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WELCOME TO CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH!

YOU ARE WELCOME HERE!
At Christ Lutheran people of all backgrounds and experiences gather to worship because we all share a
common hope: the life, death, and resurrection of Christ makes all things new, even us.

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin. If you have a prayer request, the
yellow cards in the seatback holders have a place for them; the other side is for any information you would
like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated as necessary during the service.

CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH!

God’s people come in all shapes and sizes — it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are
present! Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a
growing faith in a child’s life. There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back
of the sanctuary as needed. Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in
worship is multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110.

RESTROOMS

Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all-
gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway,
past the Welcome Center.

HOLY COMMUNION

Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation. The body and
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because
of his death and resurrection. Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the
fullness of God's coming kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world. All
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table.

In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to approach the altar

require this.

COVID Procedure Update
Masks are encouraged but optional during worship. Naturally if you prefer to stay masked throughout
the service, you are of course welcome to do so. Masks are not required for singing but suggested.

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news. If you have concerns, please speak to
a church staff member.

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entranceto the
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance.

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services.




In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the dead. The prophet
Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To those in exile or living in the shadows of
death, these stories proclaim God’s promise of resurrection. In baptism we die with Christ that we might
also be raised with him to new life. At the Easter Vigil we will welcome the newly baptized as we
remember God’s unfailing promise in our baptism.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

PRELUDE O Mensch, bewein dein Siinde grofs J.S Bach
(O Man, Weep for Your Great Sin)

WELCOME

If you are joining us for the first time, welcome! We’d love to meet you,
or if there’s anything you'd like to know about the ministry of Christ
Lutheran Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online =
(vou can point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow E|
Connection Card in the pew holders.

Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer Request (backside
of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher.

If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is
sufficient in one or both elements).

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,
who journeys with us these forty days,
and sustains us with the gift of grace.
Amen.

Let us acknowledge before God and one another
our need for repentance and God’s mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.


https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833

Holy God,

we confess to you our faults and failings.

Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word;
we take for ourselves instead of giving to others;

we spoil rather than steward your creation;

we cause hurt though you call us to heal;

we choose fear over compassion.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

as we seek to follow in your way of life.

Amen.

Hear the good news:

God so loved the world that God gave the only Son,
so that all may receive life.

This promise is for you!

God embraces you with divine mercy,

+ forgives you in Christ’s name,
and revives you in the Spirit’s power.
Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Children: This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

A briefsilence is kept before the prayer.
God of compassion,

you call us out of the bindings of death
on this, our resurrection day:

make us ready to surrender

the fear in which we hide

to step into your future

alive and unashamed;

through Jesus Christ, the life of the world.
Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.
When children read, they may read a version that is appropriate to their reading level and
voice, which may vary from the printed texts.

CHILDREN’S TIME

The assembly is seated as children are invited forward for a time together.

READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14

Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a nation, though dead in exile, will live
again in their land through God’s life-giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured that through this vision they
will know that “I am the LORD.”

'The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LorD and
set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there
were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry "He said to me, “Mortal, can
these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord Gob, you know.” “Then he said to me, “Prophesy to
these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lorb. Thus says the Lord
Gob to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. °I will lay sinews on
you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you,
and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lorp.”

’So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophe51ed suddenly there was a
noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were
sinews on them and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them but there was no
breath in them. "Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, rnortal and say to the
breath: Thus says the Lord Gop: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon
these slain, that they may live.” ''I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came
into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

"'"Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our
bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” '“Therefore prophesy,
and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD I am going to open your graves, and brlng you up
from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. '*And you
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shall know that I am the LorD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your
graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place
you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LorD, have spoken and will act, says
the LorD.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 130
The congregation is invited to sing the psalm refrain when indicated (R). Verses will be
chanted alternately by the leader and the people.

Refrain
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I wait for you, O Lord; in yourword is my hope.

Psalm Tone
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Out ' of the depths
Icry to ! you, O LORD;
’0 LORD, ! hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my | supplication.
3If you were to keep watch ! over sins,
O LORD,  who could stand?
*Yet with you | is forgiveness,
in order that you ' may be feared. R
3T wait for you, O LORD; | my soul waits;
in your word ! is my hope.
My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch ! for the morning,
more than those who keep watch ' for the morning.
70 Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is | steadfast love;
with the LORD there is plen- | teous redemption.
*For the LORD shall ' redeem Israel
from ! all their sins. R
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READING: Romans 8:6-11

For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy Spirit. The driving force behind our
actions and values is not our sinful desire for self-satisfaction but the very Spirit by which God raised Jesus
from the dead and will also raise us from the dead.

