“A Healthy Team”
(2 Tim. 2:1-7)
NOTE TAKERS… 
· I’ve titled todays message: “A Healthy Team”
· (2 Tim. 2:1-7) NLT

~ INTRO ~

(2 Timothy) was written by Paul in a jail cell in Rome…
· And the letter was sent to Timothy to help him lead the church.
· Because his tendency was to be timid when opposition hit…
· PAY ATTENTION TO THE VERSE ADDRESS JUSTAN 
· (2 Tim 1:7) NLT

HERE’S A FEW THINGS WE CAN LEARN:

IDEA #1 – FIT FOR THE MISSION: (vv.1-2)

READ (2 Tim. 2:1-2) NLT

(v.1) Is an exhortation to “be strong” 
· Lit. to increase in strength personally for the mission.

(v.2) “Now teach these truths…”
· Is a command to make disciple by teaching trustworthy people.

Greek word for trustworthy is defined as:

a) A person who shows themselves faithful in the transaction of business, the execution of commands, OR the discharge of duties.

b) One who keeps his pledge or promise AND is worthy of trust.

c) One that can be relied on to carry out a mission OR carry weight.

PAUL THEN GIVES THREE EXAMPLES…
· To illustrate how Timothy & the church were to move forward…
· With trustworthy people during the last days.

FLIP AHEAD TO (2 Tim 3:1-5)
· The obstacles showing up IN & AROUND the church… 
· Were selfishness / pride / & disobedient people.
· People that did not want to submit to Biblical truth.
· They refuse to be corrected (2 Thess. 3:14-15).

SO… PAUL TAUGHT TIMOTHY…
· Some simple illustrations to help him stay useable…
· AND to encourage the church to stay in the fight.

IDEA #2 – CHARACTER ILLUSTRATIONS: (vv.3-7)

a) Soldier = Faithful to the mission – committed.

· Suited up in battle attire (full armor of God for the Christian) 
· (Eph. 6:10-13) NLT 
· Faithful – a mindset of commitment & winning.

· Available… not weighed down with the wrong cares 
· (Heb. 12:1) NLT
· Teachable… ready to receive instructions for the battle.

(Mark 4:25) AMP
“For whoever has a teachable heart, to him more understanding will be given; and whoever does not have a yearning for truth, even what he has will be taken away from him.”

b) Athlete = Disciplined life…

· Training (1 Cor. 9:24-27) NLT
· Competition… running a race to win souls.
· Crown (laying up treasures in heaven) by focusing on what’s ahead.
· (Eph. 5:1-17)
· This is just practical advice on how to live the Christian life.

c) Farmer  = The idea is working to exhaustion (lit. weariness).

· From sun up to sun down AND at any other time you’re needed.

· The struggle for farmer is the AMOUNT of work before him. 
· (It’s like using a teaspoon to fill an ocean.)

· The farmer plants & harvests seed to feed himself and others.

SO TOO… as we work for God we’re planting & watering spiritual truth!
· It’s a lifelong process that only ends when we leave this life.
· Farming is a year-round event…
· Preparation / plowing / planting / harvesting. 

IDEA #3 – SPIRITUAL NOURISHMENT:

1) (Neh. 4:7-11) NLT
· Nehemiah pushed thru the external resistance 
· Tired (v.10) 
· Attacked (v.8)
· Tempted to quit (v.10) 

KEY = Perseverance brought victory over obstacles.

2) (Joshua 1:16) NLT
· Joshua rallied the cooperation of all the troops…
· We will do (v.16)
· We will go (v.16)
· We will obey (v.17)

TRUST IS A HUGE ISSUE!

· If you can’t trust the ministry team to lead you…
· Then we can’t trust you to lead in this ministry.

THERE ARE NO LONE-RANGER CHRISTIANS!!!
· That’s not how the Church works.

KEY = Under Joshua unity brought victory in advancing the mission.

3) (Haggai 1:12-14) NLT
· Shows us in the work of God… obedience brings enthusiasm…
· God’s people began to obey the message from the Lord (v.12)
· Then the Lord sparked enthusiasm (v.14)

KEY = Obedience brought an enthusiasm to work for God.

~ IN CLOSING ~

THERE’S STILL MORE TERRITORY…
· God has for this ministry. 

SO… AS WE APPLY LESSONS FROM THE PAST…
· And stay open to the Spirit’s leading in the present…
· We will see God’s hand works in our midst.

AS WE BEGIN TO…
· Seek God for 2025… I believe we will see God revie us…
· For the Next Step He has for this church.

AND FOR STARTERS…
· The School of Ministry graduates…
· Are the first fruits of a greater work happening right here. 

(Eph. 4:16) NLT
“He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.”

LET’S CELEBRATE WITH…

~ COMMUNION ~
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