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CLC Social Ministry and Mission 

May 2023 

    
Social Ministry Emphasis for May.  A special giving opportunity and focus for May is to provide 
support for a ministry that is international, CLC’s upcoming Summer 2023 Mission Trip to Costa 
Rica - in conjunction with Casa Adobe www.facebook.com/casadobe   
 

Costa Rica Mission Team - Shared Stories for Transformation:  At the end of June, Christ Lutheran 
Church will send its first intergenerational, international, service-learning mission team to Costa Rica. 
Seven members of the twenty-two on the team are youth ages 12-16.  The team will be split up to stay 
with two different host families who came to Costa Rica as refugees. There will be host families in an 
urban setting near San Jose that are part of Casa Adobe; a ministry center that is in partnership with the 
Christian Reformed World Mission and with the study aboard program of Valparaiso University. The 
other host families will be living in the intentional refugee farming community of Monga Mai in a more 
rural part of Costa Rica. 
 

Knowing that God is already in the places they are going, the team will learn from their hosts and share 
their skills in partnership with them. The trip goals include learning about refugees, caring for creation 
and nurturing faith in God's love. The team will learn about climate change and farming and some will 
participate in gardening projects. Some of the team, trained here on the Little Calumet River, will be 
conducting river monitoring for pollutants which is a problem in the areas they are visiting. Some will 
work with neighborhood children either by taking them to a museum that they normally could not 
afford or by doing some tutoring their English. 
 

What the team learns about issues that affect people and creation, they will bring back to the 
congregation, and especially if those issues are related to our daily lives in the United States. Knowing 
that this experience will be transformational as stories are shared and relationships built, the team will 
return and reflect on what they and our congregation might do next in response. The hope of this trip 
is... Shared stories for Transformation. 
 

Expenses and ways to give support: 
$4,750 is going to the host families for opening their homes and preparing meals for the team 
$3,000 to Casa Adobe for accompanying the team 
$1,000 for service projects 
$250 to offset CO2 from flying to Costa Rica (National Fund for Forestry and Finance) 
 

Help achieve our goal of $3000 in May (over and above giving combined with CLC’s budgeted amount 
of $1200).  Use your weekly worship giving envelope mailed with check to CLC and indicate “H.O.” or 
contribute through PushPay on the CLC website https://clcvalpo.org via the “Give” button and choose 
Monthly Social Ministry Emphasis.  Thank you to members for supporting monthly social ministry 
emphases. 

http://www.facebook.com/casadobe
https://clcvalpo.org
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Book Club  
 

Our next book will be The Children's Blizzard by Melanie Benjamin.  This book will be 
available in the box     after our meeting next Tuesday 4/25.  The next book club meeting 
will be May 23 @ 7:00 p.m. in room 107.  

 

The AMOS TEAM is on the move again.   
NOVEMBER 2023 

 
Needles, yarn and things like that, 
could you help us make a baby hat. 
New to this world a babe is born, 
breezy and cold.  Let’s keep him warm. 
 
Off to Guatemala in November will be,  
training the midwives, thanks, CLC. 
AMOS and our ladies, hand-in-hand,  
making a difference, together we stand. 

Mission Bears 
 

Please take a moment to look down the row you are sitting in- see any cute loveable 
Teddy Bears?  
 
These adorable furry friends are the Christ Lutheran Mission Bears.  These bears are 
full of hope and healing, and ready to share with someone you may know who needs a 
new special friend.  
 
If you know someone who could use a Mission Bear, please take a bear for them, or let 
us know if you need assistance in delivering a bear.   
Jacquie 219-309-6437 
 
These Bears have special tags and have a QR code which links to 
our Mission Bears Adoption Page.  We would love to hear about 
the Missions Bears travels and include their new owners in our 
prayers. 
 

Thank you all and please share the bears! 
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Chapel Time 
We gather together to hear stories about God’s love for us and sing 
songs.  We have heard the good news about Easter.  Thanks to Pastor 

Erica for delivering our Easter messages�    
 

Spring Happenings 
The first week of May will bring our Mother’s Day Celebrations 
gatherings by class are being planned.  Our End of the Year Celebration 
(Graduation) will take place in our Sanctuary by grade level.  The Kiddos 
have been very busy rehearsing some lovely songs.  The Beginner End of 
the Year Picnic will be happening, hopefully outside.  We are hoping for 
good weather to end our year. 
 