°To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 'For
this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s
law—indeed it cannot, “and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

’But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you.
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. '"But if Christ is in
you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. ''If
the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from
the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.
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HOLY GOSPEL: John 11:1-45

Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic scene, he calls his
friend out of the tomb and restores him to life.

The Holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

"Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha.
“Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair;
her brother Lazarus was ill. “So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you
love is ill.” “But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is
for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” “Accordingly, though
Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, “after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he
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stayed two days longer in the place where he was.

Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” “The disciples said to
him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?”
“Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day
do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. '’But those who walk at night
stumble, because the light is not in them.” ' After saying this, he told them, “Our friend
Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” "“The disciples said to him,
“Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” “Jesus, however, had been speaking
about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. ' “Then Jesus told
them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. ’For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may
believe. But let us go to him.” "“Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow
disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

'"When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days.
"“Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, '’and many of the Jews had
come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. “’When Martha heard that
Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. *'Martha said to
Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. ““But even now I know
that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” “'Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise
again.” *'Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last
day.” “’Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even
though they die, will live, “°and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do
you believe this?” *’She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son
of God, the one coming into the world.”

“*When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately,
“The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” *’And when she heard it, she got up quickly and
went to him. ""Now J esus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where
Martha had met him. *' The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary
get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the
tomb to weep there. ”When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet
and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” ~"When
Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly
disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. *'He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to
him, “Lord, come and see.” "Jesus began to weep. *°So the Jews said, “See how he loved
him!” *'But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have
kept this man from dying?”

““Then Jesus, ggain greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was
lying against it. “Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said
to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” “"Jesus said to
her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” *'So they took
away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard
me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing
here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” **When he had said this, he cried with a
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loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” “*The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound
with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him,
and let him go.”

“*Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did,
believed in him.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon.

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #758 You are the Way
The assembly stands to proclaim the Word of God in song.
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use.

PRAYERS

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of
creation.

A brief silence.

You have breathed into us the breath of life. Enliven your church. Deepen our partnerships
with our companion church bodies: the Batak Protestant Church in Indonesia and the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Chile, and bless the work of missionaries who accompany
them. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Your spirit brings life to creation. Enliven the natural world and restore ecosystems in need
of healing, especially our nearby neighborhoods, wetlands, and dunes damaged by decades
of pollution. Uplift prophetic voices that turn us to the needs of the soil beneath our feet and
the air all around. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You redeem the world and its peoples. Free us from systems of oppression. Unbind nations
and societies from the sins of racism, sexism, and homophobia. Raise up leaders at all levels
of government who work to promote the dignity of every human life. Tend to the churches
and people of the Czech Republic, Poland, and Slovakia. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
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You weep when we weep. Be present with those who grieve or who are troubled by illness.
You hear us when we call to you. Deliver us from the depths of our despair, and free us
from the worries that bind us. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Your Spirit of life dwells in our assembly. Bless the music ministries of this congregation —
our choir, bells, instrumentalists, and all who lead us in hymns of praise and thanksgiving
and in songs of lament and prayer. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

You are the resurrection and the life. Even though we die, we will live. With thanksgiving,
we remember Hans Nielsen Hauge, John Donne, and all your saints who now live in your
eternal love. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to
renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for those
in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of peace with
one another: Peace be with you!

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERING

This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world through the
participation and support of its members and guests. Because offerings are never just
about us, this month we are sharing a portion of your gifts with Hilltop House
hilltophouse.org.

If you prefer to give electronically use our CLC app or browse to our secure on-line
portal at clcvalpo.org/give.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM (8:00 am) Jesus, 1 Will Ponder Now Manz
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OFFERTORY (10:30 am): When I Survey the Wondrous Cross arr. Martin

When [ survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of glory died, my richest gain I
count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride. Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, save
in the death of Christ, my God! All the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to
his blood. See, from his head, his hands, his feet, sorrow and love flow mingled down! Did
e’er such love and sorrow meet, or thorns compose so rich a crown? Were the whole realm
of nature mine, that were a present far too small; Love, so amazing, so divine, demands my
soul, my life, my all! Amen!

OFFERING PRAYER

The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward.
God of good gifts,

your generosity provides for our needs

and nurtures our growing faith.

