1 Timothy 1:1-2
“Building Blocks of Ministry”

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to the book of (1 Timothy 1:1-2) NKJV
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I titled today’s message: “I Believe In You”

~ INTRO ~

SINCE THE BIRTH OF THE CHURCH…
· Pastoring it… has always been difficult!

IN OUR TIME…

“The pastor is expected to be a walking encyclopedia of Bible knowledge, an expert on all the latest theological trends, a flawless public speaker, an inspiring executive leader, a servant-hearted shepherd, a gifted counselor, an authority on children and youth, and a caretaker of the aged, sick, dying, and grieving – as well as a dedicated husband and a faithful family man!”

 (Charles Swindoll, Living Insights, 2014) 

1 TIMOTHY…
· Is an Epistle that strips away the cultural expectations…
· And lays bare what the Lord expects from:

a) The pastor
b) Individual people in the church
c) And the congregation as a whole

PLEASE UNDERSTAND… THAT ACCORDING TO (Eph. 4:12) NKJV
· That the purpose of the church is to…
· Edify / equip / & build-up the saints…
· FOR the work of ministry!  

· It’s NOT to evangelize the world. 

SO TOO… 1st TIMOTHY… IS A BOOK…
· That should be taught to the whole church…
· As part of a health scriptural diet.

~ INTRO ~

TONIGHT…
· We begin with a simple introduction.

THIS LETTER WAS WRITTEN… (AD 61-64)…
· By the Apostle Paul… 
· Who was later beheaded (AD 67-68)?
· When Nero was persecuting Christians.

THE PURPOSE OF THE LETTER…
· Is given in (1 Tim 3:14-15) NLT
· Expected conduct in the house of God

TIMOTHY FACED…
· Problems from false teachers…
· Who spread teaching from the Jewish apocryphal…
· And legends connected with OT genealogies.  

· Pillar = Support for living out truth
· Foundation = Starting point of all knowledge 
· (Prov. 1:7) NLT
· (1 Cor. 3:11) NLT

WITH THIS BRIEF INTRO…

~ STUDY ~

HERE’S WHAT THE  OPENING TEXT SAYS:
	- (1 Timothy 1:1-2) NKJV

HERE’S WHAT WE CAN LEARN: 

IDEA #1 – MENTOR AFFIRMATION: (vv.1-2) NKJV

BIBLE SCHOLARS BELIEVE…
· That Timothy was between 27 – 30-years old…
· When he got this letter from Paul (his mentor). 

TIMOTHY…
· Was watching over and leading the Church in Ephesus…
· And there was a massive amount of cultural influence…
· Which increased questions about how to live out the faith.

· People were confused!

SO… TIMOTHY…
· Had to deal with the needs of a citywide growing church…
· Order within the Church… 
· (which meet in houses for about 200 yrs.).

· And… implement appropriate discipline…
· To sustain Christian order.   
	
POINT BEING… TIMOTHY ( a timid guy with stomach problems)…
· Needed direction & encouragement from his mentor – Paul.

IN (v.2) Paul gives Timothy three pillars of support…
· Which are only found in the pastoral epistles.
· Grace / mercy / & peace.

TIMOTHY NEEDED…
· God’s grace in order to accomplish God’s calling. 

~ STORY ~

I OFTEN SEE PEOPLE…
· Attempting to fulfill the obligations of serving Jesus…
· By using natural strength.


BUT grace is an undeserved blessings from a Holy God. 

LITERALLY…
· God grace is the source of help… giving us what we don’t deserve!

· God in His grace toward us…
· Takes our failures & makes them into moments…
· Of growth for a greater purpose. 

ON THE OTHER HAND…
· Mercy is forgiving the sinner..
· AND withholding the punishment that is justly deserved. 

AND THEN peace.

· First we must have peace with God… thru Jesus Christ.
· Second we get the peace of God… to face everything else.  

PAUL AS TIMOTHY’S SPIRITUAL FATHER…
· And mentor in the faith…
· Knew how important these 3-truths would be…
· To the success of Timothy’s call into ministry. 

~ IN CLOSING ~ 

THE EXPRESSION OF GOD’S LOVE…
· Is unconditional!

BUT…
· Our enjoyment of His love is conditional…
· And depends on our walk with Him in faith & obedience. 

· It’s impossible to enjoy God if we’re walking at odds with Him. 

TONIGHT… IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO TAKE COMMUNION…
· We’re offering it on a self-serve open table down front. 
· Feel free to come forward and enjoy personal time…
· With the Lord before you leave. 

~ LET’S PRAY ~
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