1 Timothy 2:1
“Building Blocks of Ministry”

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to the book of (1 Timothy 2:1) NLT
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I titled today’s message: “How Will You Respond?”

~ INTRO ~

NOW…
· When we began studying (1st Timothy)…
· We learned the reason for this letter!
· It teaches us how to conduct ourself in the church.
· (1 Tim 3:15) NLT. 

· This is the purpose of the letter. 

TONIGHT… WE EXPLORE…
· The fourth set of building blocks…
· Which begins to cover two areas of pastoral ministry:

1) Establishing the church
2) Maintaining church order 

IN VERSES (vv.1-7)…
· We’re looking at prayer…
· Which frees people to respond the Gospel message…
· AND… establishes the Church.  

A.W. TOZER – God Tells the Man Who Cares (Chp. #13)

“… Prayer is the first lesson the preacher must learn, if he is to preach fruitfully. Yet, prayer is the hardest thing he will ever be called upon to do, and being human, it is the one act he will be tempted to do less frequently than any other. He must set his heart to conquer by prayer, and that will mean he must first conquer his own flesh. For it is the flesh that hinders his prayers.”  

~ STUDY ~

HERE’S WHAT OUR TEXT SAYS:
	- (1 Timothy 2:1) NLT

HERE’S A FEW THINGS WE CAN LEARN: 

IDEA #1 – URGENCY OF PRAYER: (v.1) NLT

AS WE AGE IN OUR LIVES…
· There are moments when we’re tempted…
· To take for granite basic truths about Jesus & the Church. 

WHEN THE CHURCH WAS BIRTHED…
· In the Book of Acts…
· We read how the Christian had an impact…
· On their communities…

FOR EXAMPLE (Acts 17:6) tells us…
· That Paul & Silas’s message about Jesus…
· Was spreading and “… turning the world upside down…” 
· Everywhere they went.

· Prayer and the preaching of the word…
· Was how they impacted the cities they visited!

BUT…
· Why aren’t the same results happening now?

IN A NEW BOOK I’M READING…
· “Is Atheism Dead” by Eric Metaxas…
· In the opening chapter he says… 

Men have forgotten God! That’s why our country is in its current condition.

HERE IN (v.1)…
· Paul tells us that God’s will is for his Church to pray for ALL PEOPLE!

THEN HE LAYS OUT…
· FOUR WAYS the church is to advance the mission…
· In all cultures AND all times:

1) Supplications (dah – ay – sis)
· Prayer that implores God’s aid in a particular matter – specific.
· A particular request… 
· Clearly identifying the need / time / & person.  

I LOVE TO POINT TO…
· (Isa. 37:21) NLT
· Because Hezekiah prayed he saw victory…
· In an impossible situation! 

GOD SO LOVES FOR US TO ASK…
· (Matt. 7:7) NLT 

(Isa 65:1) NLT
“I was ready to respond, but no one asked for help. I was ready to be found, but no one was looking for Me. I said, ‘Here I am, here I am!’ to a nation that did not call on My name.”     

2) Prayer (pros – oo – hay)
· Calling upon God in a general way… In this case it is for people. 

WHO ARE THE PEOPLE IN YOUR LIFE…
· That you regularly interact with?
· Those are the ones to prayer for as you think about them.

FOR ME…
· It’s people at the car wash / gym / neighbors / Spartan / etc.
· And when I get a chance to speak to them…
· I just put a stone in their shoe…
· I’m not trying to have the salvation conversation…
· In every interaction with them. 

3) Intercessions (en-too-k-sis)

(Vines Bible Dictionary)… SAYS…

THIS IS A TECHNICAL TERM…
· For approaching a king… 
· It’s a formal request by one or many people for a particular cause. 
· It’s seeking the presence & hearing of God for others. 
· (i.e. praying for their salvation).

WOULD YOU JOIN US…
· At Thursday prayer with a specific name to ask for salvation?

4) Giving thanks (you-har-iss-tee-ah)
· Giving thanks to God IN an act of worship

(Ps. 107)  says this (5x’s)…
· “Oh that men would give thanks to the Lord…”

~ IN CLOSING ~ 

JEREMIAH TOLD THE NATION OF ISRAEL…
· When they were in captivity to pray to God for the peace of the nation…
· So they too would have peace. 

TONIGHT AS WE LEARN THE HEAT OF GOD…
· And how eager He is to answer prayers…
· Why don’t we begin asking Him to change the godless leaders…
· Of our country? 

· That way… we might find our peace once again.

~ LET’S PRAY ~
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