2 Peter 3:1-9
“Last Days Struggles”

~ READ TEXT ~

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to the book of (2 Peter 3:1-9) NKJV
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I’ve titled todays message: “Is Christianity Outdated?”

~ INTRO ~

IN THE OPENING…
· Of (2 Peter)…
· The church is encouraged…
· To stay actively grounded in the scriptures…

· Because Peter saw a day coming… …
· When mockery…
· Would ATTEMPT to cancel out Christians.

WE’VE ALSO LEARNED…  
· That Last Day’s Struggle of apostasy…
· Will surface both IN & AROUND the church. 

THEN… FINALLY… LAST WEEK…
· Peter detailed the inescapable character traits of false teachers…
· And what the Church is to watch out for. 

AND NOW… THIS WEEK…
· Peter changes his instruction to stir the Church up…
· With truth from the OT prophets & the NT Apostles. 

~ STUDY ~

HERE’S WHAT OUR TEXT SAYS:
	- Read (2 Peter 3:1-9) NKJV

HERE’S A FEW THINGS TO UNDERSTAND:

IDEA #1 – STIR UP YOUR MEMORY: (v.1)

IN (v.1) …
	- Peter says he’s trying to stimulate wholesome thinking…
· By refreshing the Believers memory…
· In what God has already done.

CHURCH…
· This is good direction for all of us!

· It’s health & necessary to go back & stir up…
· Your memories with how God has been faithful…
· To see us thru past struggles.

PERSONALLY…
· When I think about the victories God has given me…
· It always strengthens my courage…
· And builds my faith in Him. 

THAT’S WHY I HANG ONTO…
· Simple little memory verses like (Ps. 46:10) NKJV
· Where God tells Hezekiah to “Be still…” 
· God was going to destroy his enemy!

· Or when Moses was at the brink of deliverance…
· God said “stand still” (Ex. 14:13-14) NKJV

· Or when Naomi told Ruth to “Sit still” (Ruth 3:18) NKJV
· Until she got redemption and regained her life.

ALL OF THESE DEMONSTRATE… (Rom 8:28) NKJV
· How God works out EVERY situations for our personal advantage.
 
IDEA #2 – THE PAST REALITY: (v.2)

PETER…
· Points the Church back to the prophecies of the OT…
· That predicted judgment AND the coming of Christ.

THEN…
· He points the church forward to the second coming of Christ… 
· With the judgment of the world at the end of the age.  

He’s…
· Simply anchoring the Church on the promises of God…
· Who does NOT change!

(Heb. 13:8-9a) NLT
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.
So do not be attracted by strange, new ideas.”

IDEA #3 – THE PRESENT CONDITIONS: (vv.3-5)

DURING THE LAST DAYS…
· The struggles that the Church faces…
· Comes as apostasy from within… 
· Attacks corrupting beliefs & lifestyles…
· AND scoffers ridicule from without (v.3).

(v.4) they call into doubt Jesus’ promise of coming again… 
	- The idea is mocking the coming judgment of God.

(v.5) “For they willfully forget…” NKJV

· It’s not that they can’t believe…
· It’s that they won’t believe…
· They’ve closed their minds to truth!

THIS IS WHAT PAUL…
· Talked about back in (Rom 1:18-22) NKJV

ALSO… AT A DIFFERENT TIME IN (Acts 19:8-9) NKJV …
· Paul was laboring in spiritually hard conditions at Ephesus…
· When he was confronted with three types of resistant attitudes: 

1. Hardened their heart = Heard what was said, but remained motionless!
· Some people come so close to salvation, but stubborn pride…
· Holds them back AND they die in their sin!

2. Did not believe = Withheld themselves from applying it in their lives.
· It made intellectual sense, but it was not mixed with faith…
· So there was NO change! 

3. Spoke evil of the Way = Reviled / abused / disrespected / cursed.
· They were unworthy of the gospel.

IN (Matt 11:21) NKJV …
· Jesus denounces the cities that WOULD NOT believe in Him.
· God desires a positive response from man…
· But NOT all have faith! 

· Many people will NOT accept the gift of God!

IDEA #4 – THE FUTURE: (vv.7-9)

IN THE FUTURE…
· All the ungodly people that refused the gift of God…
· Will be thrown into the lake of burning fire (a.k.a. hell). 
· Where there’s no end of torment…
· And no escaping!

AND BECAUSE OF THIS DEVASTATING END…
· God in His compassion has sent His Son (Jesus)…
· To forgive us of our sins.

READ (vv.8-9) NKJV
 
· The great extent that God goes thru to save people…
· Cannot be mistaken that He does not care.

GOD SEE’S…
· And God cares!
· But men’s deed are evil and they refuse the light of His love. 

READ (John 3:18-21) NKJV

~ IN CLOSING ~

I would like to encourage you to renew you confidence in the Lord…
· By remembering what Jesus has done for YOU.

IF YOU’VE WALKED AWAY…
· Would you please come back to Jesus!

IF YOU’VE NEVER ACCEPTED GOD’S GRACE…
· Would you please accept the love of God today!

IF YOU’VE BEEN TAKING JESUS FOR GRANITE…
· Would you please make a fresh response to Him this morning!

 ~ COMMUNION ~
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