Summer Camp 
We are hosting our annual summer camp the week of June 5-9.  We will 
explore Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, Math. and Chapel time 
happens daily.  This is always a fun week filled with a great deal of 
energy, play and joy. 
 

Thank You 
Thank you for all the well wishes and prayers that you have offered on 
behalf of Little Lamb Preschool this year.  They have been felt!  We have 
been blessed with a wonderful year full of accomplishments.  Thank you 
also to the dedicated CLC staff that support Little Lamb daily and the 
LLP staff that continue to be amazing. 
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Faith Formation Opportunities  
Sundays 9:20 a.m.  

Date Sanctuary Church Hall 120  
(Library) 

119 

May 7 
Costa Rica Forum 

Diana Iltzsche 

Jesus: The Greatest 
Story—Bible Study  

Cheryl Slack 

Jesus Calls Us 
Dave Keammerer 

Sunday School 
Parent Coffee Klatch 

May 14 
Happy 

Mother’s Day 
 

Jesus: The Greatest 
Story—Bible Study  

Cheryl Slack 

Jesus Calls Us 
Dave Keammerer 

Sunday School 
Parent Coffee Klatch 

May 21 
Last Day of 

Sunday School 
 

Jesus: The Greatest 
Story—Bible Study  

Cheryl Slack 

Jesus Calls Us 
Dave Keammerer 

Sunday School 
Parent Coffee Klatch 

May 28   
Jesus Calls Us 

Dave Keammerer 
Summer Break 

May Altar Gifts 
  
Holy Communion  Sara & Jeremy Long ~ In celebration of our Moms 
 
    Lori Cross ~ JoAnn Murfey 
 
Altar Candles   Ellen Swayne ~ In memory of Gladys Swayne 
 
Eternal Lamp Candles  To the Glory of God 

Graduations  
On May 21 we will acknowledge those members and friends of our congregation 
who have  graduated from High School, College, Technical and/or Advanced De-
gree Programs during the past year (summer 2022 - summer 2023). Please add 
your name to the list in the East link so we may recognize your accomplishments 
or email the office: jen.bias@clcvalpo.org 
 
 
 

Retirements 
Similarly, if you have retired during the past year (summer 
2022 - summer 2023) please sign on the list in the East Link 
so we may recognize your years of service and dedication or 
email the office: jen.bias@clcvalpo.org. 
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A Stephen Minister may be just who you need. 
 
"Cancer!  I never thought I'd face this!  No one understands my fear.  I have to 
be strong for my family!"  
 
Call the church office (219.462.6660 ), 
talk to one of the Pastors, or talk to a 
Stephen Minister (look for the blue 
badges)  
 
 
 

 

 
VBS 2023 - Adult and Youth Volunteers Needed! 

 
We need you! In order to welcome our CLC children and neighbors joyfully, to share 
the stories of God's love with them, we need our faithful and kind youth and adults on 
the mornings of June 19-22. Adult crew leaders are especially vital - your job would be 
to lead a crew of kids from station to station and help them participate - no preparation 
is needed as the station leaders provide all the content. Youth helpers are needed to     
accompany crews and to assist in different stations.  
 
Please let Pastor Erica (pastorerica@clcvalpo.org) know that you are able to help! 

mailto:pastorerica@clcvalpo.org
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Weekly Programming Schedule 
May 2023 

 
High School (9

th
 – 12

th
 grades) 

Game Night / Sunday May 7
th
, 6:00pm – 8:00pm 

@ Christ Lutheran Church 
Starbucks / Sunday, May 21

st
, 2:00pm – 4:00pm 

@ 2711 Calumet Ave, Valparaiso, IN 
 

Middle School (5
th
 – 8

th
 grades) 

Fusion meets weekly on 
Sundays, 9:20am – 10:20am 

5/7, 5/14, 5/21 
 

Confirmation (8
th
 grade) 

Class meets weekly on 
Wednesdays, 6:30pm – 7:25pm 

5/3, 5/10, 5/17 
 

High School Lock-In 
Current 8

th
 – 12

th
 graders 

May 26
th
, 6:00pm – May 27

th
, 8:00am 

 
For more program information, as well as questions, e-mail  

Clint at clint.mullet@clcvalpo.org or  
Kaitlyn at kaitlyn.jedrzejowski@clcvalpo.org  

mailto:clint.mullet@clcvalpo.org
mailto:kaitlyn.jedrzejowski@clcvalpo.org
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 Permission Slip  
CLC High School Lock-In 
2610 Campbell Street Valparaiso, Indiana 
Permission Slip Due: 5/21/23 EOD 
WHEN: 5/26, 6:00pm – 5/27, 8:00am 
WHERE: Valparaiso, IN 
TOTAL COST: $10 (due at sign-up) 

 
In regards to: 

 
Name of Student: ______________________________________________Grade: _______ 
 

To be read and completed by the parent or guardian: 
 
I give my permission to for, __________________________________________, to partici-
pate in this trip. In doing so, I make the following acknowledgments: 
 

• I acknowledge that I am aware of the full details of this event’s activities and risks 

• I agree that the information contained in my son/daughter’s Medical Form on file with the 
church office is accurate. 

