2 Peter 3:9-18
“Last Days Struggles”

~ READ TEXT ~

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to the book of (2 Peter 3:9-18) NLT
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I’ve titled todays message: “Step Back and Gain Perspective”

~ INTRO ~

TODAY WE FINISH (2 Peter)…
· And the message series: Last Days Struggles.

IT’S AMAZING… AT HOW MUCH…
· We’ve learned as a fellowship over the last two years.  

IF WE LOOK BACK… TO PETER’S ORIGINAL READERS…
· They faced conditions similar to ours: 

· They wrestled with:

· Government pressure
· False teachers in & around the church 
· People who belittled the Christian faith

· And as a result… some were tempted to leave the faith.

HOWEVER…
· Pressure from culture… is often used by God…
· To help the church go deeper into the scriptures!

THINK WITH ME FOR A MOMENT…
· Over the last 18-months here’s what I’ve taught you:

1st – The Next Steps classes…
· Covering – Foundations / Doctrines / Service.
· Then we encourage you to get into a Bible 365 program.

2nd – Small groups for men & women
· (1 John) “Be Real” and discover authentic Christianity

3rd – Our Bible studies have covered…
· (Mark) – C.I.P. study on “What Jesus did”

· Sunday mornings…
· (James) “Christianity at the Cross Roads of Culture”
· (1 Peter) “Hope in a Hostile World”
· (Jude) “Combating Cultural Christianity”
· (2 Peter) “Last Days Struggles”

4th – Mid-week study…
· (Revelation) “Peeking Into the Future”
· (1 Timothy) “Building Blocks of Ministry” 
· And how to conduct ourself in the house of God!

5th – Topical classes & teachings…
· Water Baptism
· Baptism of the Holy Spirit (Acts)
· Basics of faithful financial giving – in the NT
· Effective prayer life
· Principals to survive difficult days (Jer. 29)

AND THE CAP STONE JUST AHEAD…
· Is a 10-day Israel Tour in April 2022.

LISTEN CHURCH…
· You’ve been taught how to move… from being informed…
· To being engaged!

· You’ve been taught that God’s Church…
· Is NOT consumer driven!
· Rather EVERY member IS to participate!

NOW… WITH JESUS AS MY WITNESS…
· I’ve thoroughly prepared you…
· To live an authentic & victorious Christian life!

AND TODAY WE CONCLUDE THIS SERIES…
· By “Stepping Back and Gaining Perspective”

~ STUDY ~

HERE’S WHAT OUR TEXT SAYS:
	- Read (2 Peter 3:9-18) NLT

HERE’S A FEW THINGS TO TAKEAWAY:

IDEA #1 – GOD’S PROMISES: (v.9)

IF YOU’RE A PERSON…
· Who has accepted the offer of God in Jesus Christ…
· Then you have a life giving promise!

· A person who has accepted Christ’s gift… (generally speaking).

Is a person who:
· Acknowledges TO God they have sinned..
· They’ve turned away from a dishonoring life..
· (no longer practice stuff God hates).
· This person publicly identifies with Christ in water baptism.
· AND this person is living in a way that agrees with God.

THESE ARE JUST SOME SIMPLE SIGNS OF GENUINE FAITH.
· And here’s the HOPE we have… (Rom 5:1-11) NLT

ALL OF THIS TO SAY…
· That the delays of God…
· Are intended that more people would come to their senses…
· And get right with God (once and for all). 

IDEA #2 – WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR: (vv.10-14)

(2 Cor. 6:2-b) NLT
“… The right time is now. Today is the day of salvation.”

IF YOU UNDERSTAND GOD’S URGENCY FOR YOU…
· Don’t wait… come to Him… do it right now!

BECAUSE THE DAY IS APPROACHING…
· Where people will be killed for expressing faith in Christ.

· The Bible says this happens after the Rapture of the Church…
· In a time known as the Tribulation Period.
· (Listen to our (Rev. 6:5) study for details.) 

THE BIBLE ALSO SAYS… (Phil. 2:10-11) NLT
· That every knee will bow…
· And every tongue will confess that Jesus is Lord.

PETER TEACHES…
· That judgment is going to happen in an instant…
· And those that dismiss OR make light of this…
· By NOT turning to God will die in their sins!

BUT RIGHT NOW THE DELAY OF GOD… 
· Is giving unbelievers an opportunity to get right.

· AND believers it’s an opportunity to turn from a fruitless life…
· To a fruitful life!

*Don’t be the person with a saved soul & a wasted life.

SO THE GREAT TAKE AWAY…
· Is simply… Be Ready!!!

IDEA #3 – DON’T STOP: (vv.15-18)

(2 Peter) IS A LETTER TO BE READ TO THE CHURCH.
· And in the final few verses…
· There’s a warning (v.17) 
· And an exhortation (v.18) for our lives to grow…
· In what God has provided in Jesus.     

~ IN CLOSING ~

YOU GUYS KNOW THE DAYS ARE EVIL…
· And the Church is hard pressed on all side. 

SO… DON’T BE SUCKERED INTO THINKING…
· That modern day Conservatism is the same as Christianity. 

YOU NEED TO THINK AS A FOLLOWER OF CHRIST…
· Not as a political party!
· And this is perhaps one of the biggest obstacles…
· In Western Christianity within America. 

SO… I EXHORT YOU…
· TO adjust your priorities and honor Jesus first.

· TO call on Jesus in your home with your family.

· TO honor Jesus in every area of your life…
· By getting rid of foul or disgusting thing in your life…
· That you know God wants you to get rid of.  

DOES THAT MAKE SENSE?

 ~ LET’S PRAY ~
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