1 Timothy 1:12-20
“Building Blocks of Ministry”

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to the book of (1 Timothy 1:12-20) NLT
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I titled today’s message: “Marching Orders”

~ INTRO ~

NOW…
· When we began studying (1st Timothy)…
· We learned the reason for this letter!
· It teaches us how to conduct ourself in the church.
· (1 Tim 3:15) NLT. 

· This is the purpose of this letter. 

KNOWING THIS…
· Is helpful so we can retain the heart of God in the church.

· Let me give an additional example of this:
· (1 Cor. 14:2-4) (v.20) (v.33) (v.40) NKJV  

NEXT… WE EXPLORED…
· The second set of building blocks…
· Which covered:

a) An exhortation to Timothy don’t quit! (1:3)
b) The way forward is love from a changed life. (1:5)
c) God’s word must be administered…
According to God’s standards! (1:8)

~ STUDY ~

OUR NEXT SET OF BUILDING BLOCKS:
	- (1 Timothy 1:12-20) NLT

HERE’S A FEW THINGS WE CAN LEARN: 

IDEA #1 – NEVER FORGET THIS: (vv.12-14) NLT

YOUR PERSONAL TESTIMONY...
· Of God’s grace!

IN (Col. 1:25) NKJV Paul said…
· “… I became a minister according to the stewardship from God...” 

AND HERE IN (v.13).
· Paul describes himself as a bad man:
 
· Blasphemer – Spoke ill of Jesus
· Persecutor – He put some of God’s people to death
· Insolent man – Lit. rude and arrogant

TAKE NOTE OF THE LESSON.

HE’S TEACHING TIMOTHY & US…
· That God’s Grace overcomes two major problems in our lives :

1) Our sinful past.
2) Our present shortcomings.

HERE’S THE REMINDER (1 Cor. 6:9-11) NKJV 

· Paul describes the past reality… of a “SINFUL LIFE.”
· BUT God…
· Washes / sanctifies / & justifies in Jesus!

SATAN LOVES TO…
· Take our past condemnation & mix it with our current weaknesses.
· He twists our thoughts…
· And distorts our emotions.

BUT…
· We must never forget… God’s overruling power in our lives!
· Timothy was forgetting this. 

IDEA #2 – HOLD TO THE BIG PICTURE: (vv.15-17) NLT

IN THE PREVIOUS VERSES…
· Paul tells us about the abundance of God’s grace.

· He was entrusted with the gospel message.
· He was supernaturally strengthened for advancing the gospel.
· And he was given great success, which came from God.

NOW…
· Timothy and the Church are reminded to stay focused on the big picture:

Three simple truths:

I. Mission = Christ came to save sinners!

(John 3:16-17) 

· One commandment (LOVE) God & fellow man
· One commission (MAKE DISCIPLES)

II. Example = Your personal story of salvation is a testimony of God’s love.

III. Objective = Is… God is glorified over and over again.

IDEA #3 – MINDSET IS EVERYTHING: (vv.18-20) NLT

When I was 20-years old I had a Marine Corp Drill Instructor…
· That would tell us during our PT (physical training)…
· “If you don’t mind it don’t matter” – Keep going!

PAUL…
· Is using a military term here with Timothy.
· And it’s all about helping him…
· To keep his head in the game AND press-on!

TWO ACTIONS ITEMS:

1) Cling to your faith in Christ (v.19) 
· We’ve been saved by grace = God’s part.

2) Keep your conscience clear (v.19)
· Our part deals with staying away from immoral practices.

NOW THE CHAPTER ENDS…
· With a radical example of damage. 

(v.20)…
· Gives us a powerful tool on handling two destructive situations.
· Take note of these things AND never go there – PLEASE!
		
1) Unrepentant sin
2) Open rebellion

BOTH OF THESE SITUATIONS…
· Must be handled swiftly & forcefully!

Hymenaeus = Overturned the faith of weaker believers (2 Tim. 2:16-18) NKJV 
· By teaching heretical concepts… (resurrection had passed).

Alexander = Did harm by resisting the truth… he turned from the Gospel.
·  (2 Tim 4:14-15) NLT  

~ IN CLOSING ~ 

RECOGNIZE…
· That the Christian life is a battlefield…
· AND we’re fighting a real enemy.
· So you don’t get disillusioned in the church!

WHY IS THIS HAPPENING…
· Why is that happening…
· Why are there people problems…
· WHY… WHY… WHY!?!

BECAUSE SATAN…
· Wants to cause problems!
· So get praying for your Pastor / the leaders /and the church. 

DOES THAT MAKE SENSE?

These are your “Marching Orders”

~ LET’S PRAY ~
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