1 Peter 4:12-19
“Hope In A Hostile World”

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to the book of (1 Peter 4:12-19) NKJV
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I titled today’s message: “Trials, Sin, & Suffering”

~ INTRO ~

TODAY…
· Peter begins to wrap down his letter.
· AND… as we make our way toward closing…
· He covers three more topics:

· Trials (v.12)
· Sin (v.15)
· Suffering (v.19)

THE CORE OF HIS MESSAGE…
· Has been focused on submission!

BUT… 
· Now as we approach the end of (1 Peter) …
· He gives us insight on how God uses trials in our lives. 
 
Charles Swindoll:

﻿Peter wrote this letter to Christians who faced desperate circumstances—undeserved suffering, unfair treatment, unexpected calamities. Here in his concluding counsel, he cycles back to this major theme of hope in hurtful times, giving us practical insights to help us not merely survive the flames but even thrive in their midst.

~ STUDY ~

HERE’S WHAT THE TEXT SAYS:
	- (1 Peter 4:12-14) NKJV

HERE’S WHAT WE CAN LEARN: 

IDEA #1 – MENTAL READINESS (vv.12-14) 

﻿God allows trials into our lives throughout our Christian walk!

· Some trials come & go rapidly… and we rejoice to see…
· The radical quick deliverance from God’s hand. 

Other trials…
· Take the form of extended seasons and linger…
· Lasting far longer than we believed we could endure!

Some trials put us out of commission for an extended period of time.

Trials can be a result of sin & disobedience to God… (chastening).

Trials are often a result of ongoing character development…
· That God is working into us. 

BUT… 
· No matter the type or length of the trial…
· Trials have a way of leaving us spiritually exhausted! 

SO…
We need to understand to have…
·  “A Christ like” mindset toward trails.

THIS IS WHAT…
· Peter prepares us with – a mental readiness!

(1 Peter 1:13) NKJV
“Therefore, gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”  

TWO TAKE A WAYS:

#1) Don’t be surprised (v.12) NLT

· Don’t be shocked OR upset when trials come.

THIS IS VERY INTERESTING…
· Because… “fiery trial” – literally means: “The burning among you.”

REMEMBER…
· The original context of (1 Peter) …
· And what took place under Nero after he burned down the city. 

· Nero blamed the Christian’s…
· And some were used as living torches in his garden. 

A “fiery trial” SPEAKS OF A CALAMITY…
· Which tests the character of the believer.
· It’s an event that happens suddenly – and comes out of the blue.

#2) Be very glad (v.13) NLT

WHY?
· “for these trials make us partners with Christ”
*Lord could I be a silent partner today (haha)

CONSIDER…
· (James 1:2) NKJV
· In trials we’re to count it all joy.

- (Philp. 3:10) NKJV
· Through suffering we identify with Christ.

- (Rom. 8:17) NKJV
· Since we suffer with Him, we will also be glorified with Him.

SO…
· Anything we suffer thru in the name of Christ…
· Is a privilege and NOT a penalty!

IDEA #2 – WRONG REACTIONS (v.15) NLT

PETER (v.15) NLT SAYS… 
· If you suffer… DON’T let it be for these types of things:

· Murder (anger)
· Stealing (coveting)
· Making trouble (pride)
· Or prying into other people’s affairs (gossip)

HERE’S THE POINT …
· Hard times are NO excuse for bad behavior!

IDEA #3 – DON’T SHRINK BACK (vv.16-18)

(v.16) don’t be ashamed

· Literally the idea is NOT to shrink back in shame from God. 

SHRINKING BACK COULD LOOK LIKE THIS:

a) Giving up on talking to God – praying
b) Giving up on God’s promises – His word
c) Pushing away from Christian friends – fellowship
d) Stop making Church attendance a priority – participation
e) Just going thru spiritual motions 


LISTEN GANG… 

WHEN WE DON’T UNDERSTAND GOD’S WORD…
· We misinterpret His ways. 

LOOK AT (vv.17-18) NKJV
· Peter refers to persecution & suffering…
· As trials that God allows to refine our faith. 

· It’s thru the trials that our lives are purified & strengthened.

TODAY…
· God is allowing the Church in America to go thru difficulty!

BECAUSE THE CHURCH AT LARGE HAS EMBRACED…
· Cultural demands like:
· The sexual revolution (LGBTQ)
· Abortion as a right of women’s health
· Intoxicants of all kinds
 
THERE’S A TANGIBLE LOSS HAPPENING…
· (Gal 6:7-10) NLT 
· When we fail to press on toward the goal / prize. 

APPLICATION:

- The result of suffering for Jesus YIELDS a deeper commitment!

(v.19) NKJV
- Commit = Literally to deposit or entrust our souls to God.

PETER REMINDS US…
· Not to give up on Christ in difficult times.

~ IN CLOSING ~ 

IF YOU HAVEN’T…
- Accepted the Grace of God in your life…
· I want to give you an opportunity!

THE BIBLE INVITES US… 
· To run to the throne of grace…
· To obtain mercy & help (Heb. 4:16) NLT.

IS THERE ANYONE HERE…
· That needs God’s grace / God’s mercy / & God’s help today? 

WOULD YOU RAISE UP YOUR HAND…
	- So I can pray for you.
· We can also see you online as well. 

~ LET’S PRAY ~
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