2 Peter 2:4-11
“Last Days Struggles”

~ READ TEXT ~

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to the book of (2 Peter 2:4-11) NLT
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I’ve titled todays message: “Looking Back to Move Forward”

~ INTRO ~

AS WE CONTINUE…
· Looking into (2 Peter)…
· Let’s remember some of the highlights…
· We’ve covered so far. 

THEMATICALLY…
· We’re looking at Last Days Struggles…
· Which deal with the spread of apostasy…
· In and around the church. 

PETER…
· Moved thru (Chp. #1) focuses on personal-spiritual-growth…
· By remaining in the scriptures… 
· By maintaining a relationship with Christ…
· With an intimate / heart knowledge (epi-gnosis) 

THEN AS (Chp. #2) OPENED…
· We were warned from the O.T. examples…
· Of destructive heresies from false prophets & teachers:

1) False prophecies
2) False narratives
3) False faith

AND… TODAY…
· Peter advances the dangers & destruction of false teachers…
· So the church is NOT carried away by naïveté! 

~ STUDY ~

HERE’S WHAT OUR TEXT SAYS:
	- Read (2 Peter 2:4-11) NLT

HERE’S A FEW THINGS TO UNDERSTAND:

IDEA #1 – BIBLICAL HISTORY: (vv.4-6) NLT

DURING A TIME…
· Of heightened apostasy & rampant heresy in the church…
· We must continue to study the scriptures…
· And maintain a close walk with Jesus. 

SOMEONE ONCE SAID…
· Too much word and we dry up… (legalism)
· Too much Spirit and we blow up… (emotionalism)
· But enough of both and we grow up! (healthy)

AT THE END OF (v.3) …
· Peter makes a point on how God will judge false teachers. 
· Then he moves into one massive sentence from (vv.4-11).

· Some Bibles don’t recognize this in the grammar…
· And the translators change it. 

HOWEVER…
· Peter put it here intentionally. 

IN (vv. 4-6) …
· He amplifies three examples that are designed to provide HOPE…
· In the consistency of God’s control! 

1) The angels who sinned (v.4) = (Gen. 6) 
2) The ancient world during Noah’s day (v.5) = (Gen. 6) 
3) The Cities of Sodom & Gomorrah during Lot’s day (v.6) = (Gen. 19)

ALL OF THESE EXAMPLES…
· Point to the irrefutable FACT…
· That God will judge the unrepentant / wicked / sinners!

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?

(Ps. 73:2-13) NKJV

· In case we’re tempted to walk away from God…
· In case we get overwhelmed with doubt…
· In case we see the temporary success of unbelievers…
· And begin to aim for passing pleasure of sin (Heb. 11:25).

HAVING A GENERAL UNDERSTANDING…
· Of Biblical history gives us insight into God & His ways. 
· (1 Tim 4:1-2) NLT  
· (2 Tim 2:19) NLT

IDEA #2 – GOD WILL SEE YOU THRU: (vv.7-8) NLT

GOD IS FAITHFUL…
· To watch over that which is His.

BUT…
· A compromised faith brings all kinds of…
· Hardships / losses…
· AND even unnecessary pain & difficulty!

IN (vv.7-8) they point to the O.T. character of Lot. 
· And reveal the life of a man… that chose…
· A path that seemed promising to natural perception.

AND YET…
· It ended with great loss and nothing transferred to the family!
· But… LOT himself was saved! 

FOLLOW THE STORY LINE WITH ME:

(Gen. 13:10) NKJV Lot… saw the attractive area of the “plain of the Jordan”

· (vv.11-13) NKJV He “chose” an area that looked good…
· But it was filled with hostility toward God.   

(Gen. 19:14) NKJV During Lot’s life here…
· He had a compromised reputation with his kids.

(Gen. 19:26) NKJV His wife was killed because she wouldn’t obey God.

(Gen. 19:30-38) Show the lifelong effects of compromise on kids.
· His daughters got him drunk and slept with him.  

TODAY…
· Followers of Jesus don’t live perfect lives…
· Yet that’s NO excuse to remain stuck in the mud!

LISTEN… IN THE HALLS OF FAITH – (Heb. 11)…
· Lot is NOT listed with a story of walking by faith!

AS THE PASTOR OF THIS CHURCH…
· I want to build you up in the gifts… God has given you personally!
· I want to see you excel in your spiritual life!

ACCORDING TO (Heb. 13:17) NKJV…
· I have to give account for your spiritual health.

· Did I faithfully teach you Gods word?
· Did I pray for you?
· Did I help you serve God?
· Did I help you lay treasures up in heaven?
· Did I help you grow in your marriage?
· Did I help you transfer your faith to your kids?

· And… IF… I gave you God’s will in these areas…
· Did you listen & apply what was taught?

CHURCH…
· My aim is that you would fall more in love with Jesus…
· And watch Him change your life as you grow!

IDEA #3 – DON’T TRUST THOSE GUYS: (vv.9-11) NKJV

WHEN ALL IS SAID AND DONE…
· We can boil the issues with false teachers down to two thoughts:

1) False teachers cannot give you victory over sin!
· They’re NOT teaching a redemptive message.

2) False teachers cannot give you relief from a troubled conscience!
· They don’t have the Spirit of God…
· And they don’t have the authority of God!

JESUS’ is the one who brings relief in your life…
· And I’m pointing you to Him! 

~ IN CLOSING ~

WILL YOU CAST YOUR CARES ON HIM TODAY?

· For those of you struggling with compromise…
· Can I invite you to renew your hope in Christ by being honest?

(Proverbs 28:13) NLT

“People who conceal their sins will not prosper,
but if they confess and turn from them, they will receive mercy.”

DON’T YOU WANT THAT TODAY?
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