1 Timothy 2:8-15
“Building Blocks of Ministry”

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to the book of (1 Timothy 2:8-15) NKJV
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I titled today’s message: “From Prayer to Church Order”

~ INTRO ~

OK… LAST TIME…
· We learned about TWO personal benefit…
· When we pray for those in authority.

Quiet & Peaceable life = NKJV
· The idea is… to free US from disturbances: 
· 1st  from without... (circumstances)
· 2nd from within... (anxiety)

WE ALSO NOTED IN (Jer. 29:7) NLT
· Where God told His people in exile…
· To work for the peace & prosperity of the city…
· And to pray for its welfare.

FINALLY…
· The FOUR ways Christian are to seek the welfare…
· Of our cities and with our leaders – PRAYER!

1) Supplications
· Specific prayers that implore Gods aid in a particular matter.
· (Food shortage / supply chain issues / parental rights at schools) 

2) Prayer
· Calling upon God in a general way for others.
· (Wisdom for the vaccine issue – what to do?) 

3) Intercession
· A formal request for another person… (think salvation).

Consider (Proverbs 21:1) NLT
“The kings heart is like a stream of water directed by the Lord;
He guides it wherever He pleases.”

POINT BEING…
· The Church is a powerful force on earth to change the direction…
· Of people, leaders, and nations…
· As God’s will is done on earth as it is in heaven!

4) Giving thanks
· An act of worship.
· (Ps. 107) the people cried out in trouble and God helped them…
· Which resulted in moments of thanksgiving.

~ STUDY ~

HERE’S WHAT OUR TEXT SAYS:
	- (1 Timothy 2:8-15) NKJV

HERE’S A FEW THINGS WE CAN LEARN: 

IDEA #1 – DEEPER ISSUES: (vv.8-15) NKJV

OK…
· We have one idea “Deeper Issues”…
· That is going to spill into two different arenas. 

CHURCH UNITY…
· Is important to understand at the local fellowship-level.

· We know unity does NOT mean uniformity…
· And we know equal does NOT mean identical.

GOD CREATED HUMANITY…
· Male & Female to enhance the qualities of each other. 
· Not to devalue (one or the other) into a subservient position!

NOW…
· The context of what we’re looking at in (1 Tim 2)…
· Is public worship service…
· AND the subject is aimed at the topic of prayer. 

*CHURCH…
- Don’t forget the 20/20-Rule I’ve taught you.

· When it comes to recognizing the context of a passage…
· We use 20-verse before & 20-verses after to gain context.

SO… VIEWING…
· This next section of scripture in this light…
· Removes the fallacy…
· That this text… IS no longer valid in modern culture. 

NOT TRUE!
· The scripture is relevant for the Church in all places and all times!

ALRIGHT: (vv.8-15)

a) Men in the church (v.8)

i. Responsible for leading congregation in prayer
· Men are to set the pace & be the example. 
· Men are to pray & teach others to pray (everywhere).

ii. Holy hands… is the KEY
· It’s not body position, BUT purity of life…
· So the prayers are NOT hindered – i.e. (1 Peter 3:7).

AND THIS IS WHAT’S APPLIED…
· As Paul moves into addressing the women (purity of life).

NOW…
· The remaining verses have often been a source of great confusion!

BUT THE DON’T NEED TO BE…
· When we realize that in order to pray effectively we need clean lives!
· These are the “holy hands” mentioned in (v.8). 

HERE’S WHAT HE COVERS:

b) Women in the church (vv.9-15)…
· Two topics: Beauty & behavior for Christian women. 

(vv.9-10) BEAUTY… clean lives from (v.8).

Modest apparel = Proper OR orderly clothing in public. 
	
· Caution: This does not mean fashion-less!
· (No makeup / long dress / hair in a bun / etc.)

Propriety = Modesty… things that do NOT sexually arouse men…
· Because nothing is hidden… it’s all on display!

· Our world says, “if you got it flaunt it.” – BAD ADVICE!

Moderation = Discreet OR restrained

STAY AWAY FROM EXCESSIVE VANITY…
· With over the top accessorizing (v.9-b). 

PLEASE REMEMBER…
· The broad context here has to do with…
· Clean lives for prayer…
· And the responsibility of men to lead this effort…
· Within the local Church. 

OK… THE FINAL VERSES: (vv.11-15) 
· Moves from beauty (external) to behavior (internal motivation)…

- (v.11) Paul gives three instructions

- (v.12) He amplifies them 

- (vv.13-15) He explains them according to Gods design

THE PHRASE “learn in silence” (v.11)…
· Has the idea of remaining mentally calm.

THINK…
· Civility / polite / courteous…
· Not rude / not aggressive /& not unruly.

(v.12) 
- Our culture has changed in the last 50-yrs for women:

· Domestic roles – expanded into marketplace & jobs. 
· Business opportunities – executives / corporate leaders.
· Church leaders – in all context except pastor OR elder. 
 
AND THIS IS THE SCOPE ADDRESSED HERE…
· God has ordained that men should lead the church…
· Just as men are supposed to lead the home. 

TWO AREAS…
· Men are failing in today!

YET…
· Paul’s instruction for the Church in all ages…
· Is to understand the basic concepts of God’s created order.

AND THE FINAL VERSES… (vv.13-15) 
· Underscore the acceptance of God’s created order.  

~ LET’S PRAY ~
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