• I understand that if my child is taking prescription medication at this event, I will notify 
the leader of the event and ensure medication is placed in a sealed bag with dosage instruc-
tions. 

• Should an emergency arise, the leaders or supervisors of this event have my permission to 
obtain any medical care, at their discretion, for my son/daughter 

• I understand that my child’s picture from this event may be used in any Christ Lutheran 
Church promotional material. 
I agree to defend and indemnify Christ Lutheran Church its employees, and volunteers 
against any claim or action that may arise on behalf of myself or my son/daughter other than 
the willful, wanton, or reckless misconduct of Christ Lutheran Church, its employees, or vol-
unteers. 
 
 
Signature of Parent/Guardian: _______________________________________ Date: 
________ 
 
For Youth Director 
 
Medical Form: __________  
 

    Paid: __________ 
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8th - 12th Graders  

SUNDAY, JUNE 25 – SATURDAY, JULY 1, 2023  

LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY  
  

Join us for a week of meaningful community service alongside strong local ministries 

and non-profit organizations in the Louisville area.  Our time will be packed with practical 

acts of love and service as we engage people with Christ-like empathy and compassion.  

Evening activities will give us the opportunity to sample the culture and diversity of Ken-

tucky’s largest city, including a community cookout with bluegrass band.  
 

We will leave on Sunday, June 25 and return on Saturday, July 1st. Christ Lutheran 

Church in Jeffersontown, Kentucky will be our ‘home base’ for the week. We will spend 

Monday through Thursday doing volunteering and service work throughout the Louisville 

area. We will spend Friday at Kentucky Kingdom Amusement Park and Hurricane Bay 

Water Park.    
 

The cost is $150 per person, which is all inclusive! This will cover all transportation, 

meals, entertainment, and lodging for the trip! Contact Clint at clint.mullet@clcvalpo.org 

to sign up! 

mailto:clint.mullet@clcvalpo.org
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Camp Lutherwald 
Confirmation Camp 
Information Letter #3 

 
 
March 24th, 2022 
 

As summer draws near and schedules are finalizing, I hope you will consider send-
ing your child for a transformative week at Camp Lutherwald in Howe, Indiana. Every 
year, our CLC kids have the chance to spend a week deepening their faith, friendships, 
and having a life-changing experience at Camp Lutherwald!  
 
What is Confirmation Camp? 
 Confirmation Camp is a 5-day program that invites our incoming 6th, 7th, 8th, and 
outgoing 8th graders into a deeper exploration of their relationships with God, each other, 
and nature. The camp staff works alongside church staff to bring learning, games, activi-
ties, and worship opportunities every day!  
 
What’s the schedule? 
 This year’s camp dates are June 11th – June 16th.  Check-in begins on Sunday, June 
11th in the afternoon and programming begins that evening.  On weekdays, Confirmation 
campers spend the mid-morning with their pastors and adult leaders, who lead discussions 
and activities to teach and deepen your child’s understanding of Jesus and faith. 

The afternoons are spent participating in structured activities. Evenings involve 
large group games and a time for worship and reflection. Check-out begins Friday, June 
16th, after the last program in early afternoon.  Carpool transportation (to and from Camp 
Lutherwald) is available. Families may provide transportation themselves. 
 
Interested in sign up? Email Clint Mullet (clint.mullet@clcvalpo.org) 

Camp cost $400.00 to attend. We are committed to making camp affordable for all 
families. There are up to $150 in awards for those who apply by April 30th. See the follow-
ing page for more details! If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Clint. He 
will gladly answer any questions, address concerns, and share more with you about Con-
firmation Camp, Lutherwald, and our plans for this trip! 

 
Visit www.lomik.org for more details! 

 

 
 

http://www.lomik.org
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Camp Lutherwald 
June 11-16, 2023 

Information Letter #3 
  Page 2 

 
Registration Instructions 
Important – Do not register online! Please turn in all registration paperwork and pay-
ments to Church Lutheran Church. Paperwork should be turned into the office. Payments 
should be placed in the black boxes located inside and outside of Door 3. 
 

1. Fill out the LOMIK paperwork attached to the Confirmation Camp e-mail 

a. Summer Camp Registration Form 

b. Camper Information Form 

c. Camper Health Form instructions: this form should be turned in to camp staff during 
camp check-in on Sunday, June 11. If your child is carpooling, you may send the form 
with CLC staff. 

d. Fill out the CLC Onboarding Form 
Turn in all forms (except the Camper Health Form) and a $100 deposit payment to Christ 
Lutheran Church. Normal registration ends on April 30th, 2023. Late registration ends on 
May 11th. 
 
Making Camp Affordable! 

We fundraise for our youth program quarterly at Christ Lutheran Church! Together, 
our congregation gives and supports these events. Our goal is to ensure our summer pro-
grams remain accessible and affordable.  

Below, you will find information about our camp costs, automatic rewards, and 
scholarship opportunities! 
 
On-time Registration Award 
Turn in your $100.00 deposit and registration paperwork before April 30th and we will de-
duct $50.00 from your child’s camp fees. 
 
Fundraising Scholarship 
Any CLC student who volunteered at any 3 out of 4 fundraisers during the 2022-2023 
school year will receive a $50 award toward their camp fees. 
 
Additional Assistance Available 
If you are interested in further assistance, please contact Clint for more information. Both 
CLC and Lutherwald have additional resources available to assist you! 
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Vacation Bible School Registration is Open! 
 
VBS 2023: Food Truck Party - God is setting out a feast! 
 
We'll pull up to the table for VBS 2023 on June 19 - to 
learn the stories of God's faithfulness, sing, craft, and 
play! 
 
June 18 is Family Day - families attend together from 4-
5:30pm 

 
June 19-22 children attend from 9:30-noon. 
 
VBS will welcome children 4 years old (having finished a year of preschool) through entering 5th 
grade.   
 
Registration fee is $15/child, max $30/family - please see your              
confirmation email for a link to pay registration fee. 
 
Youth 6th grade through High School are needed to help! 
 

Register here:  

 
Last Sunday our Youth Handbell Ensemble participated in our 
worship service one last time until the fall season. They were a won-
derful group of young people to work with I wish to thank them for 
a great and exciting first year; I’ve truly enjoyed working with them 
and having them share their musical talents with our church family. 

~ Brian Bartusch 
Youth Handbell Ensemble 2022-2023: 

 
Dana Abbring      Danelle Rivera 
Jenna Abbring      LJ Summerville 
Becca Budnik      Robert Summerville 
Isabel Ecklund-Baker     B Wehner 
Magdalena Gibson-Even    Zach Wehner 
Asher Knauff (substitute) 
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Quarterly Statements 
 
 
THANK YOU for your ongoing contributions to Christ Lutheran Church!  Your gifts to 
the Operating Fund allow our ministries to thrive.  During the first quarter of 2023, your 
gifts have allowed your congregation to: 
 

• Explore how we can Deepen Our Welcome, so that all people may know they 
have a place here; 

• Raise funds for our first congregational mission trip to Costa Rica; 

• Celebrate our preschool’s accreditation by the National Association for the 
Education of Young Children; 

• Prepare to say goodbye to Clint, our Director of Youth Ministries, and         
welcome Kaitlyn to take his place; 

• Encourage many of our youth to offer their musical gifts during worship; 

• Maintain our beloved organ and prepare to celebrate its five-year anniversary 
in our space; 

• Raise $9,479 to share with the ministries of First Contact, Hilltop Neighbor-
hood House, New Creation Men’s Center, and our own Steiner Fund; and 

• Share $14,256 with the Indiana-Kentucky Synod of the ELCA to support the 
ministries of the wider church. 

 
We could not accomplish any of this without you – THANK YOU, THANK YOU, 
THANK YOU!!!! 
 
Please check your email for your first-quarter giving statement.  Statements were sent 
electronically on Wednesday, April 26; look for an email from Subsplash Giving 
(noreply@secure.subsplash.com).  If you did not receive your statement, or if you would 
like a hard copy, please call the church office or email our Business Manager, Heather 
Budnik (heather.budnik@clcvalpo.org). 
 

mailto:heather.budnik@clcvalpo.org

