1 Peter 5:1-14
“Hope In A Hostile World”

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to the book of (1 Peter 5:1-14) NKJV
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I titled today’s message: “Understanding The Big Picture”

~ INTRO ~

TODAY…
· The Church is living in the “Last Days” of God’s redemptive plan...
· As the global trouble of SIN is climaxing!

NOW… IN MORE RECENT DECADES…
· Our Country has departed from holding to Biblical morality.

· The decline of  “Traditional Values”…
· As a unifying path for living.
· People have turned their backs to God!

AND… AS A RESULT…
· Portions of the Christian Church have…
· Adopted coping measures to alleviate cultural pressures from…

· Sexual revolution fight = LGBTQ 
· Women’s health care issues = Abortion
· Complementarianism war = Women’s leadership beliefs
· Gender dysphoria chaos = Dissatisfaction of assigned gender

YET… ALL THESE ARE TOPICS THE BIBLE ADDRESSES! 

~ STUDY ~

HERE’S WHAT OUR TEXT SAYS:
	- (1 Peter 5:1-4) NKJV

HERE’S WHAT WE CAN LEARN: 

BIG IDEA #1 – DIRECTION FOR SPIRITUAL LEADERS (vv.1-4) 

THREE SPECIFIC AREAS:
1) Care for the fellowship = Teach (v.2a) NLT

· (Jer. 3:15) NKJV
· (John 21:15-17) NKJV

2) Watch over the people = Serve (v.2b) NLT

· Serve… counsel / comfort / & pray…
· Speak truth into your life (aka disciple).

· Dangers of not doing this:
· (Isa. 5:13) NKJV … Woes on unfaithful Israel
· (Hosea 4:6) NKJV… Willful ignorance

3) Be an example = Model (v.3) NLT

· (1 Cor. 11:1) “imitate me as a imitate Christ” 

BIG IDEA #2 – DIRECTION FOR THE FAITHFUL (vv.5-9) NLT

1) Submission & humility (v.5) NLT

OVER THE LAST 9-YEARS OF MINISTRY…
· There has been those intersections of change at WC.
· As a ministry team we’ve made decisions…
· To remove / replace / or even release people for rest.

· And strangely enough…
· The ones who are toxic (without fail)…
· End up creating a ruckus around here.

HOWEVER…
· Peter is saying the path forward is thru “submission”…
· And “humility” – (Isa. 6:5) – a moral-littleness. 

2) Difficulty & concerns (v.7) NLT

THIS SPEAKS TO THE HUMAN TENDENCIES…
· Of being dominated by un-factual thoughts…
· AND overwhelmed by feelings of concern!   

THE REMEDY PETER PROVIDES…
· Is to deposit the incomplete & weak tendencies of self…
· Into the hands of a loving Father!
· (v.7) “casting your care upon Him” 

NEXT…
· Peter focuses in on the real issue…
· It’s a SPIRITUAL BATTLE (v.8).

SO THE ONLY WAY TO OVERCOME…
· Is by applying God’s remedy!

3) Stay in the fight (vv.8-9) NLT

· Stay alert (v.8) = Be cautions & active 
· Stand firm (v.9) = “Fight not Flee” (James 4:7)
· Be strong (v.9) = In the power of the Lord (Eph. 6:10)

WHY?
· Because we’re to live by faith & not sight.

(Heb. 10:38) NKJV
“… the just shall live by faith; BUT if anyone draws back,
[God says] My soul has no pleasure in him.”

BIG IDEA #3 – THE CHRISTIAN LIFE (vv.10-14)

BY GOD’S DESIGN…
· We share in the sufferings of Christ…
· Yet… God wants us to know that He is a good Father!

READ (vv.10-11) NLT

· Restore = (Joel 2:25) NKJV
· Support = (Ps. 94:18-19) NLT
· Strength = (Ps. 18:1-2) NLT 

ONE APPLICATION:

(v.12)

PETER WANTS TO MAKE SURE…
· The Church understands that the Christian faith has troubles…
· But God’s purpose is to develop His people thru the problems!

TWO EXAMPLES:

a) (Ex. 13:17) NKJV
· God was teaching them to trust Him by faith…
· And not by the calamities of human battle in a fallen world.

b) (Matt. 13:21) NKJV
· Four soil condition represent people’s heart condition.

The second soil type = stony (vv.20-21).
· This person is reveled thru three conditions:

1) No root = Superficial experience with God’s word, but it has not entered the persons heart. Thus the person is prone to give up when calamity strikes!

2) Endures only for a while = Lit. “a temporary season.”

3) Tribulation = Pressure & calamity from war!

POINT BEING

· The purpose of Peter’s letter is to bring believers into maturity of faith!
· BUT, in order for it to have its full impact…
· Each believer must put it into practice!

THAT MEANS…
· Each of us individually have to go thru trying circumstances…
· Where our faith is tested to the point of collapse…
· OR exercised to the point of exhaustion!
	
BOTH…
· Situations reveal… that the presence of God’s love…
· Is genuine in our lives!

BUT… AGAIN (Heb. 10:38) NKJV
· God has no pleasure in the person that goes back!!!

~ IN CLOSING ~ 

IF YOU HAVEN’T…
- Accepted the Grace of God in your life…
· I want to give you an opportunity!

THE BIBLE INVITES US… 
· To come to the throne of grace…
· To obtain mercy & help (Heb. 4:16) NLT.

IS THERE ANYONE HERE…
· That needs God’s grace / God’s mercy / & God’s help today? 

WOULD YOU RAISE UP YOUR HAND…
	- So I can pray for you.
· We can also see you online as well. 

~ LET’S PRAY ~
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