1 Timothy 1:3-11
“Building Blocks of Ministry”

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to the book of (1 Timothy 1:3-11) NLT
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I titled today’s message: “Clear Direction”

~ INTRO ~

NOW LAST WEEK WE DISCOVERED…
· The reason for this letter!
· It teaches us how to conduct ourself in the house of God.

· It’s not an exhaustive list… but there’s a baseline here (1 Tim 3:15) NLT. 

TODAY… WE EXPLORE…
· The next set of building blocks.

~ STUDY ~

HERE’S WHAT THE TEXT SAYS:
	- (1 Timothy 1:3-11) NLT

HERE’S A FEW THINGS WE CAN LEARN: 

IDEA #1 – DON’T QUIT: (v.3) NLT

TIMOTHY…
· Was a young man at this point… (27 – 30) years old.
· He was a passive & non-confrontational guy…
· And apparently… he had some type of a stomach problem. 

HISTORY TELLS US…
· That Paul founded the church in Ephesus around (AD 52)… 
· And now Timothy was taking it over about 13-yrs later (AD 65).

IT WOULD BE SIMILAR…
· To me handing this fellowship over to Justan in the next 3-years. 
· He could do it by the Grace of God…
· But… he may be a little nervous at first!

POINT BEING…
· Timothy is right in the middle of a transition process…
· Of assuming leadership of the church. 

THIS IS THE BACKGROUND IN (v.3).

NOW…
· After Paul left to Macedonia…
· (The northern region where Berea / Thessalonica / & Philippi are).
· He urged Timothy to hold the course in Ephesus. 

“Remain in Ephesus” [PROS-MEN-O]…
· Literally: Continue standing firm & unwavering!

SOUND DOCTRINE…
· Was under attack and someone had to resist it!
· And Timothy was the guy God was using.  

BUT HE WANTED TO QUIT!
· Because of the pressure…
· And Satanic opposition against him.

LOOK AT THIS CHRISTIAN JOB POSTING

Workers Wanted:

Men and women wanted for a difficult task of helping to build the church. 

Job Hazards:

You will often be misunderstood, (even by those working with you). You will face constant attack from an invisible enemy; you may not see the results of your labor, and your full-reward will not come until after all your work is completed and you’re in heaven. This job may cost you your home, your personal ambitions, your friends, your family, and maybe even your life.

(Adapted from Wiersbe Commentary, 2007)

TIMOTHY’S RESPONSE…
· Was no different than ours.
· We all need regular encouragement to keep going!!!

BUT… GANG…
· We must never forget this simple truth:
· The calling of God… comes with the enabling of God! 

WHEN GOD IS FOR US…
· Who can be against us? (Rom. 8:31)

IDEA #2 – THE WAY FORWARD: (vv.4-7) NKJV

IN (v.4) …
· We have an example of people getting caught up…
· In meaningless fascinations…
· That deviate from the main point of the gospel. 

The (NIV) Puts it this way:

“Such things promote controversial speculations 
rather than advancing God’s work—which is by faith.”

THE BIBLE TELLS US…
· Christ came to save people from sin…
· NOT to fascinate us with unnecessary details.

· We’re to recognize & stay away from the meaningless stuff…
· That fascinates our minds… but dulls our faith! 

PAUL...
· Gives Timothy “Clear Direction” on how to move forward!

NOW IN (v.5) (NIV)

“The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith.”
MAYBE WE COULD DIGEST IT BETTER LIKE THIS:

1) Pure heart = It’s only God’s truth that can purify our hearts.

(Ps. 24:3-6) NLT
· Mountain – Mt. Zion in Jerusalem.
· Holy Place – Worshiping God at the Temple.
· Never tell lies – David had done this trying to hide his sin with Bathsheba
· God of Jacob – The transformed manipulating liar (Jacob).

YOU SEE …
· David learned that the secret wasn’t found in his effort…
· But it was given in God’s Grace.

(Ps. 51:10-11) NLT 
	“Create in me a clean heart, O’ God.”  

2) Good conscience = David said, “renew a loyal spirit within me” 

3) Sincere faith = A work of the Spirit… 
· David said, “don’t take your Holy Spirit from me”

READ (vv.6-7)

IDEA #3 – HOLD TO GOD’S STANDARD: (vv.8-11) NKJV

TIMOTHY…
· Was to understand who the law was for…
· And how to administer the words of faith to the church. 

LET ME SHOW YOU AN O.T. EXAMPLE:

(2 Kings 5:9-16) NLT
· Naaman the Syrian Army Commander
a) Steps of faith must be taken in order to receive the promises of God.

b) Watch out for wrong expectations & mystical formulas.

c) Follow God in obedience even when it seems foolish in the natural.

~ IN CLOSING ~ 

TIMOTHY WAS TO STAY PUT IN EPHESUS & NOT QUIT!
· He was to resist those bringing forth false teaching.
· AND… he was to understand the right use of the law.

~ LET’S PRAY ~
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