2 Peter 1:1-11
“Last Days Struggles”

~ READ TEXT ~

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to the book of (2 Peter 1:1-11)
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I’ve titled todays message: “Be Faithful In The Day of Apostasy”

~ INTRO ~

Apostasy from the Greek word (Apo-sta-sia) and means:

1) Defiance to an established system.
2) Rebellion to faith OR a breach in faith. 
3) A technical term for defection.

PETER… 
· Was death-bed writing to warn believers of the coming flood of error…
· That would sweep over the church!

· We can also read about it in (Rev. 3:14-19) NKJV…
· At the church of Laodicea.
	
· That… in the last segment of God’s redemptive plan…
· The church would be lukewarm & ruled by the will of man!
· And… as a result… there would be much apostasy!

SO… AS WE BEGIN THIS STUDY… in (2 Peter)…
· Let me make a distinction between the content in (1st Peter)…
· Which dealt with external conditions of Christian suffering:

a) Brought on by government officials.
b) Pressure from a hostile culture.

NOT SO… IN (2nd Peter)!
· It’s a totally different topic being covered.

a) False doctrine...
b) AND moral compromise IN the church!

SO… PETER…
· Writes this rapid-fire letter around (AD 66-67)…
· About the deteriorating conditions within the church. 

~ STUDY ~

HERE’S WHAT OUR TEXT SAYS:
	- Read (2 Peter 1:1-4) NLT

HERE’S WHAT WE CAN UNDERSTAND:

IDEA #1 – POURED OUT FOR YOU: (vv.1-2) NLT

WHENEVER WE EXAMINE THE SCRIPTURES…
· The right starting place is always in Jesus. 

FOR IT IS THE GRACE OF GOD…
· That enables us to receive the promises of God!

AND IN 1st CENTURY CHRISTIANITY…
· (Just like we see today)…
· There are those who profess to know God…
· But deny Him with their life (Titus 1:16) NLT.

THIS IS EXACTLY WHAT PETER WRITES ABOUT!
· Warning… that there are people who profess to be Christians…
· But by their beliefs & life practices… it shows they’re NOT!

SO… WHAT PETER STARTS WITH…
· Is a good old fashion lesson on what a Christian is!
· Literally… a person who is surrendered to Christ… (slave)
· And is following Christ… (service / fruit). 

(v.2-b) NKJV
· Knowledge (epi-gnosis)
· This is referred to as an intimate knowledge OR heart knowledge.
· Flip to (Luke 24:31) NKJV

LISTEN… THE TELL-TALE SIGN…
· That a person has responded to Christ…
· Is evidenced in surrender & participation in truth by faith!

IDEA #2 – NEW NATURE GIVEN: (vv.3-4) NLT

GOD GIVES US…
· A new nature… BUT it’s up to us (individually) to develop it. 

A CHRISTIAN…
· Has been forgiven of ALL their sins...
· We’ve got a fresh starts in Christ with new desires!

SO… SOME OF THE FIRST LESSONS TO GRASPS…
· Comes from the promises of Christ…
· And what the Christian life looks like!
· (This is where discipleship is extremely helpful).  

*Walking an aisle OR raising your hand does not make you a Christian!
	- Surrendering to Christ makes you a Christian!

POINT BEING…
· Individually we have to get to know Jesus!
· Or all of this is just religion… which is useless!!!

IDEA #3 – NEW NATURE DEVELOPED: (vv.5-11)

IN THESE NEXT SEVERAL VERSES…
· We get to the meat of the opening subject. 

PETER…
· Lists out Seven Qualities for a Christian to develop: NKJV

AND PERHAPS…
· The astonishing thing is… 
· Peter pens his words from a mathematical perspective!

MEANING… 
· When each of these seven traits are added up… 
· There’s ONLY one conclusion you can come away with!

OK… (v.5) “ADD to your faith”
	
- Here are building blocks to help us grow in the right way.

7 - TRAITS TO GROW IN: (vv.5-7) NKJV 

1) Virtue = This is not simple chastity…
· (staying away from sexual immorality)…
· Rather this is like the valor of a soldier…
· Who is courageous in the face of danger!

c.p. (Matt 10:33) deny me before men

2) Knowledge = A growing understanding of spiritual realities…
· And how to live in, but not be of this world.
 
3) Self-control = The idea is… NOT giving into bad habits that erode faith…
· Either in practices of forbidden pleasure. 

4) Perseverance = The idea is… being able to endure situations without 
· Giving up / complaining … even when the situation is unfair. 

5) Godliness = God likeness, which shows brotherly kindness even in a bad 
· Situation like betrayal… (Matt 26:50) “Friend”

6) Brotherly kindness = Consideration for all who belong to Christ.

7) Love = Full expression of faith (Gal. 5:22) & (1 Cor 13:8) love never fails!!! 

NOW…
· At the end of this mathematical list…
· Peter gives a pointed “sum” (vv.8-9) NKJV & NLT

FOLKS…
· Make sure you understand what Peter is saying here.

THE IDLE (or) INACTIVE Christian…
· Is opening the door to apostasy & abusing the Grace of God…
· Being offered in Christ. 

~ IN CLOSING ~

PETER CONCLUDES…
· In (v.10) NLT by saying…
· There’s NO reason to believe that someone is a Christian…
· Unless he’s characterized by faith in Jesus Christ.

(2 Cor. 13:5) NLT

~ LET’S PRAY ~
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