1 Timothy 2:2-6
“Building Blocks of Ministry”

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to the book of (1 Timothy 2:2-6) NLT
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I titled today’s message: “Don’t Be A Renegade”

~ INTRO ~

OK…
· As a reminded once again… (1st Timothy)…
· Teaches us how to conduct ourself in the church – 
· Which is the house of God (1 Tim 3:15) NLT. 

AND I HOPE…
· Along the way you’ve found these studies helpful…
· To your spiritual growth and walk with Jesus. 

SO FAR…
· Here’s a snapshot of what we’ve covered in (1 Timothy).

THE BOOKED OPENED WITH…
· Paul expressing his support for Timothy (1:1-2)…
· Thru a simple mentoring relationship.
· As an older-believer poured into a younger-believer. 

NEXT…
· We discovered practical ways Paul mentored Timothy thru difficulty.
· He encouraged Timothy in three veins of support (1:3-11):

1) Don’t quit 
2) He pointed out the way to move forward
3) He warned Timothy never leave God’s standards

THEN… (Chp. #1) CLOSED…
· By interlacing both method AND mindset together (1:12-20):

1) We shouldn’t forget our personal testimony.
2) We should beware of the big picture – Gospel
3) We should keep a healthy mindset. 

FINALLY… ON TO (Chp. #2)…
· Which opened with a core message about prayer (2:1).

We saw FOUR ways the Christian is to pray:

1) Supplications
· Specific prayers that implore Gods aid in a particular matter.

2) Prayer
· Calling upon God in a general way for others. 

3) Intercession

A TECHNICAL TERM…
· For approaching a king… 
· (i.e.) make a formal request for another person’s salvation.

4) Giving thanks
· Thanking God IN an act of worship.

~ STUDY ~

TONIGHT…
· We put these instructions into action!

IN VERSES (vv.2-6)…
· We’re looking at using prayer…
· For freeing people to respond to the Gospel message. 

· It’s ongoing… congregation-wide prayer… for the salvation…
· And well-being of others – including those opposed to the Church!

HERE’S WHAT OUR TEXT SAYS:
	- (1 Timothy 2:2-6) NLT

HERE’S A FEW THINGS WE CAN LEARN: 

IDEA #1 – HOW TO PRAY:

PAUL…
· Learned God’s purpose in allowing struggles…
· And many times it boils down to drawing us into prayer.  

IN TIMES OF CRISIS…
· Paul was a man that learned how to embrace…
· Two powerful gifts as a follower of Jesus:

a) The empowering of the Holy Spirit (giving agape love).
b) Access to the Father thru prayer (moving mountains).

[Excerpt: Swindoll’s Commentary, 2014]

… The church has been faithful to pray for its pagan leaders, even during times of terrible persecution. Take note of these quotes from church fathers:

I. “Whence to God alone we render worship, but in other things we gladly serve you, acknowledging you as kings and rulers of men, and praying that with your kingly power you be found to possess also sound judgment.”

Justin Martyr, AD 110–165, written to Emperor Antoninus Pius, and also addressed to “Verissimus the Philosopher,” a.k.a. Marcus Aurelius – killed Christians), under whom Justin suffered martyrdom.

II. Without ceasing, for all our emperors we offer prayer. We pray for life prolonged; for security to the empire; for protection to the imperial house; for brave armies, a faithful senate, a virtuous people, whatever, as man or Caesar, an emperor would wish.

Tertullian, AD 160–225, written during the reign of Septimius Severus, a brutal persecutor of Christians

[End Excerpt]

LET’S START WITH PERSONAL PRAYER…
· That moves into prayer under the power of the Holy Spirit. 

*GOAL IS YOUR GROWTH

IN (Matt. 6:5-13) NLT
· Jesus provides some simple do’s & don’ts when praying: 

1) Don’t be a hypocrite (v.5) – all show no go.
2) Be discrete & genuine (v.6) – authenticity be real with God.
3) Don’t ramble by using meaningless words (v.7).
4) Don’t copy others… use your own words (v.8)

HERE’S WHAT WE’RE TO REMEMBER:

a) Prayer starts with a relationship NOT religion (v.9)
b) Requests begin with God’s will (v.10)
c) Pray for nourishment for both body & spirit (v.11-12)
d) Pray for deliverance from things that trip us up (v.13)

NOW 1-YEAR…
· After this event in Matthew…
· The disciples get a refresher course in (Luke 11:1-13)…
· Covering the same content Jesus taught them here.

POINT BEING…
· We need to review the basics of prayer…
· So we can stay effective! 

IDEA #2 – WHY WE PRAY: (vv.2-6) NLT

AT (v.2)…
· There’s TWO keys words in the original text…
· That unlock the core meaning here:

Quiet & Peaceable life = NKJV
· The idea is free from disturbances: 
· 1st  from without (AND) 2nd from within. 

LET’S SEE THIS IN ACTION… FLIP TO (Jer. 29:4-7) NLT
· God’s people had been exiled to Babylon physically…
· In like manner… the Last Days have arrived for the Church…
· And we’re living in an age of deception.  

NOW… HERE’S THE OVERCOMING PRINCIPALS…
· Seen in Jeremiah & applied in the Epistles for the Church. 

THESE ARE PRACTICAL HELPS: (vv.5-6)

a) Build houses & dwell in them…
· (Jude 20) Building yourselves up on your most holy faith…

b) Plant gardens…
· God wants us to enjoy the fruit of the Spirit in our lives! 

c) Get married…
· Walk in the joys of the Lord… Marriage…
· (Mal. 2:11) The Lords Holy institution which He loves…

d) Help your kids get married – focus on building your family…
(Passing on the heritage of Godly life)

~ IN CLOSING ~ 

- The Lord wants the Church to be fruitful…
· During the Last Days Struggles 
· AND overcome evil with good – prayer(1 Timothy 2:2).

DOES THAT MAKE SENSE?

~ LET’S PRAY ~
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