2 Peter 1:12-21
“Last Days Struggles”

~ READ TEXT ~

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to the book of (2 Peter 1:12-21)
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I’ve titled todays message: “Remember the Scripture”

~ INTRO ~

LAST WEEK…
· We learned there are Seven Traits… in (vv.5-7)…
· That Christian’s should focus on…	
· While maturing / growing in the faith.

· Just like an athlete we’re to exercise ourselves toward godliness…
· With an active-faith in Jesus… (1 Tim 4:7-8)…
· Which overcomes sin AND the work of Satan (1 John 5:4).

SO… FROM A FIRST HAND PERSPECTIVE…
· Peter wrote about the need to guard against Apostasy!
· Which shows up… as a slow departure from faith.

· It’s the little compromises that settle in…
· To our beliefs & daily routines of life. 

WE FORGET… THAT WHEN TEMPTATION HITS US…
· Satan is the one trying to divert us away from God. 
· “Did God really say…” (Gen. 3:1-b).

· AND he tries to seduce our weakness into compromise.
· That’s temptation – c.p. (James 1:14-16) NKJV

BUT…
· Knowing God’s truth… allows us to detect Satan’s intrusions!
· AND living out God’s truth… 
· Allows us to walk in power to defeat apostasy!

~ STUDY ~

HERE’S WHAT OUR TEXT SAYS:
	- Read (2 Peter 1:12-21) NLT

HERE’S THREE THINGS WE CAN UNDERSTAND:

IDEA #1 – REMINDERS: (vv.12-15) NLT

IN ORDER TO CATCH THE FLOW OF THIS PASSAGE…
· We have to back up to (v.10).

· Peter is REMINDING us… to build ourself up IN the faith.
· So we don’t stumble OR fall away. 

WE MUST…
· Keep our eyes on the target (Philp. 3:12-16) NLT

SO MANY CHRISTIANS MAKE GREAT STRIDES IN THE FAITH…
	- But then go backwards once the awareness of God is lost!

CHURCH…
· You we will NOT always “feel” God’s presence!
· YET… God has promised never to leave us OR forsake us.

SO WE HAVE TO STAND ON GOD’S WORD BY FAITH!

DOES THAT MAKE SENSE?

PETER…
· Knew from personal experience…
· That it takes a lifetime to develop a mature faith!

AND… HE WAS COMMITTED TO REMINDING THE CHURCH…
· (2 Peter 3:1) NKJV 

IDEA #2 – HIS OVERSHADOWING GLORY: (vv.16-18) NLT

NOW IN A TECHNICAL SENSE…
· Peter is referring to the events of the Transfiguration of Christ…
· As seen in (Matt. 17:1-6) / (Mark 9) / (Luke 9)

MANY OF YOU ARE ATTENDING…
· Small group studies where we just started (1 John) this week.	
· John mentions the same truth about Christ in a different scene.

READ (1 John 1:1-4) NKJV

THIS MORNING…
· I want to make sure you capture some practical application.

APPLICATION:

	#1) (Luke 7:19-23) NKJV

JOHN “THE BAPTIZERS”… MINISTRY WAS COMING TO A CLOSE…
· And he was in jail here.

· Perhaps John had an expectation that Jesus would deliver him!?!
· BUT Jesus didn’t… he only stirred up John’s faith…
· By telling him the prophecies that were being fulfilled…
· In the moment.  

#2) (John 20:24-29) NKJV

DOUBTING THOMAS…
· Needed a reminder to continue in faith…
· When he lost sight of Jesus physically. 

· AND Jesus calls US to believe in Him…
·  When we can’t see Him
· When we can’t feel Him
· When we don’t understand what He’s doing 

*PERSONAL STORY

· Last Saturday (Sept. 18, 2021)…
· I suffered a serious injury in my right arm at BJJ class.
· My tendon was snapped in half & my bicep blewn out. 

ON THE WAY HOME THAT FROM CLASS…
· I wrestled before the Lord with why this happened?

This had the potential to be a lifelong injury.
· And that morning I had prayed for protection in class!

HOPELESSNESS FLOODED MY MIND!!!
· From (Sept. 18th thru the 24th) I was in a mental cycle with no hope.   

THEN FRIDAY (Sept. 24th)…
· I had an MRI…
· And the results showed glimmers of GRACE.

· My snapped tendon had a 13mm stub still attached to the bone….
· And the MRI showed no nerve / muscle / OR cartilage damage. 

NOW TOMORROW MORNING… (Monday Sept. 27, 2021)
· I have a 5-hr surgery to repair the tendon.

AND HERE’S… WHAT I’VE LEARNED ALONG THIS SHORT JOURNEY…
· God’s overshadowing glory…
· Is working for me even though I couldn’t hear Him. 

· My disappointment was real…
· But so was his grip of grace on my life!

THIS LEADS US TO THE FINAL IDEA…

IDEA #3 – GOD IS SPEAKING: (vv.19-21) NLT

READ (vv.19-21) NLT

LAST WEEK…
· In (v.2) we learned about… “Knowledge” (epi-gnosis)
· An intimate knowledge OR heart knowledge.

PETER SAYS…
· That his experience of walking with Jesus…
· Produced a greater confidence in God’s word. 

SO TOO…
· As we walk with Jesus in our daily routines of life…
· We will find a growing confidence in God’s word!

~ IN CLOSING ~

WHEN LIFE’S SITUATIONS…
· Collide with OUR expectations…
· We must remember that God’s purpose shines even brighter!

AND PETER…
· Wants the Church to know…
· That we MUST continue to pay close attention…
· To the pure word of God.

BECAUSE…

“… faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” 
	(Rom. 10:17) NKJV

~ LET’S PRAY ~
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