1 Peter 3:8-12
“Hope In A Hostile World”

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to the book of (1 Peter 3:8-12) NKJV
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I titled today’s message: “Exercising Common Grace”

~ INTRO ~

TODAY…
· Peter closes the broad theme of submission …
· With a maturity checkpoint…
· To see if we’re living out common grace!

SO… THIS STUDY…
· Is geared toward an individual response…
· And NOT general information. 	

~ STUDY ~

HERE’S WHAT THE TEXT SAYS:
	- (1 Peter 3:8-12) NLT

HERE’S WHAT WE CAN LEARN:

IDEA #1 – CHRISTIAN VIRTUES 

(v.8) Finally…
· “be of one mind” (v.8) NKJV

· Peter focuses on consistent agreement around major doctrine…
· And how it plays out with one heart & one purpose.

EXAMPLE:
· Win / Disciple / Send

· These are NOT ideals!
· They’re N.T. direction for the mission of the Church.

OK… WHAT SHOULD WE DO?

PETER PROVIDES A SNAP-SHOT OF CHRISTIAN VIRTUES…
· That should be lived out in common grace.

a) Compassion for one another.
· We get our English word “sympathy” from this word.

· Biblically we’re gripped by the pain of other believers…
· When we see them suffer / struggle… we feel it!

SO… LIVING OUT COMMON GRACE…
· Opens our eyes beyond our self-centeredness…
· AND gives us a concern for others!

b) Brotherly love This is demonstrated thru heartstrings of fondness. 
· This is a relational love that unites both heart & mind with a friend.

· It’s a strong bond that surpasses time & distance…
· And lives on with an unchanging loyalty! 

c) Tenderhearted 
· A heartfelt compassion that’s willing to reach out…
· To those that are hurting.
· And it’s closely associated with forgiveness.

d) Courteous / Humble (NLT) 
· Friendly in thought, which overflows in kindness.
· Polite, considerate, & respectful of others.

· There’s a fragrance of authenticity…
· NOT a false modesty / false humility.

*It’s NOT a mechanical process of doing what is right on the outside…
	- While having resentful thoughts on the inside.

· Both action and attitude are in alignment. 

c.p. (Proverbs 23:6-8) NKJV 

IDEA #2 – AVOID HARMFUL RESPONSES 

(v.9)
a) Don’t repay evil-for-evil…
· Christian maturity is seen in a “forgiving nature.”
· When we’re injured by other we offer forgiveness. 

THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN INJURED…
· And refuse to forgive are typically tortured with bitterness!

NEXT…
b) Don’t retaliate with insults…
· When people speak bad about you…
· (family / friends / or foe)…
· You don’t launch a counter-attack on Facebook!

NOW… ALL THESE INSTRUCTIONS…
· Around the four pillars of submission…
· (Government, employers, marriage, & church)…
· Are instituted by God to root out sinful tendencies…
· And develop Christ-like obedience!

BUT SADLY… many Christians grow old without growing up!
· There are those who walk with Jesus decade-after-decade…
· And never come to maturity…
· Because they don’t surrender self-control…
· And walk with God by faith! 

GANG…
· I don’t want that to be the case in your life!!!

· I want to teach you / love you / & develop you…
· So you can grow into a fruitful maturity IN Jesus!

AND TRUTH BE TOLD…
· I’m super-proud of so many of you as you stay faithful…
·  And continue to bear fruit.

ON THE OTHER HAND…
· Please understand… that it’s not good to get saved…
· And then stay so close to where you got started.

· You’re to make progress in the faith…
· By apply the Word to your life & living it out. 

· And the weekly teaching are designed to grow you up in Jesus.
· If they’re mixed with faith & lived out!

· Those of you who are inconsistent with church attendance…
· Need to be reminded of what Jesus has done for you.
· And what a healthy response is (Rom 12:1) NKJV 

NEXT SECTION…

IDEA #3 – LEARNING TO WALK CONSISTENTLY 

WHILE IT IS TRUE…
· That we will never walk perfectly…
· We can learn to walk more consistently!

(vv. 10-12) 
IS TAKEN FROM (Ps. 34:11-15) NKJV …
· When David was running scared from King Saul.
· And the lessons he passes to us about fear & failure. 

(Ps. 34:11) NKJV
“Come, you children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the LORD.”

IN (1 Sam. 21:12-13) NKJV
· David changed his behavior under fear. 

HOW MANY CAN IDENTIFY WITH THAT ???
	
PROVERBS SAYS…
“Fearing people is a dangerous trap, but trusting the Lord means safety.”

GOD TAUGHT DAVID THRU FAILURE…
· And he teaches you and I thru failure too. 

(Ps. 56:3-4) NKJV … DAVID SAID …

“Whenever I am afraid, I will trust in You. In God (I will praise His word), In God I have put my trust; I will not fear. What can flesh [man] do to me?”

POINT BEING …
· Here’s how we can learn the FEAR of the LORD…
· And grow in consistency in our Christian walk:

PETER…
· Teaches the Church SEVEN things on FEARING the LORD:

1) Bless others (v.9b)
2) Stop complaining (v.10)
3) Stop misrepresent the truth in response to pressure (v.10)
4) Turn away from dangers that can snare your soul (v.11)
5) Do good (v.11) 
6) Search for peace (v.11)
7) Work to maintain it (v.11)

~ IN CLOSING ~

CAN I INVITE YOU…
· To accept the overwhelming gift…
· Of God’s never-ending grace!?!

I WANT YOU TO COME FORWARD…
· If you need to get right with God…
· Or you need help from God.

Please humble yourself and come forward…
· And allow God the opportunity to pour His love on you today. 

~ LET’S PRAY ~
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