1 Peter 3:13-22
“Hope In A Hostile World”

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to the book of (1 Peter 3:13-22) NKJV
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I titled today’s message: “Under the Authority of Christ”

~ INTRO ~

TODAY…
· Peter finishes the last pillar of submission …
· By helping the saints think with Christian maturity!

NOW… THIS STUDY…
· Is critical for understanding our times!
· It’s where the rubber of Christian living…
· Meets the road of cultural difficulty.

· AND we learn to fear God over man!	

(Proverbs 29:25) NLT
“Fearing people is a dangerous trap, but trusting the LORD means safety.”  

~ STUDY ~

HERE’S WHAT THE TEXT SAYS:
	- (1 Peter 3:13-22) NLT

HERE’S WHAT WE CAN LEARN: 

IDEA #1 – THE PRINCIPAL OF A RIGHT RESPONSE (vv.13-17) 

FROM A BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE…
· Suffering exists because of sin! 

GENERALLY SPEAKING… HUMANITY SUFFERS…
· Because of three primary reasons:

1) We suffer due to our own sins (at odds with God).
2) We suffer because of the sins of other people (collateral damage).
3) We suffer by living in a fallen world (sickness / suffering / sorrow).  

AND…
· While the world is in a fallen condition…
·  God… often allows natural consequences of sin… to play out.

HOWEVER… 
· For the Christian… God is using suffering for a purpose:

a) Train His people (James 1:3) NKJV
b) Deepen our faith (1 Peter 1:6-7) NKJV  
c) And to discipline us (Heb. 12:7-11) NKJV
 
BEYOND THESE… 
· Suffering… IS ALSO… a result of spiritual warfare (Job 1-3). 
· (Family / finances / health)

OR
· Suffering can be a direct result of persecution (2 Tim 3:12) NKJV. 

POINT BEING… 
· No matter the cause or type… 
· Suffering is part of living in a fallen world!

· 
NOW… GETTING BACK TO OUR TEXT… 
· Peter is providing perspective on how to move thru suffering…
· And maintain the Christian witness.

READ (vv.13-17) NKJV

IN (v.14)…
· Peter quotes from (Isa. 8:12) NLT 

REMEMBER CHURCH…
· Isaiah spoke to a Country that was…
· Preoccupied & distracted with the blessings God gave…
· And they drifted away from worshipping Him.
· Because busyness became the norm!

(Chp. #7-12) Isaiah…
· Deals with the National sins of the leaders – the politicians.
· And in the middle of this… God speaks to Isaiah (8:11-12) NLT.  
  
SO… PETER…
· Is telling the Church… living under the political machine of Nero…
· Not to sway before the pressure of a politicians… (v.14(b))

(v.14(a) “blessed” = (Grk. Ma-car-ri-os).

· This does NOT mean to feel delighted…
· But to be “highly privileged.” 

· (v.15) Let their lives give the message of Christ.
· So the surrounding world notices (v.16).

POINT BEING… IF THIS BRINGS SUFFERING…
· Peter says… so be it (v.17).


· 
PETER’S THE PERFECT GUY TO SAY THIS…
· Because he denied Jesus three-times in one night…
· When he was surrounded by the political drama…
· Leading up to Jesus’ trial. (Matt. 26:34) NKJV

· He was overwhelmed by fear and he coward down.

BUT… MAY WE ALSO…
· Recognize that Peter didn’t stay condemned!
· He was restored by Jesus AND moved forward with His life.

I WANT TO ENCOURAGE YOU TO MOVE FORWARD…
· Out of your failure & stop looking back or making excuses. 

IDEA #2 – RESPONSE ILLUSTRATED (vv.18-20)

NOW THESE NEXT FEW VERSE…
· Are super challenging AND have three common interpretations:

1) Some say Christ descended into hades to offer a second chance of salvation.
· This view has a lot of scriptural problems --- (Heb 9:27) NKJV 

2) Some say Christ descended into hell to pronounce victory over fallen angels.
· This could be a possible interpretation…
· But Peter’s context seems to speak of humans NOT angels. 

3) Some say the Spirit of Christ was ministering thru Noah (1 Peter 1:11)...
· As a preacher of righteousness (2 Peter 2:5) Noah preached… 
· To ungodly humans… who were now spirits waiting final judgment.   

I WOULD LEAN TOWARD VIEW #2 OR #3. 
· But I’m not certain. 

Article Link a) https://www.gotquestions.org/spirits-in-prison.html 

Article Link b) https://www.gotquestions.org/where-was-Jesus.html 


HERE’S WHAT I CAN SAY WITH CERTAINTY…
· We’ve been given one life to live…
· And after this the judgment!

JESUS’ DEATH…
· Is all about bringing imperfect & sinful people to God!
· And that’s a message we should respond too.

· “godly sorrow leads to repentance” (2 Cor. 7:10) NKJV
· It’s a change of perspective…
· That embraces the love of Christ by faith!

IDEA #3 – A GOOD RESPONSE GIVEN (vv.21-22)

NOAH WAS SAVED OUT OF THE WATER…
· (v.21) NLT… Is “a picture of baptism”
· And today we respond to God publicly…
· With water baptism showing a clean conscience…
· And a willingness to obey God as we go forward. 

~ IN CLOSING ~ 

WE’RE GOING TO TAKE COMMUNION TODAY…
· And I want to make sure everyone has a chance…
· To respond to God’s love personally!

JESUS DIED…
· To offer YOU forgiveness of your sins.

AND ALL YOU HAVE TO DO IS RESPOND TO HIM!

1) Acknowledge your ways are out of step with God.
2) Accept His love & forgiveness into your life by faith.
3) And take action by learning to walk with Jesus.

SO…
· Is there anyone who needs to ask for God’s help today?

~ LET’S PRAY ~

COMMUNION (1 Cor. 11:23-31)
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