumors of this wandering preacher 
Jesus. Maybe they had been growing restless for some time in their lives as fishermen. 
It’s possible they sensed that something was shifting in the world around them. They 
could have been fed up with the brutality of the Roman Empire and were looking for a 
leader to bring about change. Maybe they longed for something more, for a better way 
of living and loving and being. Maybe they were just so taken aback by this invitation to 
drop everything and follow that they couldn’t help but say yes. We don’t know their 
reasons for joining the Jesus movement that day, but there was clearly something so 
compelling about this kingdom of heaven (Matthew 4:17) that they were willing to drop 
their nets, risk everything, and not look back. 
 
Perhaps we too hear in the gospel today a renewed invitation to get swept up in this 
kingdom, a call to drop old ways of being and embrace a life of following Jesus. Maybe 
this vision of the kingdom catches us when we witness ancient scripture finding new life 
in our hurting world. Perhaps we glimpse the possibilities of the heavenly kingdom 
when communities of unlikely people gather to share bread and wine at the same table, 
and when we see the hungry being fed, the suffering being cared for, the lonely finding 
welcome, the oppressed finding freedom. Suddenly, we know that this is God at work. 
 
As Jesus reminds us, the kingdom of heaven is not a far-off kingdom. It draws near to 
us, breaking in around us perhaps in the moments when we least expect it. And when we 
catch sight of it, we just might never be the same. A world where the sick are healed, the 
hungry are fed, the outcasts find belonging, and ordinary days are filled with holy 
purpose? That’s a kingdom worth risking everything for. 

 


