1 Peter 3:7
“Hope In A Hostile World”

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to the book of (1 Peter 3:7) NKJV
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I titled today’s message: “A Right Perspective”

~ INTRO ~

TODAY…
· Peter advances the theme of submission within the home…
· For a second time! 

HE’S TEACHING THE CHURCH…
· That believers can successfully live out their faith…
· Even when… the world is Hostile…
· Toward Godly principals.   

GANG… IT’S NO SECRET…
· That the Christian home is being assaulted by Satan!
· As he continually undermines Biblical truths. 

YET…
· Peter’s letter… helps us understand God’s plan…
· By demonstrating how “submission” works within a home.

NOW…
· Before we unpackage (v.7)…
· I want to point out a few people this verse helps.

GROUPS BENEFITTED:

1) Those with unbelieving husbands.

2) Those who are single & looking for a Christian husband.

3) Those who are widowed & want to help other women nurture a husband.

4) All Christian husbands.

THE BIBLE TEACHES…
· That we’ve done nothing to achieve our salvation (it’s by grace alone).
· BUT… we must do something to exhibit it.

(Phil. 2:12) NKJV
	“… work out your own salvation with fear and trembling…”

AND THIS…
· Is what we’re instructed on today…
· The small details of Godly living!

~ STUDY ~

HERE’S WHAT THE TEXT SAYS:
	- (1 Peter 3:7) NKJV

HERE’S WHAT WE CAN LEARN:

THE BIBLE OUTLINES…
· Areas of character for both men & women.

AND… GENERALLY SPEAKING…
· The family unit is the starting point for our initial steps in life.

HOWEVER…
· In our time… many homes are fractured…
· And DON’T have healthy patterns in place…
· To pass along the Christian Faith.

· So… a right perspective is difficult to come by.

(v.7) NKJV

OK… PETER…
· Is giving pointed instruction for Christian Husbands.

FOUR PRACTICAL INSIGHTS:

1) The husbands practice of submission.

Dwell with [his wife] =
· This defines what is called domestic association.
· Which is relational cooperation between husband & wife…
· In the stewardship of a household. 

· [Be present / take an interest / co-labor with her] 

· Husband & wife should be pulling in the same direction – UNITY!

With understand = Knowledge (gnosis)
· The idea is moral wisdom… 
· Which is demonstrated in right living WITH your wife.

A LITERAL DEFINITION SAYS:
· Understand the spiritual roles within your home AND do them!

· (A husband has a role & a wife has a role & children have roles)

MANY TIMES…
· Marital failure OR marital frustration…
· Occurs because Christians don’t understand their roles…
· Before God!

NOW… THIS understanding … SHOULD LEAD TO…

2) Changes in treatment.

Honor … which is a high-respect!
· This is given by reason of her “office” as a wife!

PLEASE TAKE NOTE HERE:

· The honor is NOT earned by a wife’s performance OR merit!
· Rather… its commanded by God…
· And to be given by a husband!  

SO… WHEN THIS IS LIVED OUT…
· Here’s the results…

READ (v.7) again  (NLT)

3) Recognize your situation.

GENERALLY SPEAKING…
· The wife is physically & emotionally weaker…
· But NOT in all cases!

THE IDEA IS SIMPLE…
· A husband is to pay attention…
· And extend common care over the areas where his wife struggles.  

WHY?

BECAUSE… “she is your equal partner in God’s gift of new life.” 

MEN…
· We’re not to demean / belittle / berate / beat down…
· Poke fun at / provoke / OR annoy your wife!!!

GOD HAS ENTRUSTED YOU…
· With the care of her mental / emotional / spiritual / & physical…
· Well-being. 

IN FACT…
· (Eph. 5:29) NKJV Paul magnifies the husbands responsibility…
· Nourishes = Bring to maturity
· Cherishes = Thru tender care

A VERSE WE FORGET…
· Yet… God has given…
· All husbands the responsibility to “develop our wife”…
· With tender care over the course of her life. 

PRACTICAL INSIGHT #4…

4) Your response has a direct effect on your prayers

AS WE WRAP UP…
· I want to read to you some miscellaneous helpful advice…
· From the scriptures.

MISC.  – “HELPFUL ADVICE” 

	(Ep. 5:25) & (v.28) love your wife
	(Col. 3:19) don’t be bitter toward her
	(1 Tim 3:12) husband rule house & children well 
	(1 Cor 7:2-4) sexual authority over body
	(1 Cor 7:16) husband saves unbelieving wife
	(Titus 1:6) your wife & children are a testimony of your faithfulness 

~ IN CLOSING ~

If you needs God’s grace this morning…
· Because you see a weakness in your life…
· And area where you’ve failed OR are frustrated…

· OR if you just need to be reassured of your salvation…
· Would you please raise your hand…
· So we can remember you in prayer this week.

~ LET’S PRAY ~
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