1 Peter 3:1-6
“Hope In A Hostile World”

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to the book of (1 Peter 3:1-6) NKJV
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I titled today’s message: “Created Order”

~ INTRO ~

TODAY…
· We come to a topic that has massive implications…
· On the way our families grow and develop.

WE KNOW…
· Much of our worldview is shaped by the early input from our families!

· AND generally speaking… we learn… basic-life-lessons…
· From the beliefs passed down within the family structure.
· (Some good & some bad.)

SO…
· As we continue studying thru (1 Peter)…
· Remember we’ve been learning…
· Under the theme: “Hope In a Hostile World”

· And over the past few weeks…
· We’ve discovered Peter’s core message is submission…
· When external pressure collides with our daily lives!

TODAY…
· We continue in the same vein… 
· BUT… we focus on submission within household structures.

NOW… PETER’S TEACHING HERE…
· Is NOT exhaustive… (covering every element on this topic).
· But… he does help us with “submission” …
· When our homes are surrounded by pressure!

CAN I ASK YOU…
· To lay aside stereo types / preconceived ideas / old wounds…
· And even your current pain for the next 35-minutes???

GOD HAS A BLESSING IN THESE VERSES…
· To inspire us to greater hope!
· NOT to suppress us with unrealistic expectations!

~ STUDY ~

HERE’S WHAT THE TEXT SAYS:
	- (1 Peter 3:1-6) NKJV

HERE’S WHAT WE CAN LEARN:

IDEA #1 – “UNDERSTAND HIS PLAN”  (vv.1-6) NKJV

AGAIN… PETER GIVES WISDOM…
· To reduce household pressure in these verses.

WHEN THE STORMS OF PRESSURE OCCUR…
· Order becomes an anchor point!

SIMPLE PUT…
· God wants us to understand His intended order…
· So we will NOT collapse when the storm strikes!

JESUS SAID IT THIS WAY…
· (Matt 7:24-27) NLT 

FIVE INSIGHTS:

1) Be submissive (v.1) NKJV

· This is the continuation of Peter’s core message to the Church…
· Going thru hostile & pressure filled times.

· The Greek term is hupo-tasso…
· And it’s used in both military & non-military forms.

THE NON-MILITARY FORM…
· Describes an action with the AN accompanied attitude.
· God’s word is telling us what to do & how to do it!

DEFINITION: hupo-tasso 
· (Demonstrate the log carry)  

a) A voluntary attitude of giving in 
· (I’m going to let you lead… I’m onboard)

b) Cooperating 
· (Lets work together because of a bigger purpose)

c) Assuming responsibility 
· (How can I help… A willingness) 

d) And carrying a burden 
· (I’ve got this area covered… you can count on me!)  

(Eph. 5:21) 
	“submitting to one another in the fear of God.” NKJV

	“…submit to one another out of reverence to for Christ.” NLT

SO…
· READ (v.1) NLT 

2) God’s objective (v.1-b) NKJV

Those with unbelieving spouses:
· God wants to save the soul of your husband whom you love.
· This is what Jesus does! 
· AND he wants to commission you to help Him. 

3) A testimony that transforms (vv.1-2) NKJV

· Here’s the tools that God uses to capture your husbands heart:

a) Modesty dress 
b) Fear of God.

· These are demonstrated externally.
· God gets the attention of his heart…
· With the character qualities…
· THAT YOU can be trusted!!!

TURN TO (Proverbs 31:10-12) NKJV

· As men age they want deeper companionship…
· With someone they can trust. 

· Not a scantily dressed woman he has to worry about…
· Sneaking around on him!

GOD IS WORKING…
· From two angles in the marriage…
· And He is using you ladies to change your husband.

OK…
· Let’s go a little further…

4) Limits of looking hot (vv.3-4) NKJV

Ladies are your mental & moral qualities…
· Only skin deep…
· Your relationship will fade with familiarity (OR) thru aging.

· It’s the wrong foundation to build on. 
· Back to (Proverbs 31:30) NKJV 

AS A SIDE NOTE:
· This does NOT mean you look like a slob!
· Take care of yourself, but base it off of high moral standards…
· That are pleasing to God!
· “Character” – a virtuous woman!

5) Argument avoidance (vv.5-6) NLT

· In (Gen. 16:1) Abrahams wife was named Sarai = Contentious.

DEFINED:

· Causing or likely to cause an argument.
· Provoking arguments.
· (Describes) A heated argument.

(Gen. 12:11) Reveals that Sarai had a beautiful face & body.

· BUT… for over half of her life… she had a problem…
· With being contentious & argumentative.

I BELIEVE THERE’S A BLESSING…
· In these verses!

· God doesn’t want YOU to wait as long as Sarai…
· Before you understand His plan.
· AND are rewarded with unquenchable joy…
· And peace that cannot be taken by a husband!

· The grace of God did this work in Sarai…
· In (Gen. 17:15) as He changed her name to Sarah = Princess…
· And He blessed her!!!

HERE’S THE POINT…

LADIES…
· By adjusting to God’s standards & accepting His mission…
· God will do something special in you AND thru you!
· But it’s NOT going to happen overnight.

· So please hang in there and keep going…
· Talk to Jesus… get good counsel from Godly women!

~ IN CLOSING ~

May all you Moms have a Happy Mother’s Day today!

~ LET’S PRAY ~
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