2 Peter 2:12-22
“Last Days Struggles”

~ READ TEXT ~

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to the book of (2 Peter 2:12-22) NLT
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I’ve titled todays message: “Avoid Being Derailed”

~ INTRO ~

AS WE CONTINUE…
· Looking into (2 Peter)…
· Let’s remember Peter opened this epistle…
· With encouragement for the believer…
· To stay actively grounded in the scriptures!

THEMATICALLY…
· He pictures Last Days Struggles…
· With the spread of apostasy…
· In and around the church. 

SO… PETER…
· Moved thru (Chp. #1) with a focus on spiritual-growth…
· By maintaining an intimate relationship with Christ…
· (epi-gnosis).

THEN AT THE BEGINNING OF (Chp. #2) …
· We saw O.T. examples…
· Of destruction being administered by God.

AND… TODAY…
· Peter continues to paint a dark & negative backdrop….
· Labeling false teachers as “brute beasts” with savage appetites…

· So the church is NOT carried away…
· By being naïve!

~ STUDY ~

HERE’S WHAT OUR TEXT SAYS:
	- Read (2 Peter 2:12-22) NLT

HERE’S A FEW THINGS TO UNDERSTAND:

FIRST… THE BIG IDEA IS…
· Recognizing the marks of a false teacher…
· So we can Avoid Being Derailed in the Faith. 

AND HEADS UP CHURCH…
· These “false teachers”…
· Are found in BOTH the pulpit & the pew alike!!!

NOW… JESUS SAID… (Matt. 7:15-16 & 20) NLT 
“Beware of false prophets who come disguised as harmless sheep, but are really vicious wolves. You can identify them by their fruit, that is, the way they act. 

(v.20) “Yes, just as you can identify a tree by its fruit, so you can identify people by their actions.” 

IDEA #1 – SIX IDENTIFYING MARKS:

Recognizing BAD character traits allows believers to see thru the shenanigans!
· And the best indicator of a fraud is what the person does with sin.

HERE’S AN EXAMPLE:
· Is the person dismissive of sin… by embracing it? (Jer. 7:9-10) NIV

· Or does the person grieve and forsake it? (2 Cor. 7:10-11) NLT

ATTITUDE IS EVERYTHING!

Six Identifying Marks:

1) They speak evil of things they don’t understand (v.12)
· They criticize the Bible.

Consider how critical scholars cast doubt on the infallible word of God.

2) They openly indulge in evil pleasures (v.13)
· Bad behavior is openly practiced… there’s no shame!
· They abuse the death & grace of Christ by remaining IN sin! 

IN (Jer. 8:8-12)…
	- God dealt with the False prophets…
· But before that in (Jer. 6:10-15) NLT he spoke to the people…
· About settling into sin! 

3) They delight in deception (v.13)
· Their very presence mares the Lord supper…
· Because of unrepentant sin!

4) They commit adultery with their eyes (v.14)
· The idea is thinking & looking for someone to have an affair with.

5) They entice unstable souls (v.14) NKJV
· By twisting scripture to condone sinful practices.

6) They lure others to join them in sin = “covetous practices” (v.14)
· The idea is being schooled in the art of seduction.
· Scholars say the context here indicates this is sexual pursuit.

POINT BEING…
· The body of believers MUST be able to discern the difference…
· Between where God’s grace is saving someone in Jesus…
· And those who are abusing the grace of Jesus!

IDEA #2 – FOUR RESULTS OF THESE MARKS:

1) They forsake the way of truth (v.15)

2) They pretend obedience, while being a slave to wrongful-gain (v.15)
Balaam – “loved to earn money while doing wrong”

3) They don’t have the Holy Spirit (v.17)
· And their self-deception is evident…
· Because they don’t add any fruit to the body.
· (Service, sacrifice, contribution.)   

4) Their conversation gives them away (v.18)…
· Because it LACKS any spiritual substance.
· (It’s annoyingly self-indulgent!)

Balaam keep moving against God until he was in the crosshairs of death.
· So too… these people won’t change directions until they’re caught…
· And even then they’re NOT repentant – i.e. (Joshua 7:19) Achan.

(1 Tim. 4:2) NLT 
“These people are hypocrites and liars, and their consciences are dead.” 

IDEA #3 – PERSONAL CONSIDERATION:

IN WHAT IS KNOWN AS THE OLIVET DISCOURSE…
· Jesus foretells the future to His followers – (Luke 21:5-36) NLT

JESUS GIVES…
·  5-lessons of what to avoid at the end of the age:

1) Don’t believe everything you hear (v.8)
· (Isa. 7:11-12) NLT

2) Don’t panic about the news (v.9)
· (Mark 4:40) NLT

3) Don’t stress about hostile conditions (vv.12-19) 
· Goal: (Matt 6:33) NLT
· Results: By standing firm, you will win your souls (v.19)

4) Don’t be dulled by careless choices (v.34-a) NLT

WHY? 
· Because the lure of success in this life has caused many…
· To depart from the faith (Matt. 13:22) NLT 

5) Don’t be caught off guard (v.34-b) NLT
· In other words, don’t be that person…
· Who doesn’t take truth seriously (Luke 12:39-40) NLT

PETER TEACHES THE CHURCH…
· How to remain secure during an age of apostacy.

YET HE SAYS…
· Some will have the appearance of being right with Jesus…
· But their heart is not surrendered to Christ! 

~ IN CLOSING ~

IS THERE SOMETHING…
· You need to submit to Christ in?

REMEMBER… JESUS DOESN’T WANT YOU…
· To remain stuck in sin!

· He’s come to free you…
· But you have to turn to Him and away from your sin.

DOES THAT MAKE SENSE?
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