We return these gifts to you in gratitude and hope:
may this church be like a tree

growing by the stream of your living water,
sharing your life with the world.

Amen

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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The pastor begins the prayer and all join in singing:

SANCTUS

(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus

at the words "Blessed is he.")
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LORD’S PRAYER
Children: The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness.
Thanks be to God!

DISTRIBUTION

The assembly is seated.

Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus'

invitation. The body and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us
and offer the gift of forgiveness because of his death and resurrection. Drawn together and
strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the fullness of God's coming kingdom, and
are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world. All baptized Christians are
always welcome at the Lord's table.

The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune:

The body of Christ, given for you.
Amen (receive the bread)

The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen (receive the cup)
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In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp
to approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being

require this.

LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION HYMNS ELW #485

I am the Bread of Life
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ELW #666

What Wondrous Love Is This
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3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; to
4 And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, TIl sing on; and
rax: T I I I f J T %
) D s F °F 7]
1 I & d d F i [ I | ! 1
Q I | f T —1 f | :
e B E —
» »
s -
won - drous love is this, O my soul! What won-drous love is this
I was sink - ing down, sink-ing down, when 1 was sink - ing down
God and to the Lamb I will sing; to God and to the Lamb,

when from death I'm free,

I'll sing on;

and when from death I'm free,
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that caused the Lord of bliss to bear the dread-ful curse for my
be - neath God’s righ-teous frown, Christ laid a - side his crown for my
who is the great I  AM, while mil-lions join the theme, I will
I'll' sing God’s love for me, and through e - ter - ni - ty TI'll sing
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soul, for my soul, to bear the dread-ful curse for my soul?
soul, for my soul, Christ laid a - side his crown for my soul.
sing, 1 will sing, while mil - lions join the theme, 1 will sing.
on, I'll sing on; and through ¢ - ter - ni - ty I'll sing on.
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Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent., alt.

Music: WONDROUS LOVE, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; arr. Paul J. Christiansen, 1914-1997, alt.
Arr. © 1955 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.



After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues.
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Embodied God,

at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus.
With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise,
empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors

and touch the world with your love.

Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

INVITATIONS
Brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in
God’s mission in the world.

BLESSING

God, the giver of love,

++ Christ, the resurrection and the life,
and the Holy Spirit of rebirth

bless you in this Lenten journey.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN ELW #328

Restore in Us, O God
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1 Re - store 1n us, O God, the splen-dor of your love; re -
2 0 Spir - it, wake in  us the won-der of your pow’r; from
3 Bring us, O Christ, to share the full -ness of your joy; bap -
4 'Three-per - soned God, ful - fill the prom-ise of your grace, that
[ B \ )
S —— — i —F |
" [*2% ¢ 2 ¢ , ¢ ] |
J — ! - e
new your im-age in  our hearts,and all our sins Te - move.
fruit-less fear un - furl our lives like spring-time bud and flow'r.
tize us in the ris - en life that death can-not de - stroy.
we, when all our search-ing ends, may see you face to face.
Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944
Mousic: BAYLOR, Hal H. Hopson, b. 1933
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company.
Music © 1985 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Children join the pastors to send us in mission.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve in love.
Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE Fughette in D Rheinberger

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited
to greet one another and share in fellowship.
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Pastor John Kost

Pr. John was born in Corydon, IN, and grew up in Harrison, Clark, and Floyd counties,
moving 10 times in the first 18 years of his life. He is the oldest of his siblings with one
full and two half-sisters and two half-brothers.

Pr. John and his wife, Gail, have been married for 41 years and reside in Valparaiso.
Gail is a nurse and currently is the Director of the Virtual Learning Center (the
simulation lab) at the School of Nursing and Health Sciences at VU. Their older
daughter, Karyn, is a second career pastor currently serving as a hospice chaplain. Their
younger daughter, Kerstin, is a nurse and works with Gail as the Asst. Director. Kerstin
is married to Joel (also an ICU nurse) and they have two wonderful daughters, Alexa
and Nora.

John holds an associate’s degree in Auto Mechanics from IVY Tech, is a graduate of
Purdue University with a B.S. in International Agriculture and received his M. Div.
from Luther Seminary, St Paul, MN. He was ordained on October 31, 1983. He
received training in Intentional Interim Ministry in 2013 and served the church in that
capacity from 2013 to 2022.

Pr. John has served a regular Call with three congregations: St Mark’s, Whitestown

(3 yrs.); Trinity, Valparaiso (14 yrs.); and Faith, Avon (12 yrs.). Since then, he has
served six congregations as interim pastor: Christ, Crawfordsville; St George,
Edinburgh; St Paul, Batesville; Holy Shepherd, St John; Christ, Zionsville; Bethlehem,
Chesterton; and a shared ministry site at Mt. Zion, LaGrange/St Paul, Middlebury (all in
Indiana).

Pr. John and Gail have been members of CLC since 2018.
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Acolyte

Lector
Prayer Assistant

Communion Assistants
Ushers

Sound/Light
Video/Livestream

Welcome Center

Pastor

Director of Music Ministries

Worship Participants

Communion Baker
Communion Wine
Altar Candles

Eternal Lamp Candles

Worship Leaders
8:00 a.m.
Ed J. Seykowski

Helper: Emily Sekerak

Paul Conover
Jorunn Scheiderich

Phyllis Schroeder
Linda Mapes

Willem Bendicsen
Ramona Krueger

Tony Reinhold

Rev. John Kost
Brian Bartusch

Sanctuary Choir

10:30 a.m.

Danelle Rivera

Becky Fry
Grace Safrin

Holly Knauff
Heather Budnik

Jeff Peiffer
Adam Gibson-Even
Heather Novak

Karen Hernes, cantor (8:00 a.m.)
Kathy Stefans, cantor (10:30 a.m.)

March Altar Gifts

Candace Jacques

JoAnn Murfey ~ In Memory of Jim Murfey

Given to the Glory of God

Sara & Jeremy Long ~ In Memory of Allen and Helene Bauer

life and peace.

Stewardship Snippet

Romans 8:6 - 7o set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is

Sometimes stewarding the soul is as simple as “setting your mind the Spirit,” leaning
into our faith and taking steps toward life and peace.
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Ecumenical Praver Cycle

This week we pray for the churches and people of the Czech Republic, Poland, Slovakia.

We are thankful for:

e the faithful witness of Christians here through the centuries, especially in times of
occupation and persecution

e the peaceful resolution of disputes
e the distinctive cultural contributions and resources in these lands
e the religious freedom and ecumenical cooperation that is growing.

We pray for:

e greater respect for the Roma people and others who are marginalized and who lack
adequate livelihoods in these lands

e welcoming and engaging those of other faiths and ethnicities

e growth in spiritual as well as physical health

e democratic governance that advances God's justice and peace for all.

COMMEMORATIONS
Week of March 26, 2023

March 29

Hans Nielsen Hauge, renewer of the church, died 1824

Hans Nielsen Hauge was a layperson who began preaching about “the living faith” in Norway

and Denmark after a mystical experience that he believed called him to share the assurance of

salvation with others. At the time, itinerant preaching and religious gatherings held without the
supervision of a pastor were illegal, and Hauge was arrested several times. He also faced great
personal suffering: his first wife died, and three of his four children died in infancy.

March 31

John Donne, poet, died 1631

This priest of the Church of England is commemorated for his poetry and spiritual writing.
Most of his poetry was written before his ordination and is sacred and secular, intellectual and
sensuous. He saw in his wife, Anne, glimpses of the glory of God and a human revelation of
divine love. In 1615 he was ordained and seven years later he was named dean of St. Paul’s
Cathedral in London. By that time his reputation as a preacher was firmly in place. In his poem
“Good Friday, 1613. Riding westward,” he speaks of Jesus’ death on the cross: “Who sees
God’s face, that is self life, must die; What a death were it then to see God die?”
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Growing Faith
Living our Baptism through the 5 Gifts of Discipleship

When baptized Christians affirm the faith (often called confirmation) the minister asks
the question: Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with you in holy
baptism:

to live among God’s faithful people,

to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,

to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,

and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?

RESPONSE: We do, and ask God to help and guide us.
(Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 236)

And so begins a daily claiming and re-discovering of the God-given gifts of
discipleship. These gifts overlap and are intertwined as one gift flows into another and
into faithful living. On Wednesdays through Lent we will explore (unwrap) these gifts,
noticing the ways God uses them to show love and faithfulness to us, and the ways
God uses them to equip us to love one another.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26201.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Portions printed under
OneLicense.net License #A-711129. Stewardship Toolkit, Copyright © 2021, Rev. Robert Blezard.

Portions from Prayers for an Inclusive Church by Steven Shakespeare.
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