(Eph. 5 & 6)
“Walking In Love”
~ STUDY ~

OK… REMEMBER THESE THINGS ABOUT THIS CHURCH…

· God raised this church…  right in the middle of a bustling pagan city.
· AND it didn’t buckle under the pressure!
· It rose to the occasion and did effective ministry…
· (Rev. 2:2-3).

BUT… EVENTUALLY… THERE WAS A PROBLEM THAT SURFACED!
· And it’s something we’re learning as God guides us.

· It seems like when we forget what God has done for us…
· We’re destined to drift backwards in the faith – (Rev. 2:4).

IDEA #1 – AVOID THE PROBLEM POINTS

· As we arrive at (Eph. 5)…
· Paul tells the church to imitate what God has done!
· “Walk in love”

IT’S THE SAME MESSAGE…
· God has made personal to our church…
· (John 13:34) NLT 

HERE’S HOW IT’S USEFUL TO US…
· Navigation tips… that steer us away from falling out of love.

Three Danger Spots:

1) Sexual dysfunction (v.3)
· Sex w/out commitment
· Pleasure w/out a promise
· Frolicking w/out faithfulness

2) Dirty talk (v.4)
· Obscene stories = Lit. describing non-consensual sex. [footnoteRef:1] [1:  AI generated answer from Google on 01/11/25… https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&sca_esv=5ed3866330148e51&rls=en&q=What+is+an+obscene+story+example&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiV8LGnlO-KAxUMADQIHRAAMrYQ1QJ6BAhnEAE&biw=1405&bih=688&dpr=2 ] 

· Foolish talk = (Prov 6:18) “a heart that devises wicked plans”
· Coarse jokes = Raunchiness (a.k.a. locker room talk).

3) Greed (v.3 & v.5)
· Defined… as an excessive desire for MORE.

Here’s how Satan targets the Christian… 
· (Matt 13:22) NLT
· The lure of wealth = Get rich quick opportunities…
· Buy gold / silver / crypto / etc.
· Often newer Christians get hit with this.

Here’s the impact…
· (Matt 6:24) NLT
· It chokes out Gods word because you cannot serve God and money
· But… I’m going to use it for God… No you’re not!!!
· God doesn’t need your money; He wants your heart.

Here’s how you know your sliding…
· (Matt 6:32) NLT
· The key way to detect the slide…
· Is it begins to  dominate your thoughts.

Here’s the progression of the problem…
· (1 Tim 6:10) NLT
· Wandering from faith & pierce self with many  sorrows

Here’s our protection…
· Imitate Christ (Eph. 5:1).

Jesus told the young guy who gained money… 
(Matt. 19:21)
“go sell what you have and give it to the poor”

IDEA #2 – EMBRACE THE TRUTH

DON'T BE FOOLED… (v.6)

DON’T PARTICIPATE… (v.7)

· Live (v.8)
· Learn (v.10)
· Leave (v.11)

BE CAREFUL… (v.15)

IDEA #3 –  TAKE ACTION TODAY

AS CHRIST WAS SUBMITTED TO THE FATHER’S WILL…
· So too… we’re to submit to one another (5:21).

SUBMISSION IS LIVED OUT IN OUR RELATIONSHIPS…

· 1st example is marriage (5:22-33)

· 2nd example is parent / child relationship (6:1-4)

· 3rd example is employee & employer relationships (6:5-9)

OUR CHOICES SHOW…
· If we’re winning or losing the spiritual battle… (6:12-17)

~ IN CLOSING ~

(Eph. 6:23-24) NLT

THE 2025 VERSE OF THE YEAR IS…

“So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved you, you should love each other.”  (John 13:34 NLT
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