PROCLAIM THE GOOD NEWS OF GOD IN CHRIST THROUGH WORD AND DEED

Lent invites us to go inward and become more contemplative. This is an important part
of the Lenten journey, but Jesus did not die to keep it a secret. His death and
resurrection are meant to be the good news proclaimed from the housetops. Apostle
Paul found courage to boldly proclaim Christ—despite imprisonment and threats of
death. He even discovered how God used the negative experiences of his life to
proclaim Christ.

PHILIPPIANS 1:12-20

2] want you to know, beloved, that what has happened to me has actually helped to
spread the gospel, "so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard
and to everyone else that my imprisonment is for Christ; '*and most of the brothers and
sisters, having been made confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, dare to speak the
word with greater boldness and without fear. >Some proclaim Christ from envy and
rivalry, but others from goodwill. '*These proclaim Christ out of love, knowing that I
have been put here for the defense of the gospel; '"the others proclaim Christ out of
selfish ambition, not sincerely but intending to increase my suffering in my
imprisonment. '*What does it matter? Just this, that Christ is proclaimed in every way,
whether out of false motives or true; and in that I rejoice. Yes, and I will continue to
rejoice, ’for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ
this will turn out for my deliverance. *’It is my eager expectation and hope that I will
not be put to shame in any way, but that by my speaking with all boldness, Christ will
be exalted now as always in my body, whether by life or by death.

HOMILY
OFFERING (can be placed in the basket in the back of the sanctuary)
HYMN (on the back)

PRAYER

Gracious God, we thank you for the good news of Christ Jesus. Use our lives to boldly
proclaim your good news made known in Christ. Use our words and our actions to
reflect the goodness of your love. In the name of Christ, we pray. Amen.
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HYMN ELW #661 I Love to Tell the Story

11 love to tell the sto - 1y of un - seen things a - bove,
2 1 love to tell the sto - ry: how pleas-ant to re - peat
31 love to tell the sto - 1y, for those who know it best

of Je - sus and his glo -1y, of Je - sus and his love.
what seems, each time I tell it more won-der-ful - ly sweet!
scem hun - ger-ing and thirst-ing to hear it like the rest.
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I love to tell the sto - ry, be - cause I know it’s true;
I love to tell the sto - ry, for some have nev - er heard
And when, in scenes of  glo - ry, I sing the new, new song,
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it sat - is - fies my long-ings as noth - ing else would do.
the mes-sage of sal - va- tion from God’s own ho - ly word.
Tll  sing the old, old sto - ry that T have loved so long.
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I love to tell the sto-ry; ’twill be my theme in  glo-ry
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to tell the old, old sto-ry of Je - sus and his love.
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Text: Katherine Hankey, 1834—1911
Music: HANKEY, William E. Fischer, 1849-1936



