2 Peter 2:1-3
“Last Days Struggles”

~ READ TEXT ~

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to the book of (2 Peter 2:1-3)
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I’ve titled todays message: “Don’t Get Derailed”

~ INTRO ~

LAST WEEK…
· We cut our time short…
· And didn’t cover the last few verses in chapter #1. 

SO… LET’S BACK TRACK…
· For a moment.

OK…
· These final verses are easily understood in the NLT. 

READ (vv.19-21) NLT

AT THE BEGINNING OF THE CHAPTER…
· We learned about “Knowledge” (epi-gnosis) – (v.2).
· That heart knowledge OR intimate knowledge of Christ.
· The knowledge that connect knowing Christ…
· With living for Christ – It’s an ACTIVE faith!

SO… HERE… IN THE FINAL VERSES OF (CHP. #1)…
· Peter says his experience of walking with Jesus (Mt. of Transfiguration)
· Produced a greater confidence in God’s word. 

POINT BEING…
· As we walk with Jesus…
· Ought to produce a growing confidence in His word.
· Because we have a heart / intimate knowledge of Him. 

AND… WHEN THE SUFFERING OF LIFE…
· Collides with our human experiences…
· We learn to trust God even when it doesn’t make sense!
· We retain a biblical perspective beyond passing circumstances.

IN OTHER WORDS…
“… faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” 
	(Rom. 10:17) NKJV

NOW…
· Chapter #2… takes us into things that derail biblical faith. 

~ STUDY ~

HERE’S WHAT OUR TEXT SAYS:
	- Read (2 Peter 2:1-3) NLT

HERE’S A FEW THINGS WE CAN UNDERSTAND:

IDEA #1 – A REAL THREAT: (v.1) NLT

O.T. ISRAEL EXPERIENCED FALSE PROPHETS…
-  e.g. Hananiah in (Jer. 28:1-9) NLT 

THIS TYPE OF NON-SENSE…
· Shows up in the church today…
· And false prophets & false teachers are having an impact…
· Upon this Country in real time!

RECENT EXAMPLES…
· Include President Trumps re-election attempt. 

THE POPULAR PROSPERITY TEACHER & Self-proclaimed PROPHET…
· Paula White-Cain…
· Who has been Trumps spiritual advisor for more than a decade.
· She prophesied Trump would win a second term. 

[Article Link:  2021 False Prophets ]

NOW CHURCH…
· Based on the Biblical understanding you gained this morning…
· (Jer. 28:9) NLT what kind of a teacher / prophet is this?
· FALSE!!!

YET… THESE SUPPOSED PROPHETS & PROPHECIES…
· Have added to OUR national mayhem by instigating naïve Christians!  

IN (2 Peter 2)…
· Peter’s pulling off the kids gloves AND he calls out the false teachers…
· Who are gathering crowds to push false prophecies…
· To support false narratives…
· And to trap well-meaning people in a false faith!

THIS CHAPTER…
· Gives us a few identifying markers…
· To alert faithful followers…
· Of the “type of dangers” false teachers bring.  

FOLKS THIS IS NOT MEANT…
· To be an all-inclusive list…
· But rather a biblical marker to test ALL teachers against. 

FIRST… (v.1)
· The term “heresy” comes directly from the Greek…
· And conveys the idea: 
· Making a choice for a different opinion.

HERETICS OFFER…
· Attractive alternatives to truth… 
· By playing on emotions!
﻿
IDEA #2 – POPULAR BELIEFS: (v.2) NLT

FALSE TEACHERS…
· Are often popular because they bring a message…
· With three distinct traits: 

1) It’s easy to digest – non offensive.
2) Comfortable – no change is needed in your life.
3) Popular – trendy OR well accepted.

Five Tricks:

1) They use the same “words” as Christians, but with different meanings.
2) They present opinions contrary to historical faith.
3) They discredit genuine Christianity as being outdated OR legalistic.
4) Their lives are filled with immorality.
5) Because of greed… money is a common theme of their discussion.

﻿~ Warren Wiersbe wrote ~ 

“… false teachers use [Christian] vocabulary, but they do not use our dictionary.” They talk about “sin,” “salvation,” “inspiration,” “God,” “Jesus Christ,” and “resurrection”—but they don’t mean what the Bible means by these terms. 

Sin may be simply failing to [achieve] our human potential. 

Salvation might mean… psychological well-being. 

Scripture is inspired in the same way great poetry or literature is “inspired.” 

God is… seen as our personal higher power… a reality beyond ourselves. 

Jesus Christ is viewed as a great moral teacher…
· A symbol for the highest human potential.

Resurrection is a metaphor for keeping Jesus alive …
· [By] observing His teachings and following His ethics. 

False teachers rethink and redefine terms [by encouraging people] … to question long-standing doctrines.

THE IMPLICATIONS TO CHRISTIANITY…
· (v.2) “the way of truth is will be slandered.”

IDEA #3 – MOTIVATION & METHOD(s): (v.3) NLT


SO FAR…
· We’ve seen discernable problems that are only remedied…
· By knowing the word of God!

FALSE TEACHERS / FALSE PROPHETS…

(1) Denying church practices.
(2) Forget sound doctrine (beliefs).
(3) Turn away from historical faith.

THEIR CORE MOTIVATION…
· READ (v.3)…  why they do what they do… IS driven by greed. 

(1 Tim 6:10) NLT
“For the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil. And some people, craving money, have wandered from the true faith and pierced themselves with many sorrows.”   

AND THEIR METHODS
· Are discoverable because their messages hover on money.

~ IN CLOSING ~

(Hosea 10:1-5) NLT 

MAY WE BE CAUTIOUS IN OUR LIVES!
· May we stay anchored in the love of Christ by abiding in His word!

· May we take seriously the seductive power of riches.

· May we not leave the house of God for a den of idols.

Let’s take communion this morning…
 
· And ask God to give us greater discernment.
· And ask God to deliver more people from false teaching.
· And ask for an opportunity to help someone struggling in the faith.
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