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WELCOME TO CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH!

YOU ARE WELCOME HERE!
At Christ Lutheran people of all backgrounds and experiences gather to worship because we all share a
common hope: the life, death, and resurrection of Christ makes all things new, even us.

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin. If you have a prayer request, the
yellow cards in the seatback holders have a place for them; the other side is for any information you would
like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated as necessary during the service.

CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH!

God’s people come in all shapes and sizes — it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are
present! Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a
growing faith in a child’s life. There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back
of the sanctuary as needed. Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in
worship is multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110.

RESTROOMS

Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all-
gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway,
past the Welcome Center.

HOLY COMMUNION

Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation. The body and
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because
of his death and resurrection. Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the
fullness of God's coming kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world. All
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table.

In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to approach the altar

require this.

COVID Procedure Update
Masks are encouraged but optional during worship. Naturally if you prefer to stay masked throughout
the service, you are of course welcome to do so. Masks are not required for singing but suggested.

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news. If you have concerns, please speak to
a church staff member.

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entranceto the
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance.

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services.




Today, we encounter the paradox that defines our faith: Jesus Christ is glorified king and humiliated
servant. We too are full of paradox: like Peter, we fervently desire to follow Christ, but find ourselves
afraid, denying God. We wave palms in celebration today as Christ comes into our midst, and we follow
with trepidation as his path leads to death on the cross. Amid it all we are invited into this paradoxical
promise of life through Christ’s broken body and outpoured love in a meal of bread and wine. We begin
this week that stands at the center of the church year, anticipating the completion of God’s astounding
work.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

PRELUDE All Glory, Laud and Honor Burkhardt
(Maestoso; Largo)

WELCOME
If you are joining us for the first time, welcome! We’d love to meet you, Eﬁ"’
or if there’s anything you'd like to know about the ministry of Christ :
Lutheran Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online 3=
(vou can point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow Rlx*
Connection Card in the pew holders. El .

Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer Request (backszde
of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher.

If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is
sufficient in one or both elements).

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Children: This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL: Matthew 21: 1-11  Entrance into the final days

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus enters Jerusalem
'When they had come near J erusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, “saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and
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immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them
to me. “If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.” And he will
send them immediately.” “This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the
prophet, saying,
““Tell the daughter of Zion,
Look, your king is coming to you,
humble, and mounted on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”
°The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7th)ey brought the donkey and
the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. “A very large crowd spread
their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the
road. "The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting,
“Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
""When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?”
""The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

ACCLAMATION

The presiding minister begins (repeated one or more times):

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest!




PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW #344 All Glory, Laud & Honor

The assembly turns to follow the processional cross.
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Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

A brief silence is kept.

Lord of the swaying palms,

the stones of earth

and beasts of burden

bear witness to your coming:

lead us from the violence of empire
and the collusion of crowds

to a heart of flesh,

a world re-made

and a new song for all creation;
through Jesus Christ, the Crucified God. Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song

CHILDREN’S TIME

The assembly is seated. The children come forward for a time together.

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #346
The assembly stands to sing the Word of God.

Ride On, Ride On in Majesty!
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use.

PRAYERS

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of
creation.

A brief silence.

Save your church, O God. Enable us to boldly confess in every time and place that Jesus
Christ is Lord. With the humility of a servant, equip congregations, synods, and other
ministry settings to proclaim your extravagant love for all. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Save your creation, O God. Every living being you have made has purpose. Give us
renewed appreciation of farm animals who labor in the fields, service animals who
accompany their human companions, and beloved pets who live alongside us. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

Save the peoples of the earth, O God. Restore dignity to those who are scorned and
persecuted for their religious beliefs or political activism, and deliver them from the
hand of their enemies. Bring peace to places where conflict runs deep. Grant wisdom,
peace, and justice to the churches and people of the Balkans - Albania, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Croatia, Kosovo, Montenegro, North Macedonia, Serbia, and Slovenia.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.



Save those who cry to you in any need, O God. Watch over all who are incarcerated or
awaiting trial, and stand with those who are unjustly accused. Be present with those
feeling isolated, lonely, or fearful. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Save us in your love, O God. Guide the work of church musicians, pastors, choirs,
readers, deacons, technicians, acolytes, and all who assist in worship. Sustain them in
their leadership as they accompany congregations through this Holy Week.

Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Save us at the last, O God. We give you thanks for your saints of old who embodied
your servant love, especially Benedict the African, Albrecht Diirer, Matthias
Griienwald, and Lucas Cranach. As you came to their aid, so deliver us in times of trial,
that every knee would bend in praise to you. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to
renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for
those in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of
peace with one another: Peace be with you!

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERING
This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world through the
participation and support of its members and guests. Because offerings are never just
about us, this month we are sharing a portion of your gifts with Housing Opportunities
www.hoi.help (2001 Calumet Ave., Valpo).

If you wish to give electronically, browse to our secure on-line portal at
clevalpo.org/give or use our CLC app.

OFFERTORY (8:00 a.m.) All Glory, Laud & Honor Burkhardt
(Andante)


http://www.hoi.help
https://www.google.com/maps/search/2001+Calumet+Ave.,+Valpo?entry=gmail&source=g
https://clcvalpo.org/give
https://subsplash.com/christlutheranchurch-val/app

OFFERING ANTHEM (10:30 a.m.)  Shout Hosanna! Nagy
Shout! Shout! Daughter of Jerusalem: see, your King comes to you riding in majesty.
Sing out, O daughter of Zion: see, your King comes to you riding in splendor, your
King comes to you righteous and having salvation. Sing out, people of Israel, see your
King: Hail the Messiah, Jesus Christ, Wonderful Counselor, Light of the world.
Hosanna, king of Kings. Hosanna: Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.

OFFERING PRAYER
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward.

God of good gifts,

your generosity provides for our needs

and nurtures our growing faith.

We return these gifts to you in gratitude and hope:
may this church be like a tree

growing by the stream of your living water,
sharing your life with the world.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The pastor begins the prayer and all join in singing:

SANCTUS

(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus at the words

"Blessed is he.")
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LORD’S PRAYER
Children: The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness.
Thanks be to God!

The assembly is seated.
DISTRIBUTION

Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus'
invitation. The body and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence
with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because of his death and resurrection. Drawn
together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the fullness of God's
coming kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the
world. All baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table.

The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune:

The body of Christ, given for you.
Amen (receive the bread)

The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen (receive the cup)
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In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to
approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being

this.
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COMMUNION HYMN ELW #358

Great God, Your Love Has Called Us

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Music: RYBURN, Norman Cocker, 1889-1953
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Text © 1977, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Music © Oxford University Press.

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-711129. All rights reserved.
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ELW #338

Beneath the Cross of Jesus
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Text: Elizabeth C. Clephane, 18301869

Music: ST. CHRISTOPHER, Frederick C. Maker, 1844-1927
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After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his

grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Embodied God,

at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus.
With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise,
empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors

and touch the world with your love.

Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

INVITATIONS

Brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in

God’s mission in the world.

Ecumenical Praver Cycle

This week we pray for the churches and people of The Balkans - Albania, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Croatia, Kosovo, Montenegro, North Macedonia, Serbia, Slovenia.

We give thanks for:

e the rich legacies that this area has long embodied

e those who kept both the people and their faith alive during years of repression

e those pursuing peace and reconciliation between the different ethnic and religious groups
([ ]

the resurgence of the ecumenical witness of churches in recent years.

We pray for:

e acontinual healing of historic memories and pains that have been mutually inflicted
e those who continue to experience marginalization and injustice, especially the Roma
e religion to be a means of healing rather than of further separation and exploitation

e the nurturing and sustaining of pluralistic societies in the Balkans.
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PASSION HYMN #347

Go to Dark Gethsemane
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PASSION: Matthew 26: 14-27:66

Through the teachings and events of the passion story we see and hear the great contradictions that
characterize the coming of God’s reign. The leader serves the followers, proud Peter is revealed in his
cowardice, and Jesus—the innocent bringer of life—is arrested, beaten, executed, and buried.

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

The assembly is seated.

'Then the assembly rose as a body and brought Jesus before Pilate. “They began to
accuse him, saying, “We found this man perverting our nation, forbidding us to pay
taxes to the emperor, and saying that he himself is the Messiah, a king.” “Then Pilate
asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” He answered, “You say so.” ‘Then Pilate
said to the chief priests and the crowds, “I find no basis for an accusation against this
man.” “But they were insistent and said, “He stirs up the people by teaching throughout
all Judea, from Galilee where he began even to this place.”

*When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. 'And when he
learned that he was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him off to Herod, who was
himself in Jerusalem at that time. “When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had
been wanting to see him for a long time, because he had heard about him and was
hoping to see him perform some sign. "He questioned him at some length, but Jesus
gave him no answer. '“The chief priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing
him. ''Even Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked him; then he
put an elegant robe on him, and sent him back to Pilate. '’ That same day Herod and
Pilate became friends with each other; before this they had been enemies.

"Pilate then called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the people, '‘and said to
them, “You brought me this man as one who was perverting the people; and here I have
examined him in your presence and have not found this man guilty of any of your
charges against him. '"Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us. Indeed, he has
done nothing to deserve death. '°I will therefore have him flogged and release him.”

""Then they all shouted out together, “Away with this fellow! Release Barabbas for
us!” '’(This was a man who had been put in prison for an insurrection that had taken
place in the city, and for murder.) “'Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed them
again; ~'but they kept shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!” **A third time he said to them,
“Why, what evil has he done? I have found in him no ground for the sentence of death; I
will therefore have him flogged and then release him.” *'But they kept urgently
demanding with loud shouts that he should be crucified; and their voices prevailed. **So
Pilate gave his verdict that their demand should be granted. “"He released the man they
asked for, the one who had been put in prison for insurrection and murder, and he
handed Jesus over as they wished.
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“°As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming from
the country, and they laid the cross on him, and made him carry it behind Jesus. ~'A
great number of the people followed him, and among them were women who were
beating their breasts and wailing for him. *“But Jesus turned to them and said,
“Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your
children. “’For the days are surely coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren,
and the wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never nursed.” “Thgn they will
begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us’; and to the hills, ‘Cover us.” *'For if they do
this when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?”

. **Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him.
“"When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with
the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. **[Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive
them; for they do not know what they are doing.”] And they cast lots to divide his
clothing. ““And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying,
“He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!”
“The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, “’and saying,
“If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” *“There was also an inscription over
him, “This is the King of the Jews.”

*’One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are
you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” “’But the other rebuked him, sa}/ing, “Do
you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? *' And we
indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds,
but this man has done nothing wrong.” “Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you
come into your kingdom.” “'He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in
Paradise.”

It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the
afternoon, “while the sun’s light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in two.
*“Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commend my
spirit.” Having said this, he breathed his last. *"When the centurion saw what had taken
place, he praised God and said, “Certainly this man was innocent.” **And when all the
crowds who had gathered there for this spectacle saw what had taken place, they
returned home, beating their breasts. *’But all his acquaintances, including the women
who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Time for reflection follows the Gospel.

MUSICAL MEDITATION
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BLESSING

God, the giver of love,

& Christ, the resurrection and the life,
and the Holy Spirit of rebirth

bless you in this Lenten journey.
Amen.

POSTLUDE Go to Dark Gethsemane Cherwien

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited to greet
one another and share in fellowship.

Worship Participants

Worship Assistants 8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.
Acolyte Sam Venstrom Portia Novak
Lector Ramona Krueger Sara Long
Prayer Assistant Betty Luckett Phil Hahn
Communion Assistants Phyllis Schroeder Sara Long
Darla Hernandez Amy Knauff
Ushers Don MacMillan Joshua Vittitoe
Ramona Krueger
Sound/Light Lance Nolting Jeft Peiffer
Video/Livestream _— Ben Crill
Pastors Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr.

Rev. Erica Gibson-Even

Director of Music Ministries Brian Bartusch

Worship Participants Sanctuary Choir
Communion Baker Linda Mapes/Lois Felten
April Altar Gifts
Communion Wine Andrew Teeple ~ In thankfulness for family
Altar Candles Lois & Michael Felten ~ In memory of Arnold & Rick Felten
Eternal Lamp Candles Ellen Swayne ~ In memory of Gladys Swayne

Diana Ahlbrand ~ In memory of Wendell Ahlbrand
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GOSPEL MESSAGE
Parades and Long Walks

The stories we hear for Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday are marked by a series of parades. The
crowd shouts “Hosanna” as Jesus processes into Jerusalem. After his arrest, he is paraded to the home of
Caiaphas to be confronted by the scribes and elders. They bind him and parade him to Pilate. The
soldiers lead him to the governor’s headquarters before he is paraded to Golgotha to be crucified.

These were not celebratory parades. For Jesus, each of these journeys was another step on his long walk
toward death. We may not know what it is to be paraded about before crowds of people as Jesus was,
but we can understand the long walk toward death.

Perhaps you have taken the long walk from a hospital parking lot to the information desk, from the desk
around the corner to the visitors’ elevators, and from the elevator through the maze of hallways to the
bedside of a loved one to sit vigil as they breathe their last. Maybe you have made the long walk
between cubicles to your boss’s office during a time of layoffs, knowing what news is coming. The walk
from a classroom to the principal’s office is long and scary, for both the student and the parent who was
called in to school from work.

Life has plenty of long and painful walks we would just as soon avoid. Jesus’ prayer at Gethsemane tells
us he did not want to take his walk either. And yet he did take that walk. In so doing, he joins us in all of
our long and weary wanderings that end in the things of death. Jesus is with us in our deepest pain. But
the story does not end there. The journey continues as the women walk to the empty tomb, as Jesus
walks with disciples to Emmaus, and as he continues to walk us to places of new life.

COMMEMORATIONS
Week of April 5, 2023

April 4—Benedict the African, confessor, died 1589

Born into slavery on the island of Sicily, Benedict lived as a hermit until the pope ordered all hermits to
attach themselves to a monastery, at which time Benedict joined the Franciscans. Though illiterate, he
was highly respected as a confessor and later superior of his community.

April 6- Albrecht Diirer, died 1528; Matthias Griinewald, died 1529; Lucas Cranach, died 1553
These great artists revealed through their work the mystery of salvation and the wonder of creation.
Diirer’s work reflected the apocalyptic spirit of his time. Though he remained a Roman Catholic, he was
sympathetic to Martin Luther’s reforming work. Griinewald’s paintings are known for their dramatic
forms, vivid colors, and depiction of light. Cranach’s work includes many fine religious examples and
several portraits of Martin Luther. Cranach was also widely known for his woodcuts